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INTRODUCTION 
 

This book contains poetry—each poem describes the meaning 

of a U. S. state name. 

 

It is not a didactic lecture. 

 

However, each poetic meaning paints a striking picture. 

 

Each state has an amazing and interesting name.  

 

I include folk etymology in describing a place name. 

 

I include folk etymologies as a rewriting:  They are important 

and often suggest or represent a similar meaning based on the 

original morphemes of the old name.  

 

Folk etymologies or reanalysis of a word is when a word or 

phrase that becomes unfamiliar to many people is reorganized 

to form other words  that uses a similar stem but sounds or 

means something that is more familiar. 

 

Compared to the archaic word, the new word almost always 

will have a more memorable sound that is similar.  
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ALABAMA 
 

“The farmers“ 

 

The land of the vegetation cutters is a meaning for  Alabama. 

The Choctaw word "alba" means herb or plant. 

The suffix to Alabama then would be "amo" means collector. 

The result however became a word Alabama that has a 

rhythmic flow or chant.  

The name Alabama denotes the reaper or farmer. 

Some however say that Alabama come from Muskogee or 

Creek and means town.    

The name Alabama first appears with the de Soto expedition of 

1540 where it was written as Alibamu and Limamu. 

The name was recorded as a subdivision of the Chickasaw. 
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ALASKA 
 

The Sea Coast” 

 

The Aleutian word "alakshak" is said to mean the great or main 

land. 

Today, in the Aleut language, “alaxsxaq” is their word for 

Alaska and literally means the object toward to which is 

directed the action of the sea. 

Aleut, “alaguq” means sea. 1 

The state of Alaska is a great promontory or cape.   

In Aleut, sea is “alaguq” while “iguq” means coast.  

“Iguq” also means peninsula or cape! 2 

Perhaps, Alaska is a form of “Alaguq-iguy” meaning where the 

ocean meant the land or the sea coast. 

Alaska, our nation’s largest state, is a grand fishing sea and 

hunting land.  

  

 
1 The Aleut Language.  Department of the Interior.  1944. 
2 Ibid. 
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ARIZONA 
 

“The Infant Spring” 

 

To a quick mind, Arizona presents as the arid zone. 

 

Latin “areo” means to be with thirst or drought while “zona” 

means a terrestrial zone. 

 

The Spanish variation on the Tohono O'dham word for a site 

near Nogales was “Ali-Shonak”. 

 

The place of the little spring is the meaning of “Al-Shonk”.3 

 

Spanish miners who discovered silver there in 1736 called it 

"Arissona." 

 

In Tohona, “ali” means infant or or child while “Shonkam” 

means spring. 

 

“Al-shonk” seems to have been Latinized and Americanized  

phrase that was reflected  and corrupted to a new  meaning  

that portrayed to the public the meaning of arid zone. 

 

In Spanish, today, an arid zone may be written “arido zona.”   

  

 
3 Dictionary: Tohono O'odham/Pima to English, English to Tohono O'odham/Pima, By 

Dean Saxton, Lucille Saxton, Susie Enos. 
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ARKANSAS 
 

The Spirit and Power of the Warm South Wind” 

 

The State of Arkansas has a root name that is shared with the 

State of Kansas. 

 

Kansas includes the Kansas River while Arkansas includes the 

Arkansas River. 

 

Both rivers were named for the ancient Kansa or Kaw people. 

 

From the Kaw language, today, “aka” means south, south 

wind, or the spirit and power of the south wind. 

 

Today, however, in Kaw, “tajé” truly means wind.  

 

The Algonquian people the Shawnee of Ohio had a name that 

also meant the south people. 

 

Shawnee comes from “sawa-“ meaning "south but also warm 

or moderate weather.  

 

Today, the Ojibwa word “jawan” likewise means south. 4 

  

 
4 A Dictionary of the Ojibway Language.  Frederick Baraga. 
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CALIFORNIA 
 

 

“The Leader in the Warm Climate” 

 

California was named for the fictional queen of a Spanish 

island whose name was called Califia, which likely comes from 

Arabic “khalifa.”  

 

The later the leader or successor of God 

 

“Kalīfat rasūl Allāh” means the Messenger of God. 

 

Southern California in spring, summer, and fall has a warm and 

even hot climate.   

 

However, there is a deeper meaning to the name California. 

