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The old advertisements in this book are from early 
editions of the Tuscola County Advertiser whom we 

thank for allowing us to use them in this book.   

They give the work an  additional unparalleled look. 
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Introduction 

 

______________________________ 
 

A look at the garages and car dealerships and the gas 
and service stations of early Caro, Michigan, is an aspect 
that is very interesting and revealing.   

Many of the early, original, gas stations of early Caro 
are yet the same types of businesses, even today.   

I guess one might say . . . once a gas station nearly 
always a gas station.   

The beginning of the automobile interests in Caro 
started in the very early twentieth century, which has 
been a relatively short period of time to today.    

Its beginning then was about one-hundred years, ago! 

The address of a business that I have marked with an 
“*” in this book is today the same type of business that 
it was in the past . . . either a dealership or more 
commonly a gas station. 

Enjoy reading this work about Caro’s history as it 
relates to the early automobile industry.   

It’s a fascinating story . . . of early Caro. 

Thanks for reading, 

Mark R. Putnam 

______________________________ 
 
 

4 

 

Caro’s & Michigan’s First Horseless 
Carriage 

 

______________________________ 

 

In 1899, W. J. Moore of the Caro, Michigan, a telephone 
mogul, purchase a horseless carriage from a Paris, 
France, company.  

It was called a De Dion Bouton Voiturette [Motorette] and 
was the first automobile or car in Michigan! 

When Mr. Moore later drove to Detroit his new 
horseless carriage, it was examined with boundless 
interest by Henry Ford, who was then experimenting 
with the manufacture of his own horseless carriage. 

______________________________ 

 

In May 1901, in the Advertiser, W. J. Moore, the 
telephone man, announced that he had taken up in the 
Thumb of Michigan the De Dion Bouton Motorette 
franchise or agency. 

The De Dion-Bouton was a horseless carriage one of 
which Mr. Moore was then an owner.   

Mr. Moore in the local paper asked that prospective 
buyers send in their order by postal card and that he 
would give it his prompt attention. 

In June 1901, Mr. Moore drove 60 miles in his De Dion 
Bouton Motorette to Port Austin, Michigan. 

There he sold to W. F. Hubbard, a banker, a five horse 
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powered model of the same kind for $1,500.    

The next day, Mr. Moore returned home making the trip 
at an average speed of 16 miles an hour. 

______________________________ 

 

In September 1902, one of the first automobile races in 
the state was enjoyed in Caro.   

It took place at the 21st Tuscola County Fair that that 
had with it the first Whitney Family Circus exhibition. 

The star attractions came in the afternoon and lasted 
for a couple of hours. 

The attractions fully sustained the promises that the 
management had widely advertised and published.    

In the Automobile race during the fair that took place 
on Wednesday, W J. Moore drove his De Dion—Bouton 
Motorette that was gasoline powered while Mr. Randall, 
the barber at the Hotel Montague, drove an Olds 
automobile.   

The race ended in a tie. 

On Thursday and Friday, the two remaining days, the 
races were equally as exciting.   

There were two other automobiles with a record of two 
minutes [for a mile or about 30 miles an hour]. 

They were a Winton from Flint and a Peerless from 
Saginaw, Michigan.   

These were the first automobile races ever held in the 
county, or in fact, in the state for that matter. 

The races drew substantial attention and interest. 
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In the history of the Tuscola County Fair, that year's 
fair was one of the best. 

  

______________________________ 

 

Mr. Moore’s De Dion-Bouton Motorette during winter of 
1902-03 was reworked or remanufactured.   

When he purchased it in 1899, the horseless carriage 
came with a three horse motor and a seating capacity 
for two people.   

It never was precisely satisfactory to Mr. Moore, so 
that winter he over hauled it with the aid of the 
mechanical genius Elmer Howell.  

The new car made its appearance for the first time in 
March 1903. 

No one would imagine it was the same machine from the 
previous year.  

The three and a half horse motor was replaced with a 
seven horse one and the body of the carriage changed 
entirely. 

It afterward accommodated four people . . . instead of 
three.  

It was equally painted a bright red, striped in black, and 
was altogether a handsome rig, rivaling the $2,500 
affairs that were seen in a large city. 

