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Arent (Johannes Pootman) 

Arent Janse Pootman was the eldest son of Johannes Pootman and Cornelia 

Bradt and was born about 1680 in Schenectady, NY.    

Schenectady was then a small stockade village.   

The French and Indians during the "Massacre and Burning of Schenectady" in 

1690 destroyed the church records of Schenectady, so there is no information 

relevant or extent to the early births and baptisms for the children of Cornelia 

Bradt and Johannes Pootman. 

About 1707, Arent Pootman married Lysbet Ackerman the daughter of Jannetje 

Jacobse Blyck and Lodewyck Davidse Ackerman.   

Lysbet, or Elizabeth, was baptized December 7, 1684, at the Kingston Reformed 

Dutch Church with sponsors Elizabeth Teunis and Geritje Gerritse.    

The early Ackerman family was associated then with what is now Westchester 

County, NY. 

The Dutch word “blyck” means tin, tin worker, or a tinsmith. 

The Blyck family therefore early on may have been tinsmiths or silversmiths, 

which would have been a good trade for the Indian or fur trade in which the 

Colony of New York was deeply engaged.  

The histories of Arent Pootman and his children were initially centered around 

Auries Creek, which is west of Schenectady, NY. 

Auries Creek empties into the Mohawk River. 

Arent Janse Potman was reported to have been a weaver and Indian 

Interpreter. 

To be an interpreter, one had to work and likely at time life with the local 

American Indians. 

Arent Putman married Elizabeth Ackerman. 

Arent’s next younger brother Victor Pootman married Margaret Mabie. 

 

The Ackerman and Mabie Families 

The surname Ackerman is a German name that means field-man, 

ploughman, or farmer or the agrarian.    
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Dutch and German word "akker" means field and is related to our English 

word acre. 

“Akker” is associated with the Latin word "ager" from which we get other 

words such as agriculture meaning work with cultivated land.    

The surname Ackermann is likewise connected with husbandman.   

Arent Pootman again married Elizabeth Ackerman. 

Elizabeth Ackerman was a born to Lodewick Davidtse Ackerman who was 

born in 1654 in Berlicum, North Brabant, Netherland; Lodewick was the son of 

David Ackerman who was born in 1615 in Oss, North Brabant, Netherlands. 

David Ackerman was the son of Johannes Ackerman who was born in 1582 

in Frankental, Pfalz, Germany. 

 

Johannes Pootman, Arent Pootman’s father and the American patriarch of 

the Putman family, was ikely born in 1644 in Aalburg, North Brabant, 

Netherlands. 

Oss was about fifteen miles from Aalburg. 

 

Johannes Ackerman had a brother who was born in Worms, Germany, which 

is just north of Frankenthal, Germany. 

The major city in the Frankenthal area, which is on the Rhine River, is Mainz, 

Germany. 

   

A family with the surname Moebus, Mebis, and Mebes was also at an early 

date associated with Bingenheim, Germany, which is just north of Worms and 

Frankental, Germany. 

Arent Janse Pootman’s brother Victor Janse Pootman married Grietje  Mabie 

in Schenectady, NY, USA.  

  

Whether the Mebes family connects with the American Mabie/Mebe family 

into which Victor Pootman married is open to discussion and question. 

The possibility needs more review, certainly. 

  

The Mebes and Ackerman families lived about thirty miles apart in Germany. 
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In the second half of the 1500’s, the 16th century, the people of the Low 

Countries were persecuted for their religious beliefs and many settled in 

Frankenthal.  

This was about the time that the Ackerman family arrived in Frankenthal.   

The Dutch were industrious and artistic. 

They brought with them economic prosperity.  

Many of them were important carpet weavers, jewelers and artists. 

The Frankenthaler Malerschule, or school of painting, soon acquired 

considerable fame.  

In 1577, Frankenthal was raised to the status of a town by the Count Palatine 

Johann Casimir. 

In 1600, Frankenthal was converted to a fortress.  

In 1621, Frankenthal was besieged by the Spanish during the Thirty Years' War. 

It was then successively occupied by troops of the opposing sides.  

This was the time that the Ackerman family left for Oss, North Brabant, 

Netherlands. 

At this time, trade and industry was ruined in Frankenthal, Germany. 

It was not until 1682 that the town would be reconstructed. 

In 1689, the town was burnt to the ground by French troops in the War of the 

Grand Alliance. 

It is significant that Arent Pootman and Elizabeth Ackerman's third son Lodewick 

Potman married into the Suitz family. 

Like the Ackerman family the Suitz family were originally vinedressers. 

Vine dressing was a common occupation and tradition of the families 

connected with Arent Janse Pootman. 

Arent and Elizabeth Pootman's first son Johannes Potman married into the Sixt 

family. 

The Sixt family ancestral immigrant to New York was Philipp Sex who also was a 

husbandman and vinedresser, too! 

In 1723, Arent Potman worked among the Indians:   
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March 28, 1723:  Petition of Wm Bowen. Henry Huff, Arent Potman, Wauter 

Swart, Wm Sixbury, Sarah Grout and Thos. Wildman who have spent a long 

time at hard labor among the Indians for license to purchase land on 

Canada creek referred.  Order on petition of Robert Walter and other 

officers of the admiralty court (see N. Y. col. mss, 65:63). Minute of council 

of Boston. Quarantine against Jamaica. License granted to Wm Bowen et 

al.1 

In the promotion of the Indian or fur trade, the early to mid-1700’s saw an 

increase in travel to Oswego, NY: 

 Gov. Burnett one of the Colonial Governors of New York in a report to the 

Lords of Trade during the period of canoe navigation, estimated the 

number of canoes regularly engaged in the fur trade which came to 

Schenectady from 1716 to 1720 at about 30, and from 1720 to 1724 at 

about 323.  As settlements grew in the western part of the State the 

volume of trade increased to such an extent that about the year 1740 the 

Indian canoe was superseded by the small bateau, a wooden vessel 

strongly braced with ribs, sharp at both ends, and generally manned by 

three men. They were paddled, poled, or towed by men along the bank 

or shallow places.2   

Early on while beer was consumed locally and often not transported over a long 

distance because of its larger volume and lower alcohol content, wine and later 

of course rum that was more condensed or fortified was transported by bateaux 

or flat bottom boats and traded in the Indian trade. 

After the arrival of the British in 1664, the primary type of alcohol used in the 

Indian trade was rum, which was made in the West Indians and export to New 

York by the British in the Triangular Trade. 

Arent Janse Potman’s son-in-law by his first daughter Jannetje Potman was 

Thomas Harris. 

Thomas worked in the transportation of trade goods to Oswego, NY, from 

Schenectady, NY. 

Those trade goods likely at times included rum. 

 

 

1 Calendar of Council Minutes 1668-1783, Issue 6, By New York (Colony) Council, Berthold Fernow, Arnold Johan 

Ferdinand Van Laer. 
2 History of the County of Schenectady, N. Y., From 1662 To 1886. 
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Numerous voyages between Albany and Schenectady to Oswego where the 

Colony New York had an Indian Trade Post took place at this time. 

Arent Potman, a weaver and an Indian Language Interpreter, likely worked with 

the Indians at Fort Oswego, NY.   

Arent himself may have been an Indian trader. 

From about 1727 to the time of the destruction of Fort Oswego in 1776 during the 

Revolutionary War, by the French and Indians of Canada, a great deal of Indian 

trade was conducted at Fort Oswego, NY. 

Oswego was located at the outlet of the Oswego River where it enters Lake 

Ontario. 

The source of the Oswego River was south east of   Oswego and, and there was 

a portage at Lake Oneida. 

From Lake Oneida, the portage led to the Mohawk River. 

From the upper boundaries of the Mohawk River, canoes or bateaux voyaged 

downstream and eastward to Schenectady and Albany, NY. 

Oswego was destroyed in 1756 at which time Arent Potman’s son-in-law Thomas 

Harris the English scout visited the demolished site: 

The French had scarcely gone, when two English scouts, Thomas Harris 

and James Conner, came with a party of Indians to the scene of 

desolation. The ground was strewn with broken casks and bread sodden 

with rain. The remains of burnt bateaux and whaleboats were scattered 

along the shore. The great stone trading-house in the old fort was a 

smoking ruin; Fort Rascal was still burning on the neighboring hill; Fort 

Ontario was a mass of ashes and charred logs, and by it stood two poles 

on which were written words which the visitors did not understand. They 

went back to Fort Johnson with their story; and Oswego reverted for a 

time to the bears, foxes, and wolves.”3  

Arent Pootman’s son Johannes Arentse Potman largely later known as John 

Potman was in the employment of the English at the surrender of Fort Niagara in 

1759 when the French surrendered to the British. 