 

The Latin word for hot is "caleo", which may be an essential 

inference or interpretation as the root of California. 

 

In Latin, “caleo” means to be bright, glowing, or hot. 

The Spanish word “caliente” also comes to one’s mind and 

means to be hot. 
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COLORADO 
 

 

“The Ruby Colored Land” 

 

Colorado comes from Spanish and then before that from a 

Latin phrase that means to be colored like a ruby.    

 

Colorado applied to the upper branches of the ruby stained 

rocks and earth near the Colorado River. 

 

In Spanish, "de color rojo” and “colorado" means to be colored 

red or rosy.  

 

It is easy to decipher the meaning of Colorado! 

 

The early Spanish explorers named the Río Colorado [the Red 

River] for the red silt that was in the flow of the river. 

 

Colorado is great place in which to enjoy a vibrant landscape, 

unquestionably.  

 

It is the colored land. 
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CONNECTICUT 
 

 

“Tidal River” 

 

Connecticut was named for its long tidal river. 

 

Connecticut comes from one’s throat and tongue like a song. 

 

Connecticut was named for the "Quinnehtukqut River,” which 

is now the Connecticut River. 

 

In Eastern Algonquin, the word “guinn” means long. 

 

“Ehtuk” means tidal. 

 

The suffix or ending “qut” means the local where one would 

dwell. 
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DELAWARE  
 

 

“Lord of the War” 

 

Delaware was named for Lord de la War. 

 

His name likely comes from the French phrase “de la guerre” 

meaning of the war. 
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FLORIDA 
 

“The Land of Flowers”  

 

Florida means the land of the flourishing flowers. 

 

Florida was discovered during the Easter season when 

beautiful flowering plants in Florida were widely plentiful. 

 

Easter, which is held in spring, is the festival of flowers. 

 

Warm and sub-tropical, Florida is a place of the blossoming of 

flora is ample. 

 

Florida means the site or location that is florid. 

 

The beauty and warmth of Florida makes one feel youthful and 

fledging like a young kid.  

 

Florida means the land of flowers. 
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GEORGIA 
 

“The Land of the Farmer” 

 

Georgia was named for King George II of England. 

 

The given name George means earth worker, husbandman, or 

farmer. 

 

The Latin word "georgicus" means agricultural or of the 

countryside or farmland. 

 

The Plains of Georgia are deeply steeped in cultivation and 

agriculture. 

 

Greek, "geo"  produces the English word geography or the 

science of the land, earth, or ground. 

 

The meaning of George is easily discovered or found. 

 

I Greek, Georgos comes from the suffix “geo” meaning earth or 

soil. 

 

The prefix Greek “ergon” means worker. 

Georgia means the land of the farm worker.  
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HAWAII 
 

 

“The Land of the Ancestral Spirits” 

 

Hawaii is composed of many large and many small islands. 

 

Hawaii means the place of our Gods, spirits, and ancestors. 

 

"Owhyhee" was the place name of the Hawaiin’s original 

Polynesian homelands. 

 

Hawaiian's were anciently Polynesian oceanic sailors. 

 

Hawaii means the location of the upper and underworld 

spirits.  

 

Hawaii means where the soul of each of our spirits or 

ancestors resides or sits. 
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IDAHO 
 

 

“The Land of Gem Mountains” 

 

Idaho was said to be a political joke—the name Idaho was said 

to be made up and had in no real meaning or connotation. 

  

At first, the politician said the name Idaho was a Shoshone 

word that meant the gem of the mountains. 

 

He later refuted that statement; however, in the end the 

statement seems or have been true or so. 

 

Indeed, Idaho probably was a name that had the gem of the  

mountains implication.  

 

In the American Indian Shoshone language, “doya” conveys 

the meaning mountains. 

 

“Puihwi” whose root is “ihwi” forms words for semi-precious 

and precious stones, metals, and money. 5 

 

Idaho seems to be a hybrid of the Shoshone phrase “ihwi-

doya” that means gem mountain, undoubtedly. 

 
5 Eastern Shoshone Working Dictionary, compiled by David Leedom Shaul. 
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ILLINOIS 
 

 

“They Speak All the Same Noise” 

 

Illinois comes from the Miami-Illinois word “irenwewa" that 

means they speak in the ordinary fashion or way.  

 

The Ojibewa look this name and formed what is said to have 

been “ilinwe.” 