______________________________ 
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W. J. Moore at the Steering wheel & Dr. Olin as a 

passenger—De Dion Bouton Motorette—about 1902 
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Caro’s Early Automotive Garages & 
Dealerships 

 

______________________________ 

 
One will note that many of the garages in early Caro 
sprang from bicycle shops and machinery repair shops.  

Dealerships would be closely connected with repair 
garages that were reliable. 

To have a dealership one would need to have had a 
license or franchise from the manufacturer of a 
particular automobile. 

______________________________ 

 
In May 1909, the Tuscola County Advertiser wrote that 
among the growing institutions that made Caro a 
dynamic business town was R. B. Parker's sporting goods 
and repair store.   

That year, it was worthy of special mention that Mr. 
Parker had invested $700 in a stock of bicycles and 
tools for wheel repair and other sports items . . . such 
as tires. 

He had entered the business of “machine” buying, 
selling, and repairing.   

It was a small business, but Mr. Parker attended to it 
very strictly. 

From his efforts, he enjoyed the satisfaction of noting 



9 

 

the steady growth of his business until his investment 
had many times doubled.   

The general introduction of automobiles made it 
advisable to equip a shop for their repair too as well as 
smaller items.   

For that purpose, Mr. Parker completed a brick garage 
29 by 50 feet that had a cement floor. 

He also bought some light gasoline engines, two iron 
lathes, some drill press grinding and brazing tools, a 
dynamo for charging storage batteries, and lighting for 
the shop.   

To crown it all off, he also purchased a steam 
vulcanizing apparatus for the repair of his client’s 
rubber tires.  

This type of outfit was seldom found except in large 
cities and was an Indication of the thoroughness with 
which Mr. Parker had prepared himself to engage in the 
highly specialized work of repairing fine machinery.   

Yet, the tools and appliances without the skill to use 
them in the most scientific manner would be to little 
advantage. 

He went farther and the services of an expert 
repairman he would engage. 

 

The new repairmen had fifteen years' experience in the 
use of fine machine tools and had worked on automobiles 
since the early stages of their manufacture.   

Mr. Parker, felt then that he was justified in his claim in 
that he had the largest and best equipped garage. 

The building would eventually be called the Thumb Auto 
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Garage.   

He undertook the repair of everything from a sewing 
machine and the steam or gasoline engine to the largest 
and finest automobile.   

He also sharpened everything from a pen knife to a lawn 
mower and wood planer.    

______________________________ 

 

In 1910, the number of automobiles in Caro was 69 while 
it was 200 in the entire county.   

The growth of the automobile businesses had been so 
rapid that the sale of cars was almost beyond belief in 
Tuscola County.    

In 1908, the list of cars and their owners in the county 
was published in the Advertiser. 

By 1910, the 1908 total county number was exceeded by 
the number of autos owned alone in Caro.    

Farmers were rapidly getting into the game of buying 
cars . . . the new machines. 

So rapidly in fact, it was difficult to give a census and 
locate all of the “farm” sales of cars.   

It was not in the far future that the automobile was a 
very common sight in Tuscola County. 

There was becoming as many automobiles as there were 
mowing and sugar beet machines.   

In 1910, there were 69 cars in Caro.   

Practically every village in the county had one or more 
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automobile. 

Nearly if not quite every township in the county also had 
an automobile. 

______________________________ 

 

In June 1912, an important announcement in Caro, 
Michigan, was published in the local Advertiser.  

John Ruff had just rented the auto repair shop at the 
rear of Ford Auto Car Salesroom that today is the Rolka 
Building—429 N. State Street—in Caro. 

He informed the residents of the community and others 
nearby that this business was under his sole control. 

All repairs with the highest workmanship would be 
effected.   

All work done would be guaranteed.   

Those interested in a repair could stop by or mail their 
concern to John Ruff in care of the Hotel Montague in 
Caro. 

______________________________ 

 

In April 1915, over sixty cars were delivered to users 
from salesrooms in Caro.   

Automobile sales were exceptionally lively that spring. 
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Several dealers sold their entire allotment and declared 
that the factories they represented also had sold all 
their production.   

No more automobiles were obtained until the 1916 
“machines” are ready for delivery.    

While sixty or so new cars were delivered to purchasers 
directly from Caro, and several Caro agents also had 
other agents in Tuscola County and the adjoining 
counties who also sold as many cars.    

Most of the new machines were sold to first time 
buyers. 

However, many people had disposed of their old 
“mount'', harking back to bicycle days for a term, and 
were buying larger and better cars.   