 

 

3 Francis Parkman's Works, Volume 12, 1899, By Francis Parkman 
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Some given names were common to the descendants of Arent Pootman and 

Elizabeth Akkerman. 

Their children Jannetje, Johannes, and Lodewick who were named after 

grandparents and then David, Cornelia, and Victor were named after great-

grandparents. 

 Children: 

 1.   Jannetje.  Jane was baptized in Albany 12 June 1709 at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Albany.  She married Thomas Harris. 

 2.   Johannes.  Born circa 1711.  He married Gertrude Sixt. 

 3.  Lodewick.  Lodewick was baptized 14 Nov 1713 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Schenectady.  He married Elizabeth Suitz. 

 4.  David.  David was baptized 3 October 1715 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Schenectady. 

 5.  Cornelia.  She was baptized 12 October 1717 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Schenectady. 

 6.  Maritje.  Mary was baptized 15 July 1719 at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Schenectady. 

 7.  Victor.  Victor was baptized 29 April 1721 at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Schenectady.  

 8.  Sara.  Sara was baptized 5 July 1724 at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Schenectady. 

After the tragic death of Johannes Pootman and Cornelia Bradt during the 

Burning of Schenectady, according to the law of primogeniture, the Pootman 

Homestead in Schenectady was inherited along with their other property to the 

oldest son Arent Pootman.    

The Pootman Homestead was on the northwest corner of Union and Ferry 

Streets.   

Arent on April 6, 1709, conveyed part of his inherited lands including the 

homestead to his brother Victor Pootman. 

By 1713, Arent and Lysbet Potman were living in Albany with Arent working as a 

weaver. 

In 1720, Arent was a Freeholder in Schenectady along with his two brothers 

Victor and Cornelius Pootman.   
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June 1733, Arent leased a tract of land from Peter Brower that Brower had 

previously purchased from the local Mohawk Indians.   

This tract was south of Mohawk River on Ochrachqua Creek, which creek was 

also called Auries, or Aries, Creek.   

Arent Potman’s family seems to have moved to Aries Creek about this time. 

Peter Brouwer was the son of Hendrick Williamse Brouwer who was a nephew of 

Philip Hendrickse Brouwer. 

Philip Henderickse Brouwer employed or apprenticed Johannes Pootman the 

father of Arent Janse Potman. 

The surname “Brouwer” means brewer. 

Arent Pootman was fluent in the Mohawk language and conveyed messages 

between the British of the Colony of New York and the Mohawk Nation. 

As an interpreter, Arent Pootman was closely connected with the Indian Trade. 

Other people who lived in Schenectady, NY, who were in the Indian Trade and 

who may have been closely connected with Arent Pootman and his family and 

descendants were the following: 

Harmanus Arentse Bratt a brewer and Indian trader who was born in 1721 

and was the son of Arent Bratt and Clara Van Slyck.  Harmanus married 

first Elisabeth Van Dyck and second Aevje Brouwer the daughter of 

Henderick Henderickse Brouwer. 

Hendrick Williamse Brouwer was born in 1668 and married Maria Peterse 

Borboom who was the trader in the family.  Their son was Jacob 

Hendrickse Brouwer who was also an Indian or Fur Trader. 

[Peter Hendrickse Brouwer was born in 1697, was a son of Hendrick 

Williamse Brouwer, and was a brother to Jacob Brouwer.  Peter Brower 

likely leased land at Aries Creek to Arent and Elizabeth Ackerman 

Pootman.  

Johannes Clute was alias de boslooper or the woods runner. 

Johannes Groenendyck was the father of Peter Groenendyck. 

Sander Leendertse Glen was the son Jacob Glen. 

John McMaster. 
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Johannes Myndertse was born in 1699, died about 1756, and married 

Gertrude Jacobse Van Slyck.  He was a smith and armorer.  

Cornelius Cornelius Van Slyck was born in 1711 and married Jannetje 

Traux. 

Harmanus Cornelius Van Slyck was born in 1702, was the brother of 

Cornelius C. Van Slyck, and married first Lydia Vedder and second Sarah 

Vischer. 

Capt. Harmanus Jacobse Van Slyck was born in 1673, was a brother to 

Gertrude, and married Jannetje Vrooman.  Capt. Harmanus Van Slyck’s 

sister Susanna Jacobse Van Slyck married Samuel Arentse Bradt who was 

born in 1659.  Samuel was a brother-in-law of Johannes Pootman.  

Johannes Pootman married Cornelia Bradt who was born in 1656.  

Catherine Bradt was the daughter of Samuel Arentse Bradt and Susanna 

Jacobus Van Slyck.  She married Jacobus Harmanse Van Slyck her cousin.  

Catherine and Jacobus had a daughter Jannetje or Jane who and 

married Phillip Riley.  The latter two were the parents of Jacobus or James 

Van Slyck Riley who were Saginaw, MI, Indian traders who worked with the 

Saginaw Indians just after the American Revolution.   They had an Indian 

mother.   

Johannes Baptist Van Eps was born in ?? and married ??.  Their sons Jan 

Baptist Van Eps and Jacob Van Eps were Indian Traders. 

Harmanus  Harmanse Vedder.4 

And, Also: 

Jan Baptist Van Eps was captured by the Indians at the Burning of 

Schenectady in 1690.  He escaped from them after three years to 

returned to Schenectady.  

Lawrence Van der Volgen lived with the Indians for 11 years after the 

Burning of Schenectady and then returned and served as the New York 

Provincial interpreter. 

During his captivity, Jan Baptist learned the Indian language and customs 

and because of this he was often employed as an interpreter and 

ambassador of the Five Nations.  Jan Baptist Van Eps was granted the 

upper half of the 5 small islands at Niskayuna in 1701 in a conference of 

 

 

4 Contributions for the Genealogies of the Descendants of the First Settlers . . . By Jonathan Pearson 
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the Five Nations at Albany for taking much pains in interpreting. Laurens 

Claes Van der Volgen, also an interpreter, was granted the lower half of 

these islands.5 

Many of the above Schenectady traders were denied licenses to trade in 1724: 

. . . an ordinance be made for the better regulation of the Indian trade in 

the City of Albany, against Schinnechtady and elsewhere to the 

Westward, northward & Eastward: 

"That no lycences be granted to the Indian Traders at Schinnectady as 

Johannis Myndertse, Nicholas Schuyler, Harmanus Vedder, Harme Van 

Slyck, Jan Baptist Van Eps, Barent Vrooman, Maritie Brouwers, &c., nor to 

any above Schinnectady and others to the north of this city, which can’t 

be otherwise but stretch to the Ruine of this city [of Albany]."6 

After a period of litigation, free trade was enacted three years later in 1727. 

Arent Potman and Elizabeth Ackerman leased and along the creek called 

Ochrachqua, which perhaps was the Mohawk version of Aries.  

Some people said that Aries Creek was name after Arent Pootman while others 

said that the creek was named for an American Indian called Auries.   

Arent Potman and Elizabeth Ackerman are said to be the first white settlers who 

lived on Auries Creek. 

Auriesville at the mouth of Aries Creek was named for the creek. 

In 1754, Arent was a resident of Maquaas Country or Mohawk Country, which 

appears to have been further east then Auries Creek. 

He may have lived then at Fort Oswego. 

As mentioned, Canadian’s and their Native allies attached and destroyed Fort 

Oswego in 1754. 

Arent and Elizabeth Putman were said to have been buried near Auries Creek. 

 

 

5 Chap. 9, "Burning of Schenectady", History of the Schenectady Patent in the Dutch and English Times, 1883, By 

Jonathan Pearson. 
6 Chap. 16, "Indian Trade", History of the Schenectady Patent in the Dutch and English Times, 1883, By Jonathan 

Pearson. 
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There are many references to the year 1754 in regard to the Indian Traders of 

the west, which I understand to mean the Indian Traders of Fort Oswego and 

beyond. 

It appears that there were many wills written in 1754, which was before the 

attack of Fort Oswego by the French of Canada and the Indian War when 

many people died. 

Often people who died during this period had the reference “died about 1754”. 

Arent Janes Potman was said to have died after 1754. 

Cornelia Arentse Potman the daughter of Arent Janse Potman and Elisabeth 

Ackerman and her husband Stephanus Cromwell died after 1754. 

The following is a lengthy but good description of the Mohawk Valley Indian 

Trade. 

It describes the transportation of people and goods to and from the Great 

Lakes: 

After 1727, by the decision of the highest court in the province, trade was 

made free. With free trade came traders, and the flow of emigration 

began to go westward. 