 

The name Illinois connects with the Ojibwa stem word “inwe” 

meaning language, to speak, or make a sound or noise . . .  the 

stem “we” means noise. 6 7 

 

In ilinwe, the “we” became “ois” a French ending . . . however, 

it also may be an ending of folk etymology that sounded like 

and meant noise. 

 

Ojibwa “inwewin” means language, voice tune, song, or 

melody. 

 

To speak or language in the Illinios is “aatawee-.” 8 

  

 
6 A Dictionary of the Ojibway Language, Frederick Baraga. 
7 https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/main-entry/inwe-vai  
8 Miami-Illinois Language.  By David J. Costa.   

https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/main-entry/inwe-vai
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INDIANA 
 

“The American Indian” 

 

Indiana denotes the land of the American Indian—one who is 

indigenous. 

 

Originally, the word Indian meant people who were Hindu or 

from the Indus River in the country of India. 

 

Early on,, it was wrongly thought that North American was 

really the country of India. 

 

In naming the American Indian, that was the initial impetus. 

 

Indiana means the broad location that was later known to be 

South and North America and erroneously once thought to be 

a part of India. 
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IOWA 
 

“The Drowsy Ones” 

 

Iowa was named form American Indians the Ioway whose 

name meant the dormant, drowsy, or sleepy ones. 

 

Iowaw comes from the Siouan Dakota Indian word "A-yu-ba." 9 

 

Named for the Iowa Indians, Iowa was first written in French as 

"Aioues". 

 

The Ioway name for themselves  is Bah-Kho-Je or the grey 

snow ones. 

 
  

 
9 A Dakota-English Dictionary, Volume 7, By Stephen Return Riggs 



20 

 

KANSAS 
 

“ . . . “ 

 

Please see Arkansas. 
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 KENTUCKY 
 

 

“The Blue Grass Plantation” 

 

Kentucky is connected to  the Iroquoian Mohawk word from 

the 1600’s “kayontochke” that means flat arable land. 10 

 

In Iroquoian Onondaga, “gahuntage” means upon the 

plantation. 11 

 

In Iroquoian Seneca, “gëdá'geh” means at the field or 

meadow. 

 

Others suggest a Iroquoian Wyandot word "Ken-tah-ten" if it 

exists is the stem of Kentucky and means land of tomorrow. 

 

Lying mostly west beyond the Appellation Mountains, 

Kentucky is called the blue grass state. 

 

Here are found many a thoroughbred horse estate. 

 

Kentucky means the lush arable land. 

  

 
10 http://www.wampumchronicles.com/oldmohawkwords.html  
11 The Pennsylvania magazine of history and biography. By Historical Society of 

Pennsylvania  

http://www.wampumchronicles.com/oldmohawkwords.html
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LOUISIANA 
 

 

“The Land of the Victorious” 

 

Named in 1682 in honor of King Louis XIV of France, Louisiana 

first recorded by Rene Robert Cavelier de La Salle a French 

explorer. 

 

Louisiana in one time was large part of North America.  

 

The region initially called Louisiana was applied to the basin of 

the Mississippi River.  

 

It extended from the Rocky Mountains to the mouth of the 

Mississippi River. 

 

The Norman personal name Lewis comes from Lowis, Ludwig, 

and Lodovicus.  

 

The meaning of all three is seen in the Latin given name 

Lodovicus that means one who in athletic games is victorious. 

 

“Ludus” means play, game, or sport while “vicus” from “vinco” 

means conqueror or victor. 12 

  

 
12 Cassell’s Latin Dictionary.   
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MAINE 
 

 

“The First Contact with the Continent” 

 

Maine was given it appellation because it is composed of 

mainland. 

 

In 1639 in a grant to Sir Fernando Gorges by Charles I, this 

region was called the province or county of Mayne. 

 

A mainland is the continent, or the principal land of a 

continent, as distinguished from the surrounding islands or a 

peninsula. 13 

 

When approaching the United States from the north Atlantic 

Ocean, the first contact one has with the United States is State 

of  Maine. 

 

It essentially is the first contact with the North American 

continent beside the peninsula of New Brunswick and the 

islands of Iceland and Greenland. 

  

  

 
13 https://www.etymonline.com/word/mainland  

https://www.etymonline.com/word/mainland
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MARYLAND 
 

 

“The Land of the Mariner” 

 

Maryland was named for Queen Henrietta Maria [1609-1669] 

wife of King Charles I of England. 

