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Tuscola County Townships 

 

Akron 
 
“The Place of the Ackerman and Agriculture” 
  
Akron likely means the field that is arable and 
agrarian.  
  The German word "aker" means field or 
cultivated land. 
Akron was named after Ohio's City of Akron. 
Akron is a place of agriculture and the ardent 
famer.  
Latin “ager” and Norwegian “akr” also mean the 
farming field. 
Near Akron crops produce a great and wonderful 
yield. 
In the fields of Akron planting is done on level 
fertile ground on almost every acre. 
 

Almer 

“The Nobleperson" 
  
Almer means the atheling or high born man or 
woman. 
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It means the overseer, the elder, the gentle man 
or woman. 
 

Arbella 

“The Artist Who Creates Beauty" 
  
Arbella means one with artistic skill and 
symmetry. 
It means someone whose work is a new creation 
or novella— 
The word is related to—Mars. 
Mars was the God of Agriculture and War who 
was often mentioned in many ancient memoirs. 
 
  

Dayton 

“The Highland or Dyke” 
  
The surname Dayton comes from the name 
Deighton. 
Deighton means the town by the dyke. 
A dyke is a mound. 
Dayton is located in Tuscola County's southern 
high ground.  
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Columbia 

“The Symbol of Love—the Dove” 
  
The word columbine means dove. 
Passenger Pigeons once flocked Columbia 
Township in the northern part of Tuscola. 
The dove is the symbol of Venus—the Goddess of 
Love. 
 
  

Denmark 

“The Marshland” 
  
Denmark means the borderland, moor, or swamp 
land. 
In Europe as here a borderland is called a marsh 
or mark. 
 
  

Elkland 

“The Land of the Stag or Roe Deer” 
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Elkland means the highland— 
It was the place of the elk or large roe deer. 
In Elkland in Tuscola once at an early date, 
hunters of the "alce" would gather. 
 
  

Ellington 

“The Elevated Hill or Town” 
  
Ellington means the highland town. 
It is the place with altitude. 
It is a place that is not subdued. 
Ellington is an elevated highland not far from the 
northern bank of the Cass River.  
Ellington is land that is elevated and uplifted. 
It is a land that was formed upwards or superior.   
 
  

Elmwood 

“The Elder Forest Realm” 
  
Elmwood means the forest of alder or elm. 
Elmwood once contained a forest of mature 
deciduous wood. 
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Fairgrove 
“The Beautiful Woods of Pine” 
  
Fairgrove was the place of the good pine.  
Fairgrove lies on a small knoll on which once pine 
trees grew that were first-rate. 
Fairgrove was also the site of the Native Indian 
trail and wigwam set in a cove. 
The beauty of the isolated pines, which once 
stood here, was great. 
 

Fremont 

“Liberty Mountain" 
  
Fremont means the free or unencumbered 
mountain. 
In Tuscola’s the southern tier of hills, is found the 
Township of Fremont. 
 

 Gilford 

“The Path that Fords Over the Gully” 
  
Gilford means the passageway over the ravine. 
Gilford was the place of the small stream. 
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The creek curved about in a way serpentine. 
An ancient Indian trial once crossed the stream. 
This was the site of a ford over the rift, ditch, or 
gully. 
Here today are many ditches and drains. 
This was once a site of wetland plains. 
It was the place of the Native trail and the gully 
ford.  
 

Indianfields 

“The Native Garden Land” 
  
Indianfields was once the site of the Native 
cultivated ground or farm land. 
Native American’s often came to the Indianfields. 
In the spring they worked here in their garden 
fields. 
They planted large crops of Indian corn, squash, 
beans, and potatoes.  
They arranged the plantings together in short 
arrangements or rows. 
 

Juniata 

“The Standing Rock” 
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Juniata Township is the site where a high hill 
occurs. 
The Iroquoian word Juniata means “standing 
rock”. 
The township was once previously called Rogers. 
The hill lays above high and catches the wind or 
breeze. 
A copious view of the Cass River Valley is seen 
from the hills of Juniata.  
 The hills were once covered with majestic cork 
pine trees. 
 

Kingston 

“The Town Royal" 
  
The site of Kingston is baronial. 
It Thumb of Michigan’s royal town. 
An early inhabitant owned a link to Kings. 
What stories that heritage brings. 
 

Koylton 

“The Highland Hill” 
  
The Latin word "collis" means the hill.  
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Koylton is set in a high point in the center of the 
Thumb of Michigan. 
It is a place of the ancient Indian trail that went 
along a highland. 
Koylton is a township at the top of a high knoll of 
gravel and sand. 
 