Settlements were made on the upper Mohawk and along the Schoharie, 

which greatly increased the volume of trade at Schenectady . . .  

Schenectady was always the best place of departure, while the distance 

from Albany was little, if any, greater than points lower down the stream. 

Up to about the year 1740 the early settlers used the largest sized Indian 

bark canoes for transporting their merchandise.  They were very light, and 

capable of carrying considerable cargo. One or two men, sitting in the 

bottom, propelled the little vessel by paddles, and at rifts or shallow 

places waded, and pushed or pulled it over. When water failed them, or 

the falls could not be overcome, the boat and cargo were carried 

around the portage when navigation was again resumed. As there were 

many rifts or rapids in the Mohawk River to be overcome, navigation at 

this period was attended with great difficulties. The first of these 

impediments was a few miles above Schenectady and was called the 

Sixth Flat rift. Proceeding west, in succession came Fort Hunter Rift, 

Caughnawaga Rift, Keator's Rift, the latter having a fall of ten feet; 

Brandywine rift at Canajoharie, short but rapid; Ehles Rift near Fort Plain; 

and the Little Falls so called in comparison with the larger falls at Cohoes. 

At Little Falls there is a descent in the river of forty feet in the distance of 

half a mile up the current of which no boats could be forced; so it 
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became a portage, or carrying point for both boats and merchandise, 

which were transported around the rapids on wagons, and when 

relaunched and reloaded, pushed on again.  

Gov. Burnett one of the Colonial Governors of New York in a report to the 

Lords of Trade during the period of canoe navigation, estimated the 

number of canoes regularly engaged in the fur trade which came to 

Schenectady from 1716 to 1720 at about 30, and from 1720 to 1724 at 

about 323.  As settlements grew in the western part of the State the 

volume of trade increased to such an extent that about the year 1740 the 

Indian canoe was superseded by the small bateau, a wooden vessel 

strongly braced with ribs, sharp at both ends, and generally manned by 

three men. They were paddled, poled, or towed by men along the bank 

or shallow places.   

Simms says in his history of Schoharie County speaking of the bateau:  

“These boats were forced over the rapids in the rivers with poles and 

ropes, the latter drawn by men on the shore.  Such was the mode of 

transporting merchandise and Indian commodities to and from the west 

for a period of fifty years and until after the Revolution.  A second carrying 

place in use at an early day was at Fort Stanwix from the beatable waters 

of the Mohawk to Wood Creek thence passing into Oneida Lake the 

bateau proceeded into the Oswego River, and thence to Oswego on 

Lake Ontario and to Niagara or elsewhere on that lake or the St Lawrence 

as they pleased to venture," and after being carried around the Falls of 

Niagara to Chippewa, [Ontario, Canada] went uninterruptedly on to 

Detroit, their usual limit, and sometimes even to Mackinaw. 

. . . After the Revolutionary War the tide of emigration set strongly 

westward and that energetic population required increased facilities for 

transportation and communication with the great Hudson River and their 

old homes in the East and elsewhere.  

Gen. Philip Schuyler, who at this date was Surveyor-General of the State of 

New York, succeeded with the aid of many citizens of Schenectady and 

its vicinity in forming a corporate body, known as the Western Inland 

Navigation Company.  This company was empowered to improve the 

channel of the Mohawk from Schenectady and build canals and locks to 

Lake Ontario and to Seneca Lake.7   

 

 

7 History of the County of Schenectady, N. Y., From 1662 To 1886. 
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Jannetje (Arent, Johannes) 
 

Jannetje or Jane Pootman was baptized June 12, 1709, at the Albany Dutch 

Reformed Church.   

Her witnesses were Johannes Mingal and Tryntje Bries. 

Johannes MIngal the early orphan master of Schenectady may have been 

closely acquainted with Arent Pootman and his siblings who were orphans. 

The Pootman children were left without parents in 1690 after the death of 

Cornelia Bradt and Johannes Pootman.  

The marriage of Jannetje Pootman and Thomas Harris took place  January 1, 

1729, at the Dutch Reformed Church of Schenectady.   

Thomas was a son of John "Jan" Herris and Moeset Tassama.    

Tames Herris or Tomas Harris was baptized January 27, 1703, at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Albany, New York, with Colonel Pieter Schuyler and Maria 

Van Rensselaer as his witnesses.    

Thomas Harris had a sister Elizabeth Harris who was baptized in June 29, 1701, a 

brother Jacob baptized June 2, 1707, and a sister Francyntje baptized in 1708 at 

the Dutch Reformed Church of Albany, New York.  

Jan Herris married Moeset Tassama May 3, 1701, in Albany.   

Jan Herris was then a young man born in Old England. 

Moeset Tassama was born in New England.   

Both lived in 1701 in Albany County, New York. 

They were married by Alderman Wessel Ten Broek.   

Thomas Harris' granddaughter Jannetje Helmer at her baptism had Jacob Harris 

and Catalyntje Harris as sponsors.   

A John Harris lived in Albany, NY, and died there in 1694, which was before the 

birth of Thomas Harris.  

The later John Harris had a son named John who was born about 1680, married 

Jannetje Jasper Nisspadt, and had a son William who was born in September 

1691 who married Catherina Thomase Noxon.   



14 
 
 

Between 1727 when Fort Oswego was built possibly with the help of Arent Janse 

Potman and before its destruction in 1756, Thomas Harris transported trade 

goods to Fort Oswego:  

To Barent A. Bratt [paid] for his Voyage to Oswego the sum of Eight 

pounds twelve shillings. 

To Jacob Trueax for Ditto the Sum of Eight pounds four Shillings. 

To Thomas Harris for Ditto the sum of Eight pounds, four shillings.8 

The typical bateau crew in the 1740-50’s consisted of three people. 

The above three men likely made up one bateau crew that had made its way 

to Oswego. 

Jannetje Pootman’s father Arent Pootman was an Indian Language Interpreter 

who lived and worked among the Indians.  

Perhaps, the Harris & Pootman families lived at times at Fort Oswego.   

From about 1727 to 1876, the Indian Trade was conducted at Fort Oswego, 

which was located at the outlet of the Oswego River, which emptied into Lake 

Ontario. 

After the destruction of Fort Oswego in 1756, Thomas Harris as an English scout 

visited the demolition site: 

The French had scarcely gone, when two English scouts, Thomas Harris 

and James Conner, came with a party of Indians to the scene of 

desolation. The ground was strewn with broken casks and bread sodden 

with rain. The remains of burnt bateaux and whaleboats were scattered 

along the shore. The great stone trading-house in the old fort was a 

smoking ruin; Fort Rascal was still burning on the neighboring hill; Fort 

Ontario was a mass of ashes and charred logs, and by it stood two poles 

on which were written words which the visitors did not understand. They 

went back to Fort Johnson with their story; and Oswego reverted for a 

time to the bears, foxes, and wolves.”9  

Both Janet and Thomas Harris reportedly died after 1760.  

 Children: 

 

 

8 The Colonial Laws of New York from the Year 1664 to the Revolution ..., Volume 2, By New York (State) 
9 Francis Parkman's Works, Volume 12, 1899, By Francis Parkman 
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 1.  Elizabeth.  She was born about 1737 and married Philip Helmer 

before 1760.  Philip Helmer was born in 1735 in Albany, NY, and was 

a son of John Helmer.  Elizabeth died about 1786 in German Flats, 

NY.  Children of Elizabeth and Philip were the following:  John Philip 

Helmer who was baptized July 7, 1757 in German Flats, NY, and 

died January 20, 1833, in Manlius NY.  Jannetje "Jane” or “Jenny" 

Helmer was baptized February 9, 1760 with Jacob Harris and 

Catalyntje Harris as her sponsors.  She married Charles Cady and 

died April 1833 in Hector, NY.  Magdalena Helmer was born in 

1766.  Aaron Helmer was born July 9, 1775.   

 2.   Frances.  Francis was baptized June 2, 1745.  Her sponsors were 

Stephanus Cromwell, Cornelia Cromwell, and Mary 

Williams.  Frances likely died young. 

 3.  Francyntje.  Francis was baptized February 10, 1748, at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Albany.  Her witnesses were Johannes Bradt 

and Maria Trueax.  Francyntje married Hendrick Kelly.  

  

Johannes (Arent, Johannes) 
 

Johannes Arentse Potman was baptized October 21, 1711, at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Schenectady.  His sponsors were Victor Pootman, his uncle, 

and Altje Honeycut.   

With his parents Arent and Elizabeth Pootman, he removed to Auries Creek, 

which is just west of Schenectady, NY, and on the south side of the Mohawk 

River. 