 

A second reason that the name Maryland was selected 

perhaps was because the state is associated with the ocean 

and sea. 

 

Maryland is today the mariner’s harbor. 

 

In Latin, “mare” means the ocean or sea. 

 

Maryland today houses a naval base, a naval hospital, and a 

naval academy. 

 

In the back of everyone’s mind, Maryland conjures the 

meaning of the maritime environment and the sailor or 

mariner. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
 

 

“The Massive Hill” 

 

Massachusetts means the large hill.  

 

The name Massachusetts comes from the Narragansett word 

“massachusêuck”. 

 

In English, one may say Massachusetts is where is located the 

massive hill.  

 

It means the place with the great or majestic hummock. 
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MICHIGAN 
 

 

“The Mighty Lake” 

 

Michigan means the massive freshwater sea. 

 

Michigan is composed of two pleasant peninsulas that are 

almost islands surrounded by four Great Lakes.  

 

The name Michigan comes from the Ojibwa phrase “mitchi-

gami.” 

 

Life is at its best in the State of Michigan. 

 

Each day on the sand or gravel shore of a Great Lake,  pure 

blue water forms a wave that gently rolls and breaks. 

 

Michigan means the great sweet-water sea. 
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MINNESOTA 
 

 

“The Sky-blue Water” 

 

Water that is tinted like the clear blue sky is the meaning of 

Minnesota. 

 

Minnesota is the land many rivers and lakes.  

 

Originally, the Dakota word for the local Minnesota River was 

“mnsota”. 

 

In the Dakota language, “mini” means water. 

 

To be colored like the sky is “sota.” 14 

 

Minnesota is the land of ten thousand lakes. 

 

Minnesota is the land with the spectacular view.  

 

It is the land of rivers and lakes that are sky blue.  

 
14 A Dakota-English Dictionary, Volume 7, By Stephen Return Riggs 
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MISSISSIPPI 
 

 

“The Majestic River” 

 

Mississippi has a name that we see, easily. 

 

In Ojibwa, "mitchi-zibii" means the great, mighty, river. 

 

The word "mitchi" means large, great, or grand while "zibii" 

means river. 

 

The State of Mississippi was named for the Mississippi River. 

 

The Mississippi River is the largest and most majestic river in 

the United States, which is widely understood, very clearly. 
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MISSOURI 
 

 

“People of the Dugout or Wooden Boat” 

 

Missouri means the ones who have the wooden canoe.  

 

In the Miami-Illinois language, boat or canoe is “mihsooli”. 15 

 

In Illinois, “mihs” means both big and wooden.  

 

The ending is a form of watercraft or boat. 

 

In Ojibwa, "mitigo tchiman" means the dugout, a wooden boat 

or canoe. 

 

“Mitigo” means wooden.   

 

In Miami-Illinois, the American Indians of the Missouri River 

were called as written by Father Jacques Marquette 

“Vemessvrit”, which can be parsed as “wimihsoorita”. 16 

 

The Missouri people were the people of the dugout or wooden 

boat. 

 
15 The Miami-Illinois Language, By David J. Costa 
16 https://muse.jhu.edu/article/54836  

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/54836
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MONTANA 
 

 

“The land that is Mountainous” 

 

Montana is a name that is straightforward and clear. 

 

The word comes from the Latin and later the Spanish word for 

mountain. 

 

In Latin, “montanus” means mountainous. 17   

 

Montana is filled with many a grand mountain. 

 

The landscape and sky lines are flawless whether partly cloudy 

or clear. 

 

  

 

  

 
17 Cassell’s Latin Dictionary.   
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NEBRASKA 
 

 

“The Flat River” 

 

Nebraska was named for an Oto Indian word that meant the 

place of the flat water. 

 

The Ojibwa word "nabaga" means level or flat. 

 

The word Nebraska referred originally to the Platte River. 

 

The name Platt River means the river that is uniform the level 

or flat river. 

 

The Dakota word “mda-ska” means flat. 

 

The State of Nebraska is a land that is very level. 

 

Nebraska is the home to the Platt River. 

  

The Platt River many times widely overflows its banks because 

the land that is mostly horizontal. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 

“ The Homes and the Areas that Surrounding “ 

 

New Hampshire is a state of homes and farms that have great 

beauty. 