 Millington 

“The Place of Millwork” 
  
Millington means the place where pines were 
harvested and cut. 
Millington was the site of the early winter logging 
hut. 
Millington was also the site of a saw mill that 
sliced rough logs and performed other millwork. 
Many board feet of logs were transported down 
the currents of the creek called Millington. 
They were destined for the Cass and Saginaw 
Rivers and their saw mills. 
Loggers worked the woods each fall and winter. 
Mill sawyers often worked in the spring and 
summer. 
Millington was the origin and site of bounteous 
millwork. 
Millington was named for Dr. Millington of Ann 
Arbor. 
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Novesta 

“The Stove” 
  
Novesta was hurriedly named after a stove called 
"No. 5 Vesta". 
Vesta was the Latin goddess of the fireplace, 
hearth, or stove. 
Novesta is named during a cold winter spell. 
Novesta is during the winter a chilly lowland or 
dell. 
Novesta is the place of domestic life and the 
home. 
Perhaps in name the township, the authors were 
thinking of warmth of the new home. 
 

 Tuscola 

“The Level Cultivated Land” 
  
Tuscola is said to mean the level prairie land. 
At one time the Thumb of Michigan was called by 
the French "La Pays Plat". 
This phrase means the country that is flat.  
Native American Chief Otusson had a village that 
was partly in Tuscola. 
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The meaning of his name was platform, bed, or 
bench. 
In Anishinabe "tesakamiga” means the flat land. 
The Anishinabe word “tessab” means bench. 
 “Tessa” is connected with flat objects that are 
elevated such as a bed, platform, cupboard, or 
scaffold.   
Perhaps, Tuscola or “tessakamig” in its original 
Native meaning meant level bench land or 
plateau. 
The Latin word "colo" means cultivated land or 
farmland. 
Tuscola means the garden land that is level or flat 
like a bench land or plateau.  
Tuscola is a bit of both Native American and Latin 
expressions when all is said and told. 
 

 Vassar 

“The Place of the Holds Water” 
  
Vassar means that which contains water. 
In Latin "vas” means a vessel or vase. 
Vassar is located on a flood-plain or alluvial 
ground near the Cass River. 
Floods were once common to this location. 
The word for water is “wasser” in German.  
This was the overflowing or high water place. 
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This was once a site of frequent inundation. 
   

 Wells 

“The Spring” 
  
Wells means the place of artesian spring. 
Wells means the place where cold water from the 
ground expels.  
An artesian well was once located here.  
The township was named for it first pioneer 
Joseph Wells. 
It was the place of the natural fountain or place of 
water. 
 

Watertown 

“The Wetland" 
  
Watertown means the moor or marshland. 
Watertown means where there is sodden ground. 
Watertown was the place of the upland bog. 
On the nearby, dry, sandy hills, large majestic pine 
once grew and were found. 
Watertown was the place of the muskrat, beaver, 
badger, raccoon, along with the wetland frog.  
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Wisner 

“The Wet Prairie or Grassland” 
  
Wisner is along Saginaw Bay and was once a wet 
meadow land. 
"Wiesen" in German means the field or open 
country. 
Wisner was named for Michigan governor Moses 
Wisner. 
Wisner was a place for fishing and hunting. 
Wisner was the place of the Anishinabe “makwa” 
or bear.  
Today here into Saginaw Bay empties the stream 
called Quanicassee. 
Its name was shown on the 1855 Farmer map as 
“Maqua-nake-see[bi]”. 
That name meant Black Bear River. 
East of Wisner was the Native “boyg-na-sing” or 
wild rice gathering place. 
Time here was often taken at a leisurely pace. 
Into the Boygnasing enter two streams called 
“Quana-cu-see”. 
The names likely meant The Lady’s Two Creeks or 
“Ikkwe-nijo-sibi”. 
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Tuscola County Rivers and 
Streams  

Cass River 

“The Stream of Sand, Gravel, and Stone” 
  
Michigan Territorial Governor Lewis Cass was the 
namesake for the Cass River. 
His surname may have meant a person from the 
rock or stone. 
The Latin word for rock is "saxum". 
The Cass River is the grand river of Michigan's 
Thumb. 
Latin "calx", French "cailloux"  mean stony or 
rocky. 
The Cass River is made of cobble. 
It is a river of gravel and pebble.  
  

Cheboyganing Creek 

“The Place of Great Rice Gathering” 
  
Cheboyganing means the place for flailing. 
"Gitchi" means great while "bwahgan" means to 
harvest rice with a stick. 
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Cheboyganing Creek was the great rice gathering 
creek. 
Here wild rice was knocked into a canoe with a 
quick flick of a stick. 
 