A used car market was being established and launched. 

In 1915, beginning at the north end of State Street and 
going south the listing of dealers was as follows with 
their customers:   

H. W. Cooper—Studebaker automobiles; K.  W.  
Allard, Ouy R. Forbes, William Kinde. 

Turner & Riley—Maxwell automobiles:  Emery Cones,  
Nate Pattison, Henry Manke, F. A. Turner. 

Purdy Brothers—Overland automobiles:  Mrs.  H.  T.  
Phelps, C. O. Blinn, W. H. Bechtel, David Taylor. Elmer 
Thomas, C. W. Gage, Charles Neal, George Marsaw, Dr. 
Orr of Clifford, Arthur Tonkin, Ora Forshee, Fred Bell 
of Akron. 
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H. S. Myers & Company—Buick automobiles:  Milton 
D. Kaly, A. J. Stevenson. Fred Humm, A. C. Olmstand, K. 
C. Robinson of Fostoria, George Kinney of Mayville; I.  M. 
Lewis of Akron. 

Smith A. Sutton—Ford automobiles:  George Piercy,  
W. J. Moore, David Andrews, Dr. C. W. Clark, Floyd 
Allen, Roy Shurlow, B. J. Turner, W. A. Mudge, Frank 
Carson, Peter Miller, Barney Perry, Oliver Raby Clayton 
Faust, Robert Brown. H. S Wickware, James Belknap all 
near Caro; Karl Laturno of Unionville; Theo C. Will, Edsel 
Bloomfield; C. E Feester, Alfred Bloomfield, F. Marlon 
French, all of Akron; W. L. Burse of Elmwood. George 
Schemm, Herman Zoerk, William Rau, Nicholas Van 
Petten all of Reese; C. F. Liken of Sebewaing; T.  J. Barr, 
Harlow Farver of Fairgrove; William Cappen of Ashmore. 

Campbell's Implement Store—Reo automobiles:  Fred 
Cooklin of Ellington. 

L. W. Luder—Argo:  Dr.  F.  P.  Bender.  K.  A.  Jessup,  
Grant, Wesley Metcalf. 

______________________________ 
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The Thumb Auto Company was in business also in 

1910—its building was constructed in 1909 
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Possibly the first garage in Caro, the Thumb Auto 

Garage—started officially in 1909  

 

 

The Riddle Automobile Garage--1910  
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The Meyers Brothers sold Buicks in Caro—1910—it 

would buy out the Thumb Motor Company 
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The Four Major Early Dealerships 

 

______________________________ 

 

The following dealerships served early Caro. 

They are listed by address going north to south along or 
near State Street in Caro. 

The main sellers sold the following automobiles: 

Chevrolet. 

Ford. 

Buick. 

Dodge. 

______________________________ 
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Chevrolet 

______________________________ 

 
700 N. State St: 

______________________________ 
 

Metcalf & Schrader was at this location and in existence 
in the 1920’s to 1940’s. 

Initially, it was also called the North End Gas Station 
and sold gas, oil, and confectionary.   

This was later the Wiltsie Kelly Dealership and today is 
the Pat Curtis Chevrolet & Cadillac Dealership. 

The later business was expanded in the about 2000 and 
today has its showroom on Ellington Street in Caro.  

In the 1930’s, the Metcalf & Schrader business was 
selling Blue Sunoco Gasoline along with cars.   

In August of 1947, Metcalf & Schrader who were the 
local distributors of Sunoco products purchased three 
lots on Columbia Street south of the W. N. Clark 
Company Plant [Canning Factory] on which storage tanks 
were placed.   

The R. B Deming Estate sold the land to the new owner.   

Metcalf & Schrader was a Sunoco distributor at least 
until 1967.   

By 1950, the Sunoco Gas & Oil Station at 700 N. State 
Street was owned by Wilsie & Kelly and was also then a 
Chevrolet Dealership.   
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Wilsie & Kelly later added the Cadillac line in the 1960’s.   

In the 1980’s, the Pat Curtis Oldsmobile & Cadillac 
dealership was the owner.   

______________________________ 

 
Metcalf & Schrader advertisement—1922 
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Ford 

 

______________________________ 
 

429-437 N. State St: 

______________________________ 
 

The Ford Dealership was in Caro by 1912 and would be 
known as the Caro Motor Sales a bit later. 