 

New Hampshire was named in 1629 by John Mason for his 

childhood home  in England the County of Hampshire. 

 

The stems of the name  are “ham” and “shire.” 

 

In England, "ham” means home. 

 

Dwelling place, house, abode, fixed residence; estate; village; 

region, or country is the meaning of home. 

 

“Shire” means the surrounding area, district, or county. 

 

New Hampshire means the homes with their many lawns and 

fields, the fenced in farms, and the areas that surrounding. 
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NEVADA 
 

 

“Snow Topped Mountains” 

 

Nevada has many mountains that are snowcapped. 

 

"Nieve" in Spanish and "neige" in French mean snow. 

 

Spanish “nevado" means snowy or snowcapped. 

 

What Nevada means you now will surely know! 

 

Nevada often has during the year snow on the top of its 

mountains.   
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NEW JERSEY 
 

 

“ The Island or Peninsula Like Land“ 

 

New Jersey was named for England's Ilse of Jersey. 

 

In the English Channel, Jersey is the chains largest island.   

 

The southern part of New Jersey forms a peninsula that is Cape 

May.  

 

The meaning of peninsula is almost an island.  

 

The Old Norse and Old English word for island is “ey”. 

 

Also, in Viking or Old Norse, Jersey is said to mean “Geirr’s 

Island.” 

 

The Norse name “geir” means a pointed staff or spear. 18 

 

The word gore meaning a triangular piece of land and earlier is 

related to Old English “gara” meaning a point of land or 

promontory comes and the later comes from Old Saxon “ger” 

meaning spear. 19  

 
18 English—Old Norse Dictionary, Compiled by Ross G. Arthur.   
19 https://www.etymonline.com/word/gore   

https://www.etymonline.com/word/gore
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NEW YORK 
 

 

“The Tree for Bows and Arrows”  

 

New York originally was called New Netherlands, but in 1664 it 

was renamed after its acquisition by England. 

 

New York was named in honor of the Duke of York, England. 

 

York, England, originally in 71 AD was settled and called by 

Latins Eboracum. 

 

Celtic “eburos” meaning the yew tree [or elder buckthorn] and 

“ako” meaning a location make up the name Eboracum. 

 

Angles in the 7th century turned the name to “Eoforwic.” 

 

From Latn “vicus”, town is the meaning of “wic.” 

 

When the Danish conquered the city in 866, the name became 

“Jorvík,” which over many more years became Yerk, Yourke, 

Yarke, and York, England. 

 

The yew tree was the best tree to use in making longbows:  

Also, tipped with the toxic sap of the yew tree were the 

arrows.  
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NEW MEXICO 
 

 

“The People of the Moon Shaped Lake” 

 

The State of New Mexico was named for the sovereign country 

to the south  Mexico. 

 

At one time many years ago, the region of New Mexico was 

attached to Mexico. 

 

Mexico was named for the Aztec god or leader Mexitli. 

 

The Aztec word for the moon is "mtxtli". 

 

Moon Lake is well connected with the City of Mexico. 

 

It encircles the city. 

 

The large lake may have received its name from its circular and 

reflective personality. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
 

 

“The Freeman” 

 

Carolina was named for England's King Charles. 

 

The given name Charles means freeman. 

 

A related view is that Karl is the root of the name Charles. 

 

Karl means in a similar manner the warrior, earl, or militiaman.  
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NORTH DAKOTA 
 

 

“The People Who are Allies“ 

 

Dakota has a Sioux name that means supporter, ally, or friend. 

 

Dakota connects to the Ojibwa  word "widokodas" that means 

I help or keep company with another. 

 

The Dakota American Indian words "ka-ko-da” and “ko-da" 

mean friend. 

 

North and South Dakoda are lands of the people of the 

alliance, covenant, or pledge when all is said in the end. 

 

Dakota means the allies. 
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OHIO 
 

 

“The River with the beautiful Landscape and Flow” 

 

Ohio was named from the Iroquoian Seneca language and 

means beautiful and good. 

 

Ohio was named for the Ohio River 

 

The Seneca word for the Ohio was “Ohiiyo”. 

 

Ohiiyo was translated by the French to the Belle Riviere, which 

also means the beautiful river. 

 

Another name with the suffix “io” that means the lake that is 

beautiful is Ontario. 

 

The Ohio River originally applied to both rivers the Allegheny a 

branch of the Ohio and the main Ohio River. 