Johannes married Gertrude Sixt May 21, 1742, at the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Schenectady.  

Gertrude belonged to a Palatine family that was known in Germany as the 

Zecht. 

Gertraud, or Gertrude, was baptized April 16, 1717, as a child of Johan Hendrick 

Sixt and Christina Theiss [Teuses] who lived at that time in Schoharie, NY. 

Her sponsors were George Seybold, Gertraut Christmann and Gertraut 

Hettmann.   

John Potman and Gertrude Sixt had a son named Henry and a daughter was 

named Christina who were likely named after their Sixt, or Zecht, grandparents. 
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Philip Sixt the father of Henrich Sixt was a vinedresser! 

Vine dressing was a common occupation of allied families that married children 

of Elizabeth Akkerman and Arent Janse Potman. 

The word “zechen” in German means to booze, drink, or tipple. 

The families of Arent Potman and Elizabeth Ackerman and John Arentse Potman 

and Gertrude Sixt were associated families with the Indian Trade, often 

produced wine, and often transported both wine and rum to Western NY likely 

first to Fort Oswego, NY. 

Gertrude Sixt and Johannes Arentse Potman’s youngest son was born in Western 

New York, which indicates that Johannes Arentse Potman was then in the 

woods possibly at Fort Oswego or between Fort Oswego and Fort Niagara, NY. 

Gertrude Sixt likely died about 1751 or a bit later. 

If she died in 1756, it may have been during the Battle of Fort Oswego. 

In this battle, the Colony of New York lost Fort Oswego to Canada. 

The fort was destroyed and burned. 

In 1754, Johannes Potman resided in the Mohawk Country, which likely in Fort 

Oswego, NY, as Western New York might be considered Seneca Country.    

In 1829, a descendant of Johannes Arentse Putman and Gertrude Six, Ernest 

Putman, wrote the following:   

My Grandfather's name [was] John Putman.  . . . my grandmother . . 

.  died when my father was six years old.  They lived in the western part of 

New York, which was then a wilderness.  Grandfather was unable to keep 

the family together, so I have knowledge of but five of the nine children:  

my father [Arent] now living at Schenectady; uncles David and Henry; 

and aunts Mary and Sarah.  A short time after the commencement of the 

Revolution, the Indians captured Grandfather and David.  The old man 

was not well able to travel and was killed.  David they kept three years 

when he made his escape and came home.  He afterward went into one 

of the New England states and married.  He died in a well while cleaning 

it.  I do not know what became of his children.  Uncle Henry went to 

Canada, and he and his wife left descendants there.  Gertrude died 

about 1751:  maybe it was her early death that caused the family to 

separate. 
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John Potman is said to have died in 1776, which would have been at the 

beginning of the American Revolutionary War; however, it appears that during 

the American Revolutionary War, he was captured in 1778 in Fish House, NY, and 

died as a British prisoner in Quebec, CAN. 

 

The Zecht, Sext, or Sixt Family 

Johann Zecht was part of the Palatine emigration to New York in the early 

1700’s. 

At this time, the French king Louis XIV was waging a war throughout the German 

Palatine. 

His goal was to push the French border to the Rhine River Valley.  

The French were Catholic and religious conflict between Protestants and 

Catholics commenced.   

 Calvinists, Lutherans, and French Huguenots who refused to convert to 

Catholicism suffered, greatly.  

Finally, in the winter of 1708, record low temperatures froze the Rhine River. 

The waterway was closed for five weeks.  

Grapevines died and cattle froze. 

Wine from previous harvests was ruined.  

Along with two previous years of crop failure, there was no immediate recovery 

in the near future.  

For the 30 years that led up to this time, Germans of the Palatine endured war, 

religious persecution, and now the potential for starvation. 

For many, this was the blow that was final. 

Reverend Joshua Von Kochertal, a Palatine, was the force behind the first 

Palatine emigration.  

In 1704, he went to London to negotiate transportation for the Palatines out of 

their war-ravaged country.  

England under William and Mary had taken the lead in opposing Louis XIV's 

aggressive plan. 

They supported the cause of Protestants.  



18 
 
 

Queen Anne continue this policy. 

In 1706, Rev. Kochertal published a pamphlet in which he recommended South 

Carolina as a favorable site for Palatine colonization.  

He later petitioned Queen Anne to permit sixty Palatines with him to sail to one 

of the American British colonies.  

On 28 April 1708, permission was granted. 

 Kocherthal and fifty-three Palatine refugees planned to sail to America.  

Later, upon arriving in the Colony of New York, they would established 

Newburgh on the Hudson River. 

In 1709, Britain passed a naturalization act that allowed any foreigner who took 

an oath professing to be Protestant and pledged allegiance to the British 

government to be immediately naturalized. 

They were to have all the privileges held by English-born citizens for the cost of a 

shilling.  

Under Queen Anne's direction, land speculators who had obtained land 

patents in the colonies sent agents to the Palatines. 

They offered forty acres of land, paid transportation, and maintenance in the 

colonies.  

In addition to supporting the Protestants, resettling Palatines in the Colony of 

New York would provide a buffer against the French of Canada. 

The emigration took place via England. 

At one point, 14,000 German emigrants were camped in appalling conditions in 

Britain in Black Heath and other sites. 

In May 1709, the first German emigrants arrived in England.  

Some of the emigrants eventually returned to Germany.  

Others went to other areas of England and Ireland. 

Some settled in North Carolina and the West Indies.  

Of the 13,000 Germans who reached London in 1709, about 3000, including the 

Philip Sixt family went on to the Colony of New York.  

Most of the New York Palatines boarded ships in December 1709, but not until 

April 1710 did they leave England.   
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Rev. Kochertal returned to London to straighten out the deed to their land. 

Thousands had followed him to London.  

He arranged for 3,000 to be transported in a fleet of eleven ships to America. 

Conditions on the ships were poor. 

Food and water were spoiled. 

Vermin ran rampant, and illness spread quickly.  

Many, especially, the elderly and children, died on board or shortly after landing 

in America.  

They spent three months on shipboard in port and three months crossing the 

Atlantic. 

In 1710, upon arriving in New York, they were housed in a tent city on Governor's 

Island. 

Johann Philip Sixt and family arrived in the Colony of New York June 14, 1710. 

They arrive in the ship James & Elizabeth.  

The Sixt family was Lutheran. 

Johann Philip Sixt was a husbandman and vinedresser.  

Johann Philip Sixt perhaps come to America likely with the intent of working with 

a vineyard. 

His other emigrates likely were each a like-minded Rhineland vintner. 

The Hunter Lists were records of Palatine emigrants to the Colony of New York. 

It included Palatines on state subsistence for the first years after their arrival.   

Named for New York Governor, Robert Hunter, the lists maintained from 1710 to 

1712. 

Johann Philip Sixt died shortly after his arrival.  

He was the head of the household on the London List of June 16, 1710. 

On the Hunter List, his son, Heinrich Sex, was listed as the family's head 4 July 

1710.  

The list also showed 3 persons over 10 years. 



20 
 
 

Heinrich Sixt was listed as head of the household once more on June 24, 1712, 

with one person over 10 years.  

 In the winter of 1710, Governor Hunter purchased 12,300 acres of land from 

Robert Livingston and resettled 1400 of the Palatines that land. 

It was part of the baronial Livingston manor as well as other sections along the 

Hudson river south of Albany.  

The site and its villages were referred to as East Camp, West Camp, 

Germantown and Saugerties, in what is now Columbia, Greene, and Dutchess 

County. 

For seven years and after they had forty acres a head given to them, they were 

to repay the Queen producing Hemp, Mast Trees, Tar and Pitch, or anything 

else, so that it there would no damage to any man in his family. 

However, they found that they would be working under a different expectation. 

After their arrival, there was no time frame with which to complete their service 

making them indentured servants.  

The newly arrived Palatines y claimed they were deceived. 

To the Governor of New York, they bitterly complained.  

Secretly some decided that they would resettle to Schoharie. 

There they had rights promised to them by leading American Indians. 

The Sixt family lived on the Livingston Manor for 2 years.  

They were rebellious. 

By the government, they felt they were cheated into a state of servitude.  

In the winter of 1712, 150 Germans, likely including the Sixt family, moved to New 

Annsburg, NY.   

The trip took three weeks. 

They pulled sleds loaded with their few goods through deep snow.  

October 1712, fifty families arrived in Schoharie. 

With the help of the local Indians, they survived the winter. 

A second group of families came in March 1713 by way of Schenectady. 
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The groups lived off the land, lived in huts, and walked 40 miles in deep snow to 

get to their destination. 