Columbia Creek 

“The Home of the Dove” 
  
The columbine is the morning dove. 
Passenger pigeons or doves once flocked near and 
along Columbia Creek. 
They were a spectacular sight. 
Their great flocks would shade the sky and make it 
as dark as twilight or night. 
 

Evergreen Creek 

“The Place of the Pine" 
  
Evergreen Creek was once bordered with majestic 
always green cork pine. 
Loggers once cut and floated pine logs down 
Evergreen Creek. 
 

Goodwin Creek 
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“The Place of Blessing” 
  
A “gooding” is a blessed thing. 
Goodwin Creek was once called Houghton and 
Goodings Creek. 
The woodland bounty of the early Goodwin Creek 
was a great blessing of thanksgiving.  
  

Perry Creek 

“The Place of the Carry Over or Portage” 
  
The Latin word "peri" means to go through or to 
carry something over. 
Below the mouth of Perry Creek once was a 
driftwood dam that blocked the river. 
This was the place of a great Cass River portage. 
Perry Creek was also once called Hurd’s Creek.1 
  

Quanicassee River 

“The Bear and the Lady’s or Squaw Creek” 
  
The west branch of the Quanicassee River was 
originally called Maqua-ne-ke-see[be].2 

 
1 1855 Farmer Map of Michigan. 
2 1855 Farmer Map of Michigan. 
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 “Makwa” means bear while “seebe” means river.  
 Two streams ran into Boygoning marsh just 
northeast of Maqua-ne-ke-see. 
Boygoning means where wild rice is thrashed, 
gathered, or collected. 
The two creeks were both called Quan-a-kus-see. 
These Creeks were later both partly or fully called 
Squaw Creek. 
In Anishinaabe or Chippewa, “Ikkwe-sibi” means 
Squaw Creek. 
Quanicassee likely means Squaw Creek or where 
the ladies in the marsh worked. 
The Anishinaabe phrase “Ikkwe-nijos-sibii” means 
squaw two Creeks. 
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Cutting from the 1855 Farmer Map of Michigan 
that shows Maqua-neke-see [River] and the each 
Quan-a-cus-see [River].  
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The cutting above from the 1873 Tackleberry 
chart of Tuscola shows in the northwest Squaw 
Creek and Quanicassee River. 
 

Sucker Creek 

The Sucker Fish River” 
  
The stream called Sucker Creek was named for the 
maple trees along its side that produced maple 
sugar. 
Native American's made sugar cubes from the sap 
of the maple trees that grew along the creek. 
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French "sucre" and in German "Zucker" mean 
sugar. 
Nonetheless during the spring, the stream was 
known also for its great runs of sucker fish. 
Coated with maple syrup everyone would eat 
them with relish. 
Whether Sucker Creek means sugar of the fish the 
sucker is a guess. 
Both are noble names nonetheless. 
  

White Creek 

“The Clear and Bright Stream" 
  
Tuscola County's second largest stream is White 
Creek. 
White Creek glittered with light and was a crystal 
clear running stream. 
  
 

Wiscoggin Creek 

“The Beaver and Muskrat Lodges and Beaver 
Dams” 
  
Wiscoggin Creek early on also was known as 
Wishkawking and Wiseoning. 
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It has even been labeled as Sebewaing. 
Wiscoggin Creek seems to mean the river of the 
beaver and muskrat lodges and the beaver dams. 
Wiscoggin Creek was the place of many a small 
animal haunt. 
 It was a place of which everyone would speak. 
The pelts from the Wiscoggin Creek were worn 
with great display and flaunt. 
In Anishinaabe “wishk- gibaakwa'igan” means the 
beaver or muskrat water lodge and dams.  
  
  

https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/main-entry/gibaakwa-igan-ni
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The above Cutting of the 1855 Farmer Map of 
Michigan shows Tuscola County and its creeks 
and rivers.
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Tuscola County Towns and 
Cities 
 

Akron 

“The City on the Hill . . .  the Acropolis” 
  
[See Township of Akron.] 
  

Caro 

“The Person Who Harries” 
  
The City of Caro was named for Egypt's City of 
Cairo.  
Cairo was named for Mars the ancient God of 
Agriculture and War. 
In Greek Mars was called Aries. 
Both names Mars and Aries mean the person who 
harrows or harries. 
Caro is a town on a small hill that was once 
surrounded by a wetland. 
It is s place of horticulture and farmland. 
 

 Cass City 
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“The City of Stone” 
 
[See the Cass River.] 
 