The address 429 N. State Street, today, is the site of 
the Rolka Building.   

In 1917, C. A. Klein who was the manager of Caro Motor 
Sales closed negotiation with T. W. Atwood to purchase 
66 feet along N. State Street directly in front of the 
Tuscola County Courthouse between the State Savings 
Bank and the H. W. Cooper store. 

H. W. Cooper also sold Studebaker cars.    

Soon a two story-high brick building was constructed 
that was in dimensions 60 by 120 feet.   

Mr. and Mrs. Klein also at this time purchased the N. 
Almer Street home of Druggist Carl Palmer.   

In 1944, the Caro Motor Sales was at 429 N. State 
Street. 

______________________________ 
 

The Caro Motor Sales & Manufacturing was at 415 Wells 
Street.   
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______________________________ 
  

[In 1951, the Stenger Packard Company was at 751 S. 
State Street.]   

In the 1953 Caroscope, the Caro Motor Sales had an 
advertisement.   

In the 1955 Caroscope, Rademacher & Lyons owned the 
Ford Sales & Service establishment. 

According the 1958 Caro Phone Book, the Ford Sales & 
Service was located at 751 S. State Street.   

The Caro Motor Sales seems to have gone out of 
business just after 1958.    

In the 1960 Caroscope, the Patrick Ford Sales was at 
751 S. State Street.   

That same year, the Ford Dealership was also called the 
Bob Kettles Ford Sales. 

______________________________ 
 

In 1965, Mr. Moore came to Caro with his business 
partner Bill Burton and likely purchased the Bob Kettles 
Ford Sales.  

Burton & Moore broke ground in April 1966 a few 
months after coming to Caro for their new business. 

It was located just west of Caro.   

The Moore Motors was first named Burton—Moore Ford 
and sold cars that were both Ford and Mercury.   

In 1968, Burton—Moore Ford became the Lincoln dealer 
for Tuscola and Sanilac County.   

In 1970, Mr. Moore bought out Mr. Burton and became 
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the sole owner. 

Chrysler approached Mr. Moore about selling the Dodge 
Plymouth Chrysler franchise, and he then became their 
authorized dealer.  

Burton-Moore Ford became Moore Motor Sales, which is 
in existence, today. 

______________________________ 

 
 

 
Across from the Tuscola County Courthouse at the 

right is the Ford Dealership in Caro, MI, that in the 
1940’s was called Caro Motor Sales—429-437 N. 

State Street—the Striffler Car Dealership would be 
located at site of the first building on the left, 

later, in the 1920’s—345 N. State Street 
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An Advertisement in May 1925 
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Buick 

 

______________________________ 

 
362-363 N. State St: 

______________________________ 
 

In February 1910, the Buick Auto Supply & Garage 
Company decided to open a garage in Caro. 

In May 1910, there was the completion of the sale of 
the Thumb Auto Company to H. S. Meyer’s. 

The sale consisted of the garage on State Street with a 
frontage of 58 feet. 

The price was $6,000, which was considered a bargain. 

The Thumb Auto Company was then liquidated or 
dissolved. 

The purchase made by Henry Meyers gave his company 
an excellent showroom for his expanding line of Buick 
cars.  

The garage was steam heated, was electric lighted, and 
had every convenience for the automobile patron.  

In July 1912, H. S.  Meyer’s sons, Clarence and George 
were in Flint to inspect the new 1913 line of Buick Cars.  

In February 1913, H. S. Meyers & Company received a 
new line of Buick cars. 

It had them displayed in their new garage. 
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______________________________ 

 
H. W. Cooper before he was a partner of Fred Striffler 
sold Studebaker cars in 1917. 

Studebaker had been a wagon company, and Mr. Cooper 
sold Studebaker wagons and farm equipment, previously. 

By 1918, Buick’s were being sold at the H. W. Cooper 
Garage, which may have been the old Thumb Auto 
Company garage. 

The Cooper & Striffler Dealership began selling Buick, 
Pontiac, & Chevrolet automobiles at their new 362-363 
N. State Street address beginning in 1919. 

The business last about 20 years. 

In 1942, this location was converted into a Kroger Store 
and was later the site of the Cadillac Market, which was 
also grocery. 

Fred C. Striffler became the Michigan State Budget 
Director in 1943. 

He served in that position until 1946, and because his 
health was bad he retired.  