The first few winters were hard. 

With assistance from Indians, they began to establish a community. 

Unfortunately, they did not have clear title to the Schoharie land. 

After years of legal dispute, many families relocate, once again. 

Some went further up the Mohawk river while some went to Pennsylvania. 

After the death of Johann Philip Sixt, his wife Anna married Johannes Christman.  

The Christman and Sixt families were linked twice in the records of Rev. 

Kocherthal.  

Gertraut Christmann was a sponsored for Heinrich Sixt in 1717. 

Hans Christmann and Anna Gertraud were recorded next to Heinrich Sixt at 

Neu-Ansberg in 1717. 

In the records of Rev. Kocherthal, Anna Sixt Christman was recorded as a 

member of church congregations at Germantown, Schoharie and Manheim in 

the Mohawk Valley.  

She likely died there at 65 years of age in 1720. 

The Children of Johann and Anna Sixt were likely the following:    

1. Johann Heinrich Sixt (1689) 

2. Johann Gerhardt Sixt (1692) who was born on 28 February 1691/2 in 

Marienfels and was not on the Hunter List 

3. Anna Elizabeth Sixt (1693/4). 

4. Anna Magdalena Sixt (1696). 

5. Son (1705). 

6. Daughter (1708). 

7. Johann Heinrich Sixt (1689). 

8. Hans Bernhardt Sixt (1625). 

9. Johann Philip Sixt (1656). 

Nicholas Stoner & John Potman 

John Potman lived north of the Mohawk River before and during the American 

Revolution. 
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The following narrative while a bit long describes Fonda’s Bush, the Stoner family, 

and John Putman. 

It is a profile of what was the early trapper and his look and attire. 

John Potman was connected with the trapping and the Indian trade. 

John Potman lived and looked in a manner like that of Nicholas Stoner of 

Fonda’s Bush: 

Henry Stoner, the father of Nicholas, emigrated from Germany, to the 

American Colonies as is believed nearly twenty years before their 

emancipation from British tyranny.  He landed at New York, and after a 

short residence in that city removed to the colony of Maryland where he 

married Catharine Barnes, by whom he had two sons Nicholas and John.  

Nicholas Stoner, who was about a year the senior of his brother, was born 

Dec. 15, 1762 or 63, which year is not now known with certainty the family 

record having been burned with his father's dwelling in the Revolution. He 

is five feet eleven inches high of slender but sinewy form, and though his 

light brown hair is now (184S) silvered by the frosts of fourscore winters and 

his body is a little bent yet his step is still firm without a cane and his 

intellect vigorous. He has from boyhood worn a pair of small rings in his 

ears.  His complexion, owing to his mode of life, is now swarthy.  In his 

younger days he must have been a man of uncommonly prepossessing 

personal appearance for his acquaintances of forty years' standing, 

speak of him as one of the likeliest looking men they have ever known.  His 

walk— indeed almost every motion—betrays his forest life for he moves 

with the caution of a trapper and the stillness of a panther added to 

which he becomes impatient and vexed at restraint.  

The frontispiece, which gives a good likeness of him at the age of about 

eighty-three, exhibits him accoutered as a trapper.  He usually wore a fur 

cap when hunting and a short coat or cloth roundabout. A belt encircled 

his waist at the foot of which was fastened a bullet pouch and beneath 

which upon the left side were thrust a hatchet and knife while under his 

right arm swung a powder horn of no mean capacity.  When trapping for 

beaver, he was often loaded with a bundle of double spring steel traps; 

which were suspended beneath the left arm. The frontispiece was 

engraved from two daguerreotype likenesses, one of which was taken in 

the village of Johnstown on the 10th of Sept., 1846; and as there was a 

militia general training in the village on that day the old hero was not only 

accoutered with little trouble to visit the artist but was greeted at every 

turn by numerous friends and acquaintances all eager once more to 
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grasp his hand and give him a friendly salutation. The other miniature, 

although it does not exhibit the old trapper in his forest garb, was taken 

subsequently at his place of residence and is by far the best likeness. A 

borrowed cap seen in the picture conceals much of his intelligent brow.  

New York City again became the residence of Henry Stoner while his 

children were quite young during which Nicholas went to school and 

learned to read.  He was sent to school by John Binkus (if I have the 

orthography correct) a man of wealth who had married Miss Hannah 

Stoner a sister of the young student's father.  During the Revolution, this 

Binkus became a refugee officer in the famous Corps of Gen. De Lancey.  

Henry Stoner, who had been a kind of trafficker or speculator in a small 

way since his arrival in the colonies after a second residence in New York 

of a few years, resolved to become a pioneer settler and removed with 

his family to Fonda's Bush a place in the Johnstown settlements so called 

after Major Jelles Fonda who took a patent for the lands. The place is 

situated about ten miles north of east from the Village of Johnstown, and 

the same distance west of [and] north from Amsterdam.  Fonda's Bush 

signifies the same as if it were called Fonda's Woods, a dense forest 

covering the soil at that early period—bush being the usual term for 

woods on the frontiers of New York.  Indeed, the Sugar Bush is the present 

appellation given to woods from which maple sugar is made.  At the time 

of Stoner's arrival, Johnstown though but a small village was becoming 

known abroad as it was the residence of the Baronet, Sir William Johnson 

after whom it was called, who as Indian agent for the Six Nations and as a 

military man of repute was notorious in what was then Western New York.  

As Stoner was the first settler at Fonda's Bush, he left his family in 

Philadelphia Bush, while he was erecting a log dwelling four miles distant. 

The last . . . place, now in the town of Mayfield, obtained its name from 

the fact, that one or more of its first inhabitants were from Philadelphia, or 

the vicinity of that city. Some two years after Stoner fixed his residence in 

the wilderness, Joseph Scott, and about the same time Benjamin De Line, 

also located in his neighborhood, I say neighborhood because they were 

the nearest neighbors of the Stoner family; although from one to two miles 

distant.  His residence was still on the wild-wood side of his pioneer 

brethren. The next man who fixed his residence in the vicinity of Stoner, 

was Philip Helmer, who drove the wild beasts from their haunts and broke 

ground two miles to the eastward of him. Andrew Bowman, Herman 

Salisbury, John Putman, Charles Cady, and possibly one or two others also 

settled in and about Fonda's Bush before the Revolution.  Cady, who 

married a daughter of Philip Helmer, was one of the first settlers at the 
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West Village.  He is believed to have gone to Canada with Sir John 

Johnson. 

. . .  

The first two years of the war of Independence the pioneer inhabitants of 

New York enjoyed comparative tranquility for the swift-footed Indian had 

not fully determined to raise the hatchet of death against unoffending 

innocence in a quarrel that did not directly concern him and crimson the 

altar of domestic happiness for the golden calf royalty had set up; but as 

the portending storm lowered and it became known that the red man 

having sharpened his scalping knife and participated in the war dance of 

his nation was then on his way to the frontiers.  Exposed settlers who were 

inclined to look with favor on the acts of those who were raising an arm of 

rebellion along the seaboard, found it necessary to remove to thickly 

peopled neighborhoods.  Accordingly, the families making up the small 

and scattered settlement of Fonda's Bush except that of Helmer and 

Putman removed early in the summer of 1777 to Johnstown soon after 

which Nicholas Stoner went to reside with the Fisher brothers in the 

Mohawk valley 

. . .  

Henry Stoner, as elsewhere stated, enlisted for a term of three years in the 

American army.  At the expiration of that time, he received his discharge 

at VerPlanck's point, soon after which he reenlisted at Groton for three 

months, to fill another man's place.  After the time of his second military 

engagement was up, he returned home. For about one year he lived on 

the farm of Col. John Butler, on Switzer hill, from which he went to reside 

near Tribe's hill not far distant from Fort Johnson.  The farm to which he 

removed from Butler's is now in the town of Amsterdam and was long 

known as the Dr. Quilhott place: the late John Putman, if we mistake not, 

was residing on this farm at the time of his death [actually his capture and 

removal to Quebec, Canada].10 

 

 

10 Trappers of New York: Or, a biography of Nicholas Stoner & Nathaniel Foster, By Jeptha R. Simms. 
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Nicolas Stoner was an associated of John A. Potman at Fonda’s Bush and 

was a typical trapper who is shown here in the accoutrement of a trapper 

of that time 

A John Potman age 18 of the Mohawk Valley was in Captain Christopher Yate’s 

Company in 1760.  John Arentse Pootman the son of Arent Janse Pootman was 

born in 1711 or age 49 in 1760, so it seems that these two people are not the 

same person.  However, it is a guess that they were the same person.   In the 

military description of John Potman, he was a laborer, was 5 feet 8 inches tall, 

was fair, had blue eyes, and had light brown hair.   [He was in John Vroman’s 

Company.] 