 

The Seneca word “wi-yo-h” means beautiful or good.20 

 

The Ohio River is the great river with the beautiful shoreline, 

forests and flow.  

 
20 Handbook of the Seneca Language, By Wallace Chafe 
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OKLAHOMA 
 

 

“The Red Tribe or Nation” 

 

Oklahoma means roughly the American Indian red tribe. 

 

In the Muskogee language, “houma" means red or ruddy. 

 

In a dialect Choctaw, "okla" means the nation, people, or tribe.  

 

What is the simple translation? 

 

Oklahoma means the people called flushed or rosy.   
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OREGON 
 

 

“The River and Land that are Windy and Stormy” 

 

The earliest evidence of the name Oregon was Spanish 

"orejón" that came from the historical chronicle Relación de la 

Alta y Baja California written in (1598 by Rodrigo Montezuma. 

 

The Spanish word “oreo” means breeze or airing. 

 

The big-eared people from Spanish "orejudo” also is said to be 

the meaning of Oregon.. 

 

Oregon also early on was called Ouragon. 

 

In Latin and Greek, air in motion, wind, or blowing is “aura.” 

 

In French, the noun "orage" and adjective "ourageux” 

hurricane or storm and stormy. 

 

Oregon’s major river, the Columbia River is a breezy, thundery, 

and misty river. 

 

Some say, Chinook language “ooligan” or candlefish is the 

source of the name Oregan. 

 

Oregon seems to be connected to Spanish “auro” meaning 

zephyr and wind . . . or blowing and windy.  
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PENNSYLVANIA 
 

 

“Penn’s Woodland” 

 

The meaning of the name of the keystone state—

Pennsylvania—is Penn’s forest. 

 

In Latin, "sylvanus" means forest. 

 

Pennsylvania was named for its founder William Penn who 

purchased much of the state’s early colonial land by way of a 

debt the King of England owed to him. 

 

Pennsylvania was successful as a large state that was later not 

divided because from early on it was open to people of all 

religions that each sang a different hymn.  

 

Everyone was welcomed, and there was diversity that included 

many people who lived in large piece of native land. 

 

Pennsylvania means William Penn’s woodland.  
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RHODE ISLAND 
 

 

“The Red Isle: 

 

The smallest U. S. states, the Rhode Island was names for its 

ruddy island. 

 

Rhode Island indirectly comes from Rhodes an Island in the 

Aegean Sea, which is in the east Mediterranean Sea.  

 

However, likely first name by its Dutch discoverer who named 

it Roodt Eylandt" that means the red isle. 

 

Roodt Eylandt was named by the Dutch Navigator Adrian Block 

because of the ruddiness of the shore. 

 

This single island today is Aquidneck Isle and the greater area 

back from the . 

The island was at an early date somewhat ruddy or red.   
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

 

“ . . . “ 

 

Please see North Carolina. 
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TENNESSEE 
 

 

“ The Mercantile or Place for Meetings”  

 

In 1567, the Spanish explorer, Captain Juan Pardo, was the first 

person to record the name “Tanasqui” that wasnamed for an 

American Indian town in today’s State of Tennessee. 

 

Tanasqui is said to have a Cherokee stem and had the meaning 

of the place of meetings or where there is a river bend. 

 

In Cherokee, “da-na-tlo-s-ga” means meetings. 

 

“A-di-sa-da-di-s-di” means there is bend.21 

 

“A-da-ne-lv-tsu-ni-la-wi-s-di” means meeting house. 

 

The stem “a-da-na-nv-” means store or mercantile. 

 

It likewise from the word for commercial. 

 

The stem “a-da-ne-lv” produces words for building, budgeting, 

or arranging. 

 

It seems Tennessee means the place of business meetings.  

 
21 https://language.cherokee.org/word-list/  

https://language.cherokee.org/word-list/
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TEXAS 
 

 

“The Home of Friends and Brothers” 

 

Texas was named for the American Indian group called the 

Tejas. 

 

Their name means friend or ally. 

 

During the Spanish colonial period, Texas was known as 

“Nuevo Reino de Filipinas”. 

 

Filipinas is related to the given name Philip and like the U. S. 

City of Philadelphia means friend, brother, or ally.  

 

Texas was likewise also called in Spanish “La Provincia de 

Texas”. 