Mr. Striffler in 1948 in Caro died.  

In the 1970’s, the 362 N. State Street property 
became the site of the Dost Hardware and is the 
Continental Rental Store, today. 

______________________________ 

 
345 N. State St:   

______________________________ 
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The Striffler Used Car Lot was located at this address 
in the 1940’s, which was recently the site of Signature 
and Talmer Bank, and will in the future be a Caro 
Hospital Urgent Care Facility.   

At one time, the Secor Hotel later the Home Hotel was 
also located, here. 

______________________________ 

 
119 N. State St: 

847 S. State St: 

______________________________ 
 

In 1948 Delvin Striffler the cousin of Fred C. Striffler 
was granted the Buick & Pontiac Dealership franchise in 
Caro. 

Delvin Striffler had been a Cass City High School and 
graduated in 1931. 

After high school, he worked for his cousin. 

Shortly afterward, he attended the General Motors 
Institute in Flint, Michigan. 

The location of the Delvin Striffler Buick & Pontiac 
Dealership was at 119 N. State Street in Caro until the 
late 1950’s. 

At that time, the dealership was moved to 847 S. State 
Street where until 1962 he continued to sell the Buick 
automobile.  
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______________________________ 
 

1014 E. Dayton Rd:   

In 1963, Howard Bell visited a family friend who was a 
Mayville pharmacist and became engaged with the local 
area and the Caro community.   

Mr. Bell was an automobile dealer and quickly learned 
that the Caro Buick & Pontiac Dealership was up for sale 
in Caro.   

He borrowed some money, moved his family from 
Farmington, Michigan, and open the Howard Bell Pontiac, 
Buick, & GMS Dealership.   

In Detroit, Mr. Bell had owned a Studebaker & Packard 
Dealership.   

The new Caro car business was first called Bell—Craig.   

They moved into the old Army Reserve Depot, and the 
building he renovated and extended.   

Kimberly Bell the daughter of Howard and Beatrice Bell 
married Alan Wasik, and the name of the business in due 
time was called the Bell-Wasik—Buick & GMC 
Dealership. 

______________________________ 
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H. W. Cooper was selling Studebaker Cars by 1917 
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Advertisement from August 1919 
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Across from the Tuscola County Courthouse, the 
Cooper & Striffler Buick Garage in 1922—362 N. 

State Street 
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The Fred Striffler Use Car Lot advertisement in 
1936 
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An Advertisement from July 1942 
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Dodge 

 

______________________________ 

 

121 N. State Street: 

______________________________ 
 

This address was home to the Dodge Garage.   

It was owned by E. A. Jones and was open at least until 
the late 1930’s. 

It was known as the Dodge & Plymouth Sales—a well-
known dealership in the landscape of Caro’s downtown.   

Later, in the early twentieth century it was known as 
the Anna’s Antic, which was a second hand and antique 
store.   

In November 1909, the Thumb Auto Company purchased 
the site that then was known as the R. B. Parker Garage. 

The Thumb Auto Company also bought the Frederick 
Wheat Lot that adjoining on its south side the brick 
building owned by F. L. Stone, which was occupied by the 
Temple Theater.  

The Parker Garage was an old wood framed store. 

Mr. Parker before that time sold bicycles and sporting 
goods at the garage or store.  

The Parker building was sold to Alex Reynick who quickly 
removed the structure. 

On both lots was built a new brick garage. 

34 

 

It was made two stories high with an “L” shaped floor 
space of about 50 by 100 feet.  

A brick building was erected the previous spring by Mr. 
Parker. 

It became the back northwest quarter of the new 
garage.   

After construction, the firm then had a show room of 
about 50 feet square on N. State Street. 

The building was “L” shaped going only 50 feet deep on 
the southeast side of the garage.   

The building was a distinct improvement by its 
appearance as viewed from State Street. 

It was an ideal creation for the display of a large line of 
automobiles. 

H. H. Purdy was the proprietor of the Dodge & Plymouth 
Garage in the early 1940’s. 

______________________________ 
 

The Fred C. Striffler had a Chevrolet Dealership at this 
address in the late 1940’s.   