Christopher Yates who was born in 1737 and died in 1785 was a surveyor. 

He served as a captain under Sir William Johnson in the French and Indian 

War.  He took part in the attack on Fort Ticonderoga and in the capture of 

Fort Niagara.  

At the outbreak of the Revolution, Yates a commission and fought at the 

Battle of Saratoga. 

Most of Christopher Yates' service was spent as quartermaster general at 

Saratoga and at other posts where his duties were to obtain and transport 

all types of supplies for the Continental forces in his area. 

It seems very likely that John A. Putman went to Niagara and was in the Battle of 

Fort Niagara: 

Diary of Lieutenant Christopher Yates who was afterwards Captain in the 

Expedition Against Fort Niagara in July 1759 

"A diary of my proceedings from my father's house in Schenectady which I 

left on June 1st, with the last party of our regiment commanded by Col. 

Johnson [and] consisting of about 300 men with whale boats. 

"The first day we went to Claas Vieles.  Each night I had the quarter guard.  

The next day we went to Sir William's (Sir William Johnson) and encamped 

there, and the next day we went to Little Falls and carried over some 

whale boats.  On the same evening, came up the artillery bateaux, which 

went over the falls before us putting our party in great confusion. The next 

day we were ordered to make fascines to mend the. road, which was 

very bad, and were four days in getting over our boats and provisions. 

"From thence we proceeded to Fort Herkimer where we camped and 

from whence we proceeded to Orisco [Oriskany], which was June 14th 

during which time we heard an alarm by the firing of more guns on the 
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north side of the river and sent out a party of about eighty or more men 

who made no discovery.  The commanders of the party were Captain 

Bloomer, Lieutenant Schuyler, and Lieutenant Wemple. Proceeded to Fort 

Stanwix. 

"When we came there, the 14th and 16th regiments were marched to 

Canada Creek, [and] part of our regiment to Fort Bull.  Next day we 

tarried at Fort Stanwix, then another part of our regiment went off 

commanded by Major Rosenboom, which was the 15th of June, and Sir 

William went off from the fort with a great party of Indians.  It was a fine 

sight, the bands of music played upon the ramparts of the fort when the 

General and Sir William went off with the Indians. 

"Oswego, July 1st, 1759.  Upon a Sunday morning our army commanded 

by General Prideaux, went off from Oswego to Niagara, and in that way 

until we came to a great covered harbor called Sodom, [Sodus] and 

encamped there that night, and the next morning, July 2nd, went off from 

there.  At night we came to another cove called Jerundequa 

[Irondequoit]. 

"July 4th.  In the morning we set off and proceeded until about two or 

three in the afternoon, when we encamped by a mighty great one 

[cove] where the Geneva [Genesee] River comes out into the lake. 

"July 5th.  In the morning we went from there and proceeded along until 

we came to a narrow cove and creek, and there we encamped . . . in 

the morning very early, about three or four o'clock, we set off and 

proceeded very smartly until we came to a cove about three miles, and 

there we landed. The same afternoon the Indians went and about three 

o'clock in the morning cannonaded and took three prisoners and six 

whale boats almost from under the fort and the general.  The whale boats 

went in order to catch the sloops but the sloops laid under the fort so that 

they could not catch them. The fort shot several cannons at the boats, 

shot one man, taking his leg right off. 

"The next day, which was the 7th, we prepared our cannons[,] and the 

sloop played every hour on the lake firing several cannons, and so they 

did all next day, which was the 8th. Then we marched about a mile from 

the fort, and made gabions, etc., all that day. Next day went in a flag of 

truce, which was Monday the 8th. Then we began to intrench, and I was 

in the entrenches all that night until morning, and then they fired very 

smart all three cannons but did not do any damage. Then Wednesday, 

the 11th there went a flag of truce from the Indians, and stayed in the fort 
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a good while, and there was no further firing from them or from us.  Before 

then we entrenched like men, and as soon as the Indians came there was 

no work all that night, but we did not mind that much, we worked the 

attack like smoke. They wounded a few men very slightly with their small 

arms.  That night we began to play with four or five howitzers. In the 

morning we brought a few cannons into the trench.  The 12th at night, I 

went in and they said they saw hot work there, there was one of our men 

killed and Indian Williams wounded very badly. Then at night we 

entrenched until within 200 yards of the fort, close by their gabions. 

Saturday 13th we began the batteries but did not finish them. 

"Sunday the 14th. Went and was in all night, but it rained so hard that we 

could not work; that night we finished three batteries. 

"The 17th. In the morning the firing was pretty hot all that day and the next 

day, the 18th at night, we entrenched. 

"The 18th. In the afternoon the schooner came from Garoqua. The same 

night we entrenched forty yards from their breastwork, but the schooner 

did not come to the fort. 

"The 20th. In the afternoon our colonel was wounded through his leg by a 

musket shot, and Colonel Johnson was killed by a musket ball as he was 

laying out the ground to entrench.  That night at about ten o'clock the 

General [Prideaux] was killed by one of our cowhorn [mortars] and Sir 

William Johnson took command.  And so, we marched and worked night 

and day until the 24th, when we were attacked by about 1,500 of the 

enemy, under command of Musher Delanquay about ten o'clock in the 

morning.  But we soon gave them their breakfast and on the 25th we took 

the fort."11 

It appears then that John A. Putman lived on Col. John Butler’s farm on Switzer 

Hill, Fulton Co., NY, on what was later the Dr. Quelhot Place. 

Col., John Butler married second Catherine Bradt who was a second cousin 

once removed of Johannes Arentse Putman [Potman]. 

While John A. Putman remained a patriot, his son Henry J. Putman sided with 

Col. John Butler and the British. 

 

 

11 History of Schenectady County.  By Yates. 
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During the American Revolution, Henry J. Putman was a Corporal in Walter 

Butler’s Coy of Butler’s Ranger’s:  Water was a son of Col. John Butler and 

Catherine Bradt: 

On December 31, 1735, the Crown also granted Walter Butler and three 

others a tract of land in the towns of Johnstown and Mohawk, comprising 

four thousand acres. On the Tryon map of 1779 this grant is shown as lying 

between Trips (Tribes) Hill and Johnstown. This seems to connect Walter 

Butler, senior, with the Butler place near Switzer Hill.   

(Bear in mind that this Walter Butler was the grandfather of Walter N. 

Butler, of the Cherry Valley massacre notoriety.)   

In 1733 he was a witness to a deed at Fort Hunter. In 1747 Sir William 

Johnson sent Lieut. Walter Butler on a mission to Crown Point. A little later 

Captain Walter Butler (have been promoted) was sent to Oswego with his 

son, John, as interpreter. Between 1756 and 1765 Captain John Butler was 

frequently in attendance at conferences of the Indians and Sir William 

Johnson at Fort Johnson, sometimes as one of the interpreters. We know 

that Captain John Butler was afterward made a colonel, and his son, 

Walter, a lieutenant of the British troops. In 1743 Walter Butler, Sr., erected 

a frame house on his grant on Switzer Hills, which afterwards became the 

home of his son, Colonel John, and grandson, Lieut. Walter N. Butler, and 

was confiscated when Colonel John fled to Canada, during the war of 

the Revolution, with Sir John Johnson and his Tories.   

The Rev. Gideon Hawley, in his journey to Broome County, in 1753, records 

that Lieutenant (John) Butler was in charge of a sergeant and a few 

privates at Fort Hunter where he resided with his family.  Sometime 

previous to 1753, he is said to have been one of the Connecticut colony 

that located in the Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania. This, I think, is a mistake, 

as he is known to have been located in the Mohawk Valley at the time of 

the local troubles between the colony from Connecticut and the 

Pennsylvanians.   