 

Texas was the  home of the allies or partners. 
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UTAH 
 

 

“The Upper People” 

 

Utah comes from the name of the Ute people of the Great 

Basin in  southwest United States who were members of the 

Uto-Aztecan people. 

 

The Ute language is a dialect of Shosone. 

 

In another major dialect, the Duck Lake dialect, “yutsu” means 

to rise-up, get up, or fly.  

 

Utah in one report is said to mean the people on high. 

 

“Yuta” means Ute from which we get Utah. 22 

 

To fall down is “yuma.” 

 

Spanish explorers derived Ute from the term quasuatas that 

referred to all tribes north of the people called Pueblo and up 

to the Shoshone. 

 

It is reported that the neighbors of the Utes the Pueblo called 

the Utes the mountain people. 

 

 
22 https://shoshoniproject.utah.edu/language-materials/shoshoni-

dictionary/dictionary.php?filter=Y  

https://shoshoniproject.utah.edu/language-materials/shoshoni-dictionary/dictionary.php?filter=Y
https://shoshoniproject.utah.edu/language-materials/shoshoni-dictionary/dictionary.php?filter=Y
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VERMONT 
 

 

“The Verdant Mountain” 

 

The roots of Vermont are easy to understand. 

 

The prefix “ver-” connects to the English word verdant and 

means to be leafy and green. 

 

In Latin, “Veridis” means fresh, young, blooming green. 

 

“Mont” means  mount or mountain. 

 

In Vermont, you will see many a beautiful scene. 

 

It is composed of a luxurious highland. 

 

Vermont means the leafy green mountain. 

  

  



49 

 

VIRGINIA 
 

 

“The Untouched land“ 

 

Latin Virginius has roots in “virgo”. 

 

“Virgo” means virgin, maiden, or young married woman.   

 

Virginia was likewise the name of the first child born in the 

State of Virginia who was born on Roanoke Island in 1587. 

 

In the region that later would be called the State of Virginia, 

the United States was conceived and would grow. 

 

Virginia was named for the virgin queen Elizabeth I of England. 

 

Virginia was the virgin land, the unsettled and untouched land. 
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WASHINGTON 
 

 

“The Estate of Wheat”  

 

Washington was named for Revolutionary War General and 

later first President of the United States George Washington. 

 

It is supposed that an Anglo-Saxon chieftain called Hwæsa 

settled with his clan in northeast England in what become 

Hwæsingatun, which grew to be called Wassyngton. 

 

“Hwaes” likely was a personal name that meant sheath of 

wheat.   

 

“Ing” at time means from or people. 

 

“Tun” means a fenced of estate, village, town, or community. 

 

Wassyngton means the estate of the Hwaes people. 

 

In Old English, “hwaes” is a crop or sheath of wheat. 

 

Washington essentially means the estate of wheat. 

 

The sheath of wheat often symbolizes life and productivity. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 
 

 

“ . . . “   

 

Please see Virginia.  

  

During the Civil War, West Virginia was separated from  

Virginia.  
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WISCONSIN 
 

 

“The Place of the Red Stone“ 

 

Wisconsin comes from an Algonquin Miami American Indian 

word that originally was spelled "Meskonsing". 

 

It was later misspelled by the early French as “Ouisconsin”.  

 

Wisconsin was named for the local river whose name likely 

meant the place of the red stone. 

 

In Algonquin Ojibwa, “miskwa-assin” means red stone. 

 

Wisconsin likely denotes the Wisconsin Bluffs that are 

composed of ruddy or cinnamon stone. 
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WYOMING 
 

 

“The Great Meadow or Prairie”  

 

The name Wyoming comes from the Eastern United States and 

the Algonquin Delaware or Lenape American Indian language. 

The western State of Wyoming was named for Pennsylvania’s 

Wyoming Valley. 

 

Wyoming, Pennsylvania, first was called by the Iroquoian 

language  Seneca as “Schahandowana.”   

 

Their name for the Valley meant wide plain or flat treeless 

country.  

 

The Lenape subtribe the Munsee had at this time in the 

Wyoming Valley a village.  

 

The name Wyoming is a Munsee translation of 

Schahandowana.  

 

Wyoming was written early on by Colonists as “Maugh-wau-

wa-me” and “M’chweu-wa-mi” that led to Wayomik among 

other variations, and later Wyoming. 

 

Today, in Lenape “mexinkwe-mekeke” means large or big 

plain, meadow, or prairie. 