______________________________ 
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The vacant lot at the far left in the foreground 

became the Dodge & Plymouth Garage—picture is 

from about 1900 
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The old Thumb Auto Company Garage later the Dodge 
Garage is shown here about 1922—121 N. State 

Street 
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The Dodge Garage in an advertisement in August 
1927 
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An advertisement from 1947 showing the Fred C. 
Striffler Chevrolet Dealership—121 N. State Street 
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A Few Later Dealerships 

 

______________________________ 

 

126 E. Burnside St: 

Howard Asher Chrysler was at this address in the 
1960’s. 

______________________________ 

 

618 E. Frank St: 

C. K. Putnam Use Cars was here in the 1960’s. 

______________________________ 

 

820 W. Frank St: 

Hampton J. Curry Oldsmobile Sales & Service was here 
in the 1960’s. 

______________________________ 

 

317 S. State St: 

Massoll’s Sales Dodge, Dart, Lancer, De Soto was at this 
location in 1960’s. 

______________________________ 
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Caro Gas & Service Stations 

 

______________________________ 

 
1103 E. Caro Rd:   

Car-Go Oil Company here by 1957 till about 1986.   

Many gas stations in the 1900’s sponsored little league 
softball teams, so their names became very familiar to 
general community as was true of Car-Go- Oil Company.  

______________________________ 

 
1004 E. Caro Rd*:   

Newk’s Service here in the 1960’s. 

Newk’s Auto Parts was in Caro in 1951.   

Today this site is the location of a Speedway Gas 
Station, so it has remained over all these years a gas 
station.   

It is at the corner of M-81 and M-24.   

______________________________ 

 
1007 N. State St:   

Binder’s Service Station was opened in October 1936 
and was in existence at this location in the 1960’s.   

It was previously called Walker’s Station.  
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______________________________ 
 

 

 

Binder’s Gas Station opened in 1936 
 

______________________________ 

 
800 N. State St:   

Sinclair Gas & Oil Station was in existence here in the 
1940’s.   
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This station was on the right hand side of the road as 
you were to go toward the east and Cass City.   

Today, this site is the location of a Caro Garden Club 
flower garden while the lot is currently owned by the 
City of Caro.  

______________________________ 

 
775 N. State St.   

Fournier’s Gas Station was an ongoing business on the 
left side of N. State Street on the north end of the 
city in the 1930’s and 40’s.   

A 1931 advertisement said, “A load of peaches arrived 
at Fournier's Gas Station Thursday noon. Will be sold 
here and at Jayne's Store at a very low price.”   

In the late 1940’s, Van Conett’s Motors Sales was 
located here.   

The address today is the lot of the Caro Dollar General 
Store, which in the 1960’s to about the early 80’s was 
where the Caro Kroger’s Grocery Store was situated. 

______________________________ 

 
630 N. State St:   

Shell Gas Station was a part of this property in the 
1940’s, which was next to the railroad tracks on the 
right side of the N. State Street going east.   

This was the site also of the Iron Easel, and RTO 
Computers in the early twenty-first century.   

Today, there are a number of buildings on the property 
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all of which are medical practices. 

______________________________ 

 
524 N. State St:   

Jim’s Good Gulf Service was at the corner at E. Grant 
and N. State Street near the Tuscola County 
Courthouse in the 1960’s.    

Today, this is the site of the Caro Tobacco Outlet. 

______________________________ 

 
505 N. State*:   

Ashbreck’s Standard Service Station at this nook on N. 
State Street in the 1940’s.   

Next door to the east was the Nickerson’s Store that 
sold candy, gum, pop, and other things.   

Ashbreck’s became Vandemark’s Standard Service 
Station the 1960’s.   

This location at the northwest corner of N. State 
Street and W. Grant Street was across the street from 
Jim’s Good Gulf and is today the parking lot of the 
Patriot Party Store, which also is a gasoline station.   

The building had an Art Deco look. 

______________________________ 

 
403 N. State St*:   

Hi-Speed Station was located here in the 1940’s.  
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Botsford’s Pure Oil Serve Station took its place by 
1966.   

Today lot and building are Bullet Auto, and automobile 
tolling and repair shop. 

______________________________ 

 
Hooper St:   

Frank Hill’s Good Gulf Standpipe Service Station was at 
this address in the 1950’s and 60’s.   

The property later supported Howard’s Drug Store, a 
party store and movie rental businesses, an accounting 
office of the Caro Community Hospital, and today a 
doctor’s office and medical rehabilitation center.   