It is recorded that "the valley (Wyoming) was purchased of the Six Nations 

in 1754, by an association formed in Connecticut, and called the 

Connecticut Susquehanna Company; but no permanent settlement was 

attempted till 1762. The next year the settlers were dispersed by the 

Indians." In 1769 a body of forty Connecticut pioneers was sent thither by 

the Susquehanna Company, but found themselves forestalled by some 

Pennsylvanians, the Six Nations having in the preceding year again sold 

the territory to the proprietaries of Pennsylvania, and for the next six years 
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Wyoming was the scene of numerous conflict between settlers from the 

two colonies, both of which under their charters, as well as by purchase, 

claimed possession of the soil. This contest was at its height at the time of 

the Revolution, and undoubtedly was one of the causes that led to the 

attack and massacre of the settlers of the Wyoming Valley, July 3, 1778, or 

at least for some of the atrocities that were committed by former 

neighbors and acquaintances.  That Major John Butler was in command 

of the Rangers and Indians at Wyoming is a well-authenticated fact, as 

we have it from his own report to Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, dated July 8, 

1778. He says, "In this action were taken two hundred and twenty-seven 

scalps, and only five prisoners." This report alone is enough to brand him as 

an incarnate fiend. No doubt the Senecas were responsible for most of 

the atrocities, but Butler know what to expect from this savage allies, and 

made no attempt to restrain them. The Senecas were in command of a 

noted chief, Gi-on-gwah-tuh, and a half-breed called Queen Esther, 

probably a daughter of Catherine Montour. She is said to have killed 

fourteen of the inhabitants of the valley with her own hand.12 

 

 

 

12 The Mohawk Valley Its Legends and its History.  By Max Reid. 
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The Butler house is on Switzer Hill, which is one mile north of Fonda, NY, and 

between Tribes Hill and Johnstown, NY. It was the home of Tory, Col. John Butler 

and his son Walter Butler. 

 

During the Revolution, June 6, 1778, the British and their Indians allies made a 

raid on the Mohawk Valley. 

In that raid, they took John Potman prisoner.    

Johannes was then a tenant on Jellies Fonda land north of Tribes Hill.   

In Caughnawaga, now Fonda, NY, June 5, 1778, the following was recorded:  

You may depend that they have taken Charles Marinus and Son; George 

Coch and son; Johannes Eckler and family; and John Reese and all their 

houses [were] plundered and everything destroyed . . .  Jellies Fonda had 

"sundry" accounts that John A. Putnam and twelve Families more all living 

on his land in that Quarter are taken and many more with them.  John 
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Reese's wife said that the Indian's had a list with them, which indicated 

who they were to go and destroy.13 

The following is the best description of the events of June 1778: 

Fish House and Mayfield Invaded:   

On June 2, 1778 a raiding party of about 100 Indians and Loyalists under 

Lieutenant John Ross appeared in Mayfield.  On passing through 

Philadelphia Bush, the enemy captured Charles Marinus and his son John, 

George Cook and his son Henry, and Augustus Eikler.  A party of Indians 

attacked the Mayfield grist mill and killed its miller, Henry Kelly and then 

they set the mill on fire.  Mrs. Kelly escaped into the woods and made her 

way to Fort Johnstown.  

The enemy then proceeded to Fonda's Bush, and there they captured 

John Putman, Joseph Scott, John Reese, Herman Salisbury and Andrew 

Bowman.  After leaving there they captured Edward Conner, Michael 

Carman, Hendrick Wormwood, Robert Martin and David Harris.  The 

enemy encamped for the night at Sir William Johnson's Summer House at 

the Vlaie [Fly].  Here Augustus Eikler, who was too old to travel, Hendrick 

Wormwood; who was too lame to travel, Edward Conner and Michael 

Carman were released.  

Sergeant Solomon Woodworth while on a scout to the Fish House that 

afternoon, discovered the house of Robert Martin empty and on 

discovering the tracks of a large raiding party immediately headed for the 

home of Godfrey Shew to warn him of a possible attack on his house.  

Woodworth arrived at the Shew home near night and on informing 

Godfrey of the possible attack they prepared to receive the enemy.  

Woodworth and the Shews stood guard all night and the next morning 

June 3rd, Woodworth, Godfrey and John Shew went out to find the 

whereabouts of the enemy.  Stephen and Jacob Shew stayed behind to 

guard the house.  

After traveling some distance, the scouting party was surprised and taken 

prisoners by a party of Indians and they were taken to the enemy's nearby 

encampment. Jacob, who had been stationed on a knoll near the house 

that overlooked the nearby Sacandaga River saw a cone coming down 

 

 

13 Pubic Papers of George Clinton, First Governor of New York, 1777-1795— 1801-1804, Volume III, Published by the 

State of New York. 
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the river, and he ran back home to inform his mother about the presence 

of the enemy.  On reaching the house, Jacob was taken prisoner and his 

brother Stephen by another party of the enemy that came from another 

direction.  

The Shew house and barn were set on fire, leaving Mrs. Shew with her 

smaller children homeless. The enemy took Jacob and Stephen to the 

main encampment where the other prisoners were held.  Mrs. Shew with 

her children started for Johnstown and they reached Fort Johnstown on 

June 4th.  

The enemy with their prisoners went up the Sacondaga River in canoes 

until they reached present day Conklin Ville where they encamped for 

the night.  That night Woodworth escaped by pretending to be sick and 

he was allowed to go down to the river alone to vomit.  Seizing this 

opportunity, Woodworth made his escape and he reached Johnstown 

late on June 4th.  

In the afternoon of June 3rd, Captain John Little, Lieutenant John Higgins, 

Commissary of Issues Isaac De Graff and Private Thomas Butler who were 

at Fort Johnstown when Mrs. Kelly arrived, immediately went to Mayfield 

and Fish House and found many of the houses empty and some burned, 

but because the raiding party was so large they returned to Fort 

Johnstown and Captain Little went to Caughnawaga for additional help, 

but the enemy was too far ahead to be caught.  

In the morning of June 4th, the enemy broke camp after searching for 

Woodworth and again started on their journey to Canada. On reaching 

the Caughnawaga Indian Village about nine miles above Montreal, John 

Shew, Joseph Scott, Andrew Bowman, George Cook and his son Henry 

were kept by the Indians while Godfrey Shew, Jacob Shew, Stephen 

Shew, John Putman, Herman Salisbury, John Reese, Robert Martin, David 

Harris, Charles Marinus and his son John were given to the British troops as 

prisoners of war.14 

After June of 1778, John Potman was a British prisoner in Quebec, Canada. 

Johannes died a short time later the ship called “Maria” likely in Halifax, 

Quebec, Canada: 

 

 

14 A History of Fulton County in the Revolution, By James F. Morrison. 
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The captives were 12 days going from the Fish House to Montreal, where a 

British officer paid twelve dollars and a half each for these of them the 

Indians chose to give up. Mr. Cough and his son, John Shew, Scott and 

Bowman were not given up with the rest as prisoners of war but were 

retained by the Indians and taken to their homes.  What reward, if any, 

was paid for their capture is unknown. At the time of this invasion, the 

enemy were desirous of getting prisoners for exchange, and offered a 

more liberal bounty for prisoners than for scalps; this probably accounts for 

their having been no blood shed by Ross's party; believed to have been 

an unparalleled instance of humanity exercised by Canadian invaders 

during the war. 

The 10 captives retained as prisoners of war were kept at Montreal for 

several weeks and then sent up to Quebec on a sloop, from which they 

were transferred to the ship Maria, under the command of Capt. Max, 

and remained on board of her at that port two or three months. While 

there, a British sergeant drew up at their request, a petition to Sir John 

Johnson, which the ten Johnstown prisoners and perhaps others signed; 

proposing as they were held ready for an exchange, they would return 

home across the lakes and send back a number of the enemy then 

prisoners with the Americans, equaling their own number. To this 

proposition Sir John would not agree but went on board the ship and told 

them in person that "If they would join his corps, they would all return 

together to possess their Johnstown lands." 

"When the d--l will that be?" interrogated the elder Shew, in no very good 

humor. 

"The rebels scant hold out much longer," said Sir John, "and at the end of 

the war, we'll all go to Johnstown together." 

"Never," responded the old patriot with emphasis, "will you go back to 

inherit your Johnstown possessions again!" 

The Tory chieftain was unwilling to believe the war would terminate so 

disastrously for his future prospects and soon after left the ship. A few days 

after, Johnson sent for Mr. Shew to know if any of the prisoners of his 

acquaintance would be likely to enlist into his Majesty's service. Shew told 

him he thought they would not, but that he could try them if he chose. 

After a request from Sir John that he would exert his influence in that 

direction, the prisoner returned to the ship. 

A CHANCE TO ENLIST - The next morning a recruiting officer, a Sergeant, 

named Hilliard, who had removed from Johnstown to Canada, and who 
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knew some of the prisoners, visited the ship to beat up for recruits. The 

prisoners were all on deck, and, agreeable to his instructions, he waited 

upon Mr. Shew to make known the nature of his errand. As the young 

captives gathered around the old gentleman, he said to them, "Here is a 

recruiting officer come to enlist you into the British service! My lads, if any 

of you want to sell your country for a green coat with red facings, and a 

cap with a lock of red horse-hair hanging down one side of it, you now 

have a good chance!" The reader is aware that the force of an argument 

depends much on the time and manner of its utterance. That the one of 

Mr. Shew had its desired weight, may be inferred from the fact that after 

numerous luring inducements and golden promises of reward in his 

Majesty's service, Sergeant Hilliard gathered up his papers and left the 

ship, without having added a single recruit. Thus much for the principles of 

the back woods men of western New York in the hour that tried men's 

souls. 