 Mayville 

“The Place Majestic” 
  
Mayville is located on a large high hill. 
In Latin, "maior" means something major or 
majestic. 
Mayville is the high point of Tuscola County. 
It is the town located in highland country.  
  

Millington 

“The Mill Town” 
 
[See the Township of Millington.] 
 

Richville 

"The Town that is Rich and Bountiful" 
  
In German the word "reich" means wealthy, 
copious, large, or wide. 
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Richville was named for the rich fertile soil that 
surrounds the village on every side.  
 

 Unionville 

"It Supported the United States as a Union" 
 
Wishkawking was the Native American name for 
Unionville. 
During the Civil War, Unionville maintained the 
United States as a union.  
Unionville was once called Point Aux Marias. 
Unionville was the place of the large point and 
marsh along the Saginaw Bay. 
 

 Vassar 

“The Site of High Water” 
 
[See the Township of Vassar.] 
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Huron County Place Names  

Charity Island 

"The Ile of Compassion" 
  
In Anishinaabe or Chippewa "Shawangunk" was 
the name for Charity Island. 
Charity Island is a refuge for sailors in the Saginaw 
Bay. 
Charity in Chippewa is "Zhaawendan" that also 
means I have mercy or compassion. 
When boating in bad weather, the Ile of Charity 
was a good place to stay. 
  

Katechay Island 

"The Place with Things Hidden" 
  
The Ojibwa word "kadawa" means it is hidden. 
"Tchag" means a good or provision. 
Katechay means the cache. 
The place of the hidden things or catch seems to 
be the meaning of Katechay Island. 
It was the place of the great stash. 
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 Pinnebog River 

"The Place of the Partridge Bog" 
  
In the name Pinnebog the Anishinaabe or 
Chippewa "bine" means partridge while the 
ending bog may be simply English and mean 
swamp or bog. 
The Pinnebog River is somewhat flat and wide. 
On the 1855 Map of Michigan, Pinnebog River was 
also called Partridge River. 
It is was once a good river for a canoe ride. 
A branch of the Pinnebog River was once called 
Berry River. 
 

 Pigeon River 

"The River of the Passenger Pigeon" 
  
Along the Pigeon River, Passenger Pigeons once 
filled the skies. 
The birds are now gone forever. 
Their feathers were held as a great reward or 
prize. 
Native people and early pioneers used poles to 
knock from the sky a banquet of pigeon. 
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The above cutting is from the 1855 Farmer Map 
of Michigan and shows the shoreline of Huron 
County in that year. 
 

Sebewaing River 

"The Thread or Fur River" 
  
Sebewaing, Sibbewaing, and Sebouin have been 
said to mean the winding river. 
The French called Sebewaing "Rio Du Fil," which  
means river of yarn or thread. 
In Chippewa "sibi" means river. 
“Wagi" means to be crooked or bowed. 
Was it the river with that wiggled, waggled, or 
wangled like a thread? 



Page 33 of 42 
 

Nonetheless, the Anishinaabe phrase “Sibi-waian” 
mean river of  fur. 
The suffix “waian” and “obewaian” mean wool, 
thread, hide, or fur. 
On the 1855 Farmer Map of Michigan, the 
Wiscoggin River to the southwest was called the 
Sebewaing. 
The Cass River to the south of Sebewaing was 
once known as Onottoway Sebewaing. 
The Pinnewinck stream that runs into the 
Onottoway Sebewaing or Cass River, also shows 
the suffix character.  
This indicates that Sebewaing was a common 
name for rivers in general in the Cass River region. 
Sebewaing likely meant the river of furs or skins in 
the greater Cass Valley section. 
Michigan’s Thumb was once called by the French 
“La Pays Peles” likely meaning the land of Peltry. 
The name Sebewaing was applied to many rivers 
in the region unquestionably. 
  

Shebeon 

"The Place of the Paddling Oar" 
  
Shebeon, or Sheboyonk was said to mean the 
place of the hidden lead ore. 
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In Anishinaabe “ashkikoman” means lead and 
does not seem to fit into the Shebeon name. 
“Kas” means it is hidden also all the same. 
Nevertheless the Anishinaabe word “ajeboian” 
mean a canoe paddle or besides an oar. 
This is close to the pronunciation of Shebeon. 
In Chippewa “ajeboie” means to work with an oar 
or to row. 
Shebeon means the place of the oar or where one 
will paddle or row. 
 

 Stone Island 

"Shaingwaukokaug" 
  
The Chippewa word "assina" means stone. 
It seems to be the prefix of the phrase ”shaing-
wau-ko-kaug”. 
The suffix may have originally been “wagakwad" 
that means the crooked axe. 
Shaing-wau-ko-kaug may mean the place of the 
stone axe. 
In the early 1700’s Ottawa live around and about 
Stone Island. 
The isle is composed of stone and sand. 
 