An advertisement in the local paper in January 1942 
said, “Change for the better.  Buy Good Gulf Gas & Oils.  
Groceries and Meats, Ice Cold Drinks, and Ice!  Cream.  
Beer to take out. 24-hour service. Frank Hill, Standpipe 
Corner.” 

______________________________ 
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The Good Gulf Station at the Standpipe Corner—
1940 
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______________________________ 

 
200 E. Frank St:   

Emery’s Shell Service Station was the name of the gas 
station that operated here in the 1960’s.   

This was a popular site for newspaper boys as their 
bundles of papers were delivered here early in the 
morning to be taken to homes in Caro.  

It appears that A. L. Adams built the station in May 
1824 at the intersection then called Frank and Bank 
Street.   

He tore down one of Caro oldest buildings that had been 
previously moved onto the property about 1877 and was 
an old building at the time.   

The old framed building was composed of pine timber 1 
½ to 2 feet in width and put together with square nails.   

The new filling station was 22 by 24 feet and had all the 
conveniences then put into a gas station including a 
lady’s rest room.   

The exterior was made of field stone.   

This station appears first to have been in the 1920’s a 
Standard Oil Gas Station. 

______________________________ 
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This 1925 advertisement describes the three 
Standard Oil stations in Caro: E. Frank, W. Frank, 

and State and Grant Street Stations 
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______________________________ 

 
614 E. Frank St*:   

At this address was the Frank Berry Sunoco Station.   

Going toward Ellington Street and the Cass River on E. 
Frank, this gas station was somewhat small and served 
the local community on the southeast side of Caro.   

Candy, pop, and cigars were popular sales items.  

This lot became portion of the Quality Auto Parts 
business that was owned by Andrew Tallman in the late 
1900’s.  It is now vacant. 

______________________________ 

 
415 W. Frank St:   

Behind the Hotel Montague now the Montague Place at 
an early date as per the advertisement listed on the 
previous page, in the 1920’s, there was a Standard Oil 
Filling Station located here.   

Today, this building is Tim Romaine’s Tropic Fish & Pet 
Store and has yet a large, early, commercial garage door 
attached to the building.   

______________________________ 

 
3 N. Almer St:   

Jackson Mobile Gas was here in the Caro Triangle where 
Frank, Almer, and State Street meet. 

The Jackson Mobile Gas Station was here in the 1960’s.   
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There were a number of businesses here the first being 
Caro’s first hotel the Gibb’s House, which was built in 
1856.   

It was later a millenary shop in the early 1900’s.   

This property became part of the Caro 10 Cent Barn 
that housed and feed horses for those of Caro whether 
residents of out of towners.    

In the mid-1900’s, Ruby’s Yarn Shop was located here, 
and it has since been the home of Rowe Engineering, a 
temporary employment office, and is now an insurance 
agency. 

______________________________ 

 
219 S. State St*:   

S. T. & H. Oil Co was situated on this lot.    

This was in the 1970’s a café and is the M. A. D. Auto, 
LLC, a repair shop, today.  

______________________________ 

 
238 S. State St*:   

Raymond’s Service Station was here in the 1940’s to 
60’s and was involved with tire service.   

This is the home now of the Stephen’s Tire Store. 

______________________________ 
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An Advertisement from November 1945 
 

______________________________ 

 
301 S. State St*:   

In May 1936, the Kitchen Brother’s, Jae and Wilfred, 
leased the State S. Street Standard Station.   

Kitchen Brothers Standard Service Station was selling 
gas at this location also in the 1940’s.   

The same business was Schobert’s Standard Service in 
the 1960’s.   

Quality Auto Parts is now at this location.   

In 1947, and advertisement read, “We have the right 
greases and oils for your car for fall driving.  They’re 
lubricants you can absolutely depend on.  Phone 163, and 
we’ll call for and deliver your car or drive in any time.  
Kitchen Bros. Texaco Service.  Caro.”   

This was the Texaco Station in the 1940’s.  

______________________________ 

 
South State & Hooper St:   

At this site was the Texaco Service Station in the 
1960’s.   

______________________________ 

 
1001 W. Caro Rd*:   
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Caro Gas & Oil Company was in existence in the 1930’s to 
60’s.   

52 

 

This gas station is today the Speedway Station.  

______________________________ 

 
1004 S. State St:   

The Big Three Service Station at this address in the 
1960’s.   

This was the site in the 1970’s and a bit later of a 
branch office of Chemical Bank.   

