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The Old Dutch Reformed Church of Aalburg, North Brabant, the Netherlands, in which Victor
Pootman and Maria Davidts attended
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VICTOR POOTMAN
&
MARIE DAVIDTS
AND THEIR DESCENDANTS
The immigrant ancestors of our Dutch American Putman family were Johannes Pootman and
Cornelia Bradt of early Schenectady, NY.
In 1661 in Albany in what would become the Colony of New York, Johannes Pootman in his
apprenticeship agreement was written to have been a young man “of about sixteen years” when
Johannes was apprenticed to Phillip Henderickse Brouwer.
In modern times, Johannes Pootman has been reported to have been born in 1645 citing his
apprenticeship agreement, but it seem this was an approximate year.
The early Dutch people followed an unchangeable naming pattern for the children of a couple.
According to this naming pattern, the first children born were named for their grandparents.
The children of Johannes Pootman and Cornelia Bradt were Arent, Maria, Victor, David,
Catherine, and Cornelius.
Cornelia Bradt’s parents were Arent Bradt and Catherine De Vos whose given names in the
above list came match Arent Pootman and Catherine Pootman whose given names came from
the Bradt side of the family.
That leaves the given names of Maria, Victor, David, and possibly Cornelius as namesakes form
Johannes Pootman’s side of the family.
Johannes Pootman's parents then should have been named Maria and Victor while David seems
to have been the name of a grandparent of Johannes Pootman.
In Aalburg, North Brabant, The Netherlands, Victor Pootman and Maria Davidts lived who seems
to have been the parents of Johannes “Jan” Pootman
Johannes Pootman was also called Jan a short form of Johannes.
Victor Pootman and Maria Davidts had a named “Jan”, which is Dutch for Johannes, baptized in
Aalburg in 1644.
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The Putman family tradition says that Johannes Pootman was a native of the Netherlands and
was the son of a Dominie.
Victor Pootman and Maria Davidts who lived in Aalburg, North Brabant, were born about 1620.
Victor Pootman was the Aalburg’s Latin school master or Latin teacher.
There were occasions where a school teacher was called a dominie, but more often a dominie
was a minister.
A dominee was a minister of the Dutch Reformed Church; a predikant.1
The surname of Maria Davidts seems to be a patrionymic, and it seems she had paternal
ancestor who had the calle d“David”, perhaps her father.
In Belgium and the Netherlands in the early 1600’s there were only a handful of families with the
surname Pootman.
In Germany, the surname Pootman was actually quite common and was often connected with
the surnames such as Pothman, Pottman, and Potman and even Poth, Pott, and Pot.
These surnames often described a person who lived or worked by a pool, pond, or “puddle” and
also a well, spring, pit, or hollow.
The surname of Johannes Pootman’s family in America has been connected with the suggested
name Poolman.
One form of the surname Pootman in Belgium correlates with “Portman” or “Gateman”, a
person who worked or live near the port or gate of a town.
“Planter or Nurseryman” has been suggested, too,
In Holland and even the North Rhine “pote” means to plant and “poot” means a sprig, sprout, or
planting.
Catherine “Janse” Potman, a daughter of Johannes Pootman and Cornelia Bradt, who lived in
New York City about 1710, and who married Elias Post, had as a baptismal sponsor for one of her
children . . . Johannes Spratt and his sister.
One may wonder if the surname “Spratt” meant “sprout”.
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In Dutch, Sprat is the fish that we in English also call a sprat.
In Dutch, “spruit” means a shoot, sprig, or sprout.
The Pootman/Sprat baptismal relationship, however, may only may have been coincidental.
The progenitor’s of Latin Schoolmaster Victor Pootman may have lived in Germany where
Pootman meant Poolman, Pondman, or Puddleman with the root of the surname likely coming
from Puteus, which is Latin for a spring or well.
There is an occasion in America in which Johannes Pootman’s surname was written as “Johannes
Pottmann”, which was in the “Inventory of the Estate of Neeltje Clause Widow of Hendrick
Gardiner—1695” that states the following:2
The lot in Skinnectady, being the lot between the lot of the late Dominee and the
lot of Johannes Pottmann, being valued at eight beavers seawan.”
In the name “Pottmann”, the two “nn’s” in Pootmann means it was a German name.
In the cutting below of the Blaeu Map for North Brabant, Netherlands, it shows Wijk and Aalburg
in the northwest of the City of Huesden.
On the same cutting also southeast of Wijk and Aalburg, is the Town of Berlicum.
Arent Pootman the eldest son of Johannes Pootman and Cornelia Bradt married Elizabeth
Ackerman whose family came to America form Berlicum.
Berlicum is in the region called Hertogenbosch, which means the Duke's Bush or Woods.
Cornelia Bradt’s step-father was Jan Van Brockhoven who married her mother Catherine De Vos.
Jan Van Brockhoven came to America from Brockhoven that was a town about ten miles west of
[Wyck en] Aalburg.
Wijk and Aalburg were during the time of the creation of the Beau Map and during the time of
Johannes Pootman’s birth a part of South Holland, Netherlands.
There was at this time the Poot family that lived in the western part of South Holland near the
Rhine River.
The Poot family does not appear to have been relatives of the Pootman family.
It did not use the given name Victor.
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The surname “Poot” it appears means planter or nurseryman.
Their wappen or coat of arms is below and shows a tree that possibly from which sprigs were
cut:
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It is interesting that Poot family may be connected with or have an early residence in the area
called Old Vosmeer, or Old Vos Lake, which is in Zeeland, North Brabant Netherlands.
In my work titled “The De Vos Family . . . An Investigation into the De Vos & Vosberg Families”, I
make the case for the origin of the De Vos and Vosber families to be I the town called Vosbergen,
which is near Old Vosmeer.
I understand that the Vosmeer was named for the a De Vos family.
The Roosevelt family is supposed to come from this same region!
Johannes Pootman and Cornelia Bradt named their youngest son Cornelius, which I would guess
or speculate is a Dutch or Belgium name and not seen commonly in Germany.
Perhaps, Victor Pootman was a member of the Poot family, and was connected with the De Vos
and Vosberg family at a date that was very early, or perhaps the name Cornelius came from
Maria Davidts family.
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The the Blaeu Map above Wyck and Aalburg are shown at the far left of the map Southwest of
Bommeler Waert
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The Blaeu Map above of South Holland also shows just southeast of its center the towns of Wyck
and Aalburg
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