White Rock Creek 
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The People of the White Rock” 
 
White Rock Creek was named for the White Rock 
that that is off shore in nearby Lake Huron. 
In the mid 1600’s the early people of this region 
were the Ariatoeronon who seems to have been 
Wyandotte or Huron. 
Their name Ariatoeronon seems to mean the Rock 
People. 
They likely held White Rock in high honor and may 
have been named for the Rock. 
Nearby White Rock Creek is White, Slate Stone, 
and Rock Falls Creek that empty in Lake Huron. 
From near the Great Bog or Marsh the streams 
quell. 
 

Willow Creek 

"The Place for Making Baskets"  
  
The place of the withy or weaving tree is the 
meaning of Willow Creek. 
Willow roots have been used in making baskets. 
Willow Creek was called Wet-to-bee-wak by 
Native People and the early pioneer.3 
 “Watabimakak” means basket. 

 
3 Pioneer History of Huron County, Michigan by Florence McKinnon 
Gwinn, pg. 9.   
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“Makak” means a box or wood container. 
“Watabi” may mean the [willow] tree root. 
Wet-to-bee-wok seems o mean where there are 
roots for basket making in the woods. 
Willow baskets are made from osier or a withy a 
long flexible willow shoot. 
Willow Creek was the place in which Native 
people made basket goods. 
The prefix “watabi” may mean willow root while 
the suffix ““waki” means woods. 
 

Zappapoic Creek 

“The Spade” 
 
The Italian word “zappa” means to hoe or spade. 
Another word for it is to sap or undermine. 
Perhaps Zappapoic means the place of the mine. 
Nonetheless there may also be a Native American 
orgin to the name Zappapoic Creek.  
The Anishanaabe word “jabode” mean I pass 
through or escape. 
Today the Zappapoic is likely Elm Creek. 
Zappapoic Creek was passageway to the North 
Branch of the Cass River. 
Here one could go to the Cass River by way of a 
gap in the landscape.  
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“Jabobi” means there is a pass through of water.4 
 
 
  

 
4 A Dictionary of he Ojibway Language by Frederick Baraga, pg. 162. 
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Saginaw County Place 
Names  

Saginaw 

"Where the River Pours Out" 
  
Saginaw means the place where there is a river 
spout.  
At an early date Sankinon was the name for 
Saginaw. 
The German and Dutch word "schenken" means 
give a drink or to pour out. 
In Chippewa "siginan" means I pour it. 
“Saginang" means we pour it. 
In Anishinaabe or Chippewa, "saging" means 
where the river pours out.  
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Sanilac County Place Names  

Black River 

"The River that is Dark" 
  
The Black River was named after the deep 
hemlock color of the river. 
In Chippewa, "makatewagamiwsibi" also means 
black river. 
From its hemlock trees, the color of the Black 
River was very dark. 
  

Sanilac 

"The place of Water" 
  
In an old Huron poem, the hero was a spirit 
warrior called Sannilac. 
In Huron, the word "sandusky" means water that 
is chilly. 
The name Sanilac likely has the same root as 
Sandusky. 
In Onondaga, "ochneca" means water. 
Sanilac once included nearly the entire Thumb of 
Michigan. 
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The tip of Michigan’s Thumb Peninsula, it was on 
three sides surrounded by water.   
  

Shabonna 

"The Place that is Strong" 
  
"Sabadis" in Chippewa means it is hardy. 
The road called Shabonna Road goes from Sanilac 
to Tuscola County. 
The roads goes through a once rugged area. 
Shabonna means the place that is tough and 
strong. 
Nonetheless the Anishinaabe word “Jabode 
means to I go pass through. 
Shabonna Road is along a passageway from Lake 
Huron along Big Creek to the Black River. 
From there along today’s Shabona Road one may 
go overland to the South Branch of the Cass River. 
Shabonna also may mean the way through. 
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The Indian Trails—
Michigan’s Thumb  

 

 The Thumb of Michigan's Indian Trails are shown 
below. 
Two of the eastern Thumb trails form M-24 and a 
part of M-53 Highway. 
I called the M-24 path the "The High Bank or 
Podunk Trail", 
The M-53 Trail may be called the "Sanilac Trail". 
In the western Thumb "Saginaw Trail" was the 
baseline for today’s I-75 Highway 
Along the high ground along Lake Huron, the trails 
would also follow. 
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The overlay on the 1846 Michelle Map of 
Michigan shows the Indian Trials of the Thumb of 
Michigan. 