Today, it is the Narayan Rehabilitation, Inc., business.      

______________________________ 
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Advertisement of the Kitchen Brothers change in 
ownership of the Standard Service Station 
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Advertisement in February 1942 
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Other Automotive Related Services 

 

______________________________ 

 
443 N. State St:   

Secretary of State Office was at this address in 1940. 

______________________________ 

 
348 N. State St:   

AAA Auto Club of Michigan as located here also in 1940. 

______________________________ 

 
603 E. Frank St:   

Square Deal Auto Parts was first known as the Stern’s 
Auto Parts Store but was acquired by Clare Haines and 
Alger L. Bush in 1941.   

The Square Deal Auto Parts accepted junk, furs, and 
hides.   

The business was located across the street from Berry 
Gas Station.   

In 1936, Stern’s Auto Parts was buying iron, rags, and all 
kinds of metals.   

They also had for sale ten good used trucks and Ford 
tractors with prices that were reasonable. 

______________________________ 
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987 S. Ellington St: 

The Rushlo Garage & Wrecking Company was just south 
of Caro from the 1960’s to the 2010’s. 

______________________________ 
 

Mertz Rd:  

The Strand Body & Paint Shop was here in the 1960’s.   

______________________________ 

 
320 Montague St:   

Caro Auto Parts in 1927 was “back” of the Hooper Drug 
Store on Frank Street, which likely put it near the 
location of the Shell Gas Station.   

In 1939, the Caro Auto Parts business stated in that it 
had a full line of tires, tubes, batteries, and radiators 
for all makes of cars.  

Any auto glass bought from they that week was installed 
for free.   

Here was the place to buy and be satisfied.   

Any part bought from the Caro Auto Parts was 
absolutely guaranteed or your money refunded.   

Your old battery was worth 75c in exchange and your 
radiator $1.00 in exchange.   

They did not want you to throw your old motors away as 
they bought them for parts.   

They bought your car regardless of age or condition.  
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Best prices were paid for hides.   

Caro Auto Parts was across from the Moore Telephone 
Company office. Edward Lerman was the proprietor.   

Caro phone was 306. 

______________________________ 

 
219 S. State St:   

At this address, Lokken & Spaulding preformed minor 
repairs, sold tires and preformed auto detailing such as 
washing and polishing. 

______________________________ 

 

1162 W Caro Rd: 

Jack Hiser owned the Hiser Auto Glass and Collision Shop that was 
located west of Caro.   

He was a prominent Caro businessman and had number of abilities 
that would serve him and the local community very well.  

When a young man he worked at the family dairy. 

Later, he would work at Norbert Trudeau’s Body Shop where he 
learned how to repair the exterior of an automobile.   

In the 1960’s and 70’s, Jack owned and operated Hiser Auto Glass & 
Collision. 

Jack with two business partners would build the Riverview Mobile 
Home Park in Caro. 

He also owned the Mobile Home Sales centers in Vassar and Caro. 

______________________________ 
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1243 W Caro Rd: 

The owner of the Trudaeu’s Body Shop that was located 
west of Caro was Norbert Trudaeu.  

______________________________ 
 
 

 

The Square Deal Auto Part Store advertisement in 
February 1941 
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Hiser’s Auto Glass & Collision—1960  
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Conclusion: 

 

______________________________ 

 
The automobile interests of early Caro, Michigan, 
shaped to a great degree what is the City of Caro, 
today.    

Many buildings in early Caro were constructed to house 
the interests related to the sales of the automobile. 

Many of these buildings dot the landscape of downtown 
Caro and its vicinity yet today. 

The scenery of Caro was molded to a great degree by 
the automobile in this small town in the Thumb of 
Michigan. 

The dealerships in Caro presently are from north to the 
south of the city:  

 
The Patrick Curtis Chevrolet & Cadillac Dealership. 
The Bell-Wasik Buick & GMC Dealership. 
The Moore Motors Ford & Lincoln Dealership. 

The gas stations of Caro, all located on M-81, include:
  

The Walmart or Murphy’s Gas Station. 
The north end Speedway Gas Station. 
The Patriot Party Store & Marathon Gas Station. 
The south end Speedway Gas Station. 
The Admiral Petroleum Gas Station.   

All the businesses are well-stocked, value priced, and 
serve the public very well! 
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______________________________ 
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