When the Maria was moored under the Heights of Abraham, the British in 

the fortifications would play "Yankee-Doodle" to irritate the prisoners. 

Many of them who were in good spirits, however, would throw up their 

hats, hurrah for the cause of liberty, begin a jig on the ship's deck and 

shout to the enemy to play away and they would dance for them. Early in 

September the Maria was ready to sail for England, via New York, where 

she was to land her prisoners, some 60 in all. Of the number were Lieut. 

Col. Frederick Bellinger, and Major John Frey, officers who were made 

prisoners at Oriskany the summer before. When the ship was about to sail, 

those officers were told that they could remain at Quebec or go to New 

York. Major Frey said he would rather remain on the vessel with his 

countrymen and share their chance to get home, and Col.  Bellinger 

expressed the same views, and they remained on board. After a pleasant 

sail down the St. Lawrence and into the gulf, the vessel was brought to 

Newfoundland, to inquire if any Yankees had been there lately; an inquiry 

known, there, to apply to privateers. They were informed that some had 

left that port only the day before. 

Soon after leaving the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Maria fell in with a 

privateer, which immediately gave chase. The pursuit lasted for two days, 

and the British vessel escaped by being a better sailor than her 

antagonist; but she was driven directly out of her course; and after a sail 

of several weeks, being part of the time nearer Europe than America, and 

not daring to run down to New York, she returned to Halifax, there landed 

her captives and sailed directly from thence to England. The trip to sea 

was a novelty in the life of the Johnstown settlers, the most of whom were 
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very sea-sick for several days; often lining the ship's side and casting up 

their dinners without the aid of stomach-pumps. Capt. Max was a 

gentleman, and treated the prisoners while on his vessel, as though he 

was born with a soul, a contingency that does not always happen in the 

birth of naval commanders. 

Nearly 1,300 captives were then assembled at Halifax, and two ships were 

fitted out to take them to Boston to be exchanged. Several prisoners had 

affected their escape from Halifax, by having good knives; and when the 

Johnstown prisoners were confined there, their knives were taken from all 

of them except the elder Shew. They had to cook their own meat in a 

large kettle set in an arch, and often were allowed but a scanty supply of 

fuel to do it with. Not infrequently the grease was skimmed off to increase 

the flame, and at times an old garment was tucked under the kettle. If the 

meat was not half cooked, as was frequently the case, it had to be eaten 

in its raw state, with the peas of beans soaked with it--the meat having to 

be pulled apart with the fingers. Jacob Shew chanced to find a piece of 

an iron hoop, and with an immense rubbing upon a stone, he made it 

supply the needs of a knife to the mess which included him. An old tar 

who had managed to retain his knife, exposed it to a sentinel from 

motives of mischief, who demanded its surrender to him. The prisoner 

refused to part with it, and the soldier was taking measures to get it by 

force, when the old salt, knife in hand, fell back among the prisoners, and 

the sentinel not daring to leave his post, bit his lip in anger to see his 

authority set at defiance. 

While detained at Halifax, Putman, Salisbury and the elder Morris were 

taken sick and died.  The rest of the Johnstown prisoners, who had been 

on board the ship Maria, were landed in Boston where young Morris also 

died.  Reese left Boston, but as he never reached home his friends 

supposed he died on the way. The three Shews, father, Stephen, and 

Jacob left Boston together, the latter with the smallpox just developing. 

Dr. Farrell, of Rhode Island, and Moses Hicks, of Virginia, fellow prisoners 

journeyed with the Shews from Boston to Roxbury. As the three latter sat 

down much fatigued by the wayside in Massachusetts, opposite a nice 

house, to rest their wearied limbs, some 15 or 18 miles from the city, a little 

black girl was sent out to inquire if they were deserters. "If you are 

deserters," said she "master said you should come in but if you are not he 

does not wish to see you."  Such was the comfort meted by wealthy Tories 

to men suffering in the cause of freedom. 
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On arriving in the town of Sudbury, nearly 20 miles from Boston, Jacob 

Shew gave out, sat down by the wayside, and told his friends he could go 

no farther. After seeing him well cared for, they journeyed on, found 

friends on the route who supplied their necessities, and arrived in 

Johnstown on January 1, 1779.  Jacob fortunately fell into Samaritan 

hands, was cured of his loathsome disease, and reached Johnstown on 

the 17 of March following his capture, it being St. Patrick's Day in the 

morning. 

. . . On 1 January 1779 After being held prisoner nearly 7 months, Godfrey 

arrived back home with his son Stephen by way of Quebec, Halifax, & 

Boston. The prisoner exchange occurred in Boston, MA.15 

On one more note on Nicolas Stoner:  

In 1781 Nicholas [Stoner's]] father was released from the army and settled 

on a farm formerly belonging to Loyalist Col. John Butler at Tribes Hill, New 

York. Here, in 1782, he was surprised, killed, and scalped by a raiding party 

of Indians . . . One time he [Nicolas Stoner] engaged in a drunken brawl in 

De Fonclaire's Tavern in Johnstown, which was frequented by both 

Canadian and American trappers.  One of the Canadian Indians, hearing 

the name of Stoner, pulled out his scalping knife and boasted of the nine 

notches indicating scalps taken during the Revolution. He pointed to one, 

cut deeper than the others, and said that this "was the scalp of old 

Stoner!" (Nicholas' father). Hearing this Stoner grabbed a red-hot andiron 

and threw it at the Indian, yelling "You never will scalp another one!" The 

iron burned a brand across the Indian's neck and knocked him 

unconscious at the cost of severe burns to Stoner's own hand.  It is not 

known what became of the injured Native although he is believed to 

have died of his injury on the way back to Canada.  Stoner was arrested 

and jailed but was freed by a mob of fellow Revolutionary War veterans.  

He was never brought to trial.16 

Johannes Arentse Putman’s son Henry Putman became a British Ranger during 

the Revolution. 

As to Major Jellis Fonda, it is noted that he was charged with the scouts in the 

Indian Department. 

 

 

15 Godfrey Shew (circa 1734 - 1805), Northern New York State Pioneer, & his Descendants, Website by Peter Shew. 
16 Nicholas Stoner, Wikipedia. 
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Johannes A. Putman’s sister Janet A. Putman married Thomas Harris who was a 

scout in 1756 who went to Fort Oswego after its destruction by the French and 

Indians. 

It seems that Johannes A. Putman related to the Indian Department, perhaps, or 

was associated with its counterpart the Commissary to the Indian Department: 

Major Jellis Fonda was the most prominent of the early Fonda’s. He was the first 

Mohawk Valley merchant west of Schenectady in the period immediately 

before the Revolution.  He was a close friend and associate of Sir William 

Johnson and accompanied him on his military expeditions as the commissary. 

Jellis served in the French and Indian War under Sir William Johnson and was in 

command of Scouts as lieutenant in 1755 and captain in 1756 and was 

commissioned Major in 176? spending much of his time during this period in 

Indian country.  

Jellis was elected as one of the four assistant judges of Tryon Court in 1773; 

became State Senator of the Western District 1777-81 and 1788-91; Fulton 

County Judge March 1784; and Commissioner of Indian Affairs.   

He was one of the executors of the will of Sir William Johnson and designated as 

guardian of his children.   

Jellis Fonda was frequently referred to in the novel "In the Valley" by Harold 

Frederic and was also mentioned in the novels by Robert W. Chambers dealing 

with the Mohawk Valley and Tryon County history.17 

The children of Gertrude Sixt and Johannes Pootman were the following: 

Children: 

1. Gritje.  She was baptized 24 April 1743 [at Queen Anne's Chapel at 

Fort Hunter]. 

 

2. Arent Johannes.  Arent was born 13 June 1745. 

 

3. Nancy.  Nancy was baptized 1747 at Queen Anne's Chapel. 

 

4. Prob. Christina.  She was born about 1748. 

 

 

 

17 Jellis Dowe Fonda, Find-a-Grave. 
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5. Mary.  A missionary of the New York Trinity Church baptized Mary 

May 23, 1750. 

 

6. Henry.  Henry was baptized 26 July 1752 by a missionary of the New 

York Trinity Church. 

 

7. Catherine.  She was baptized 1753 [at Queen Anne's Chapel]. 

 

8. David.  David was baptized 18 May 1755 by a missionary of the New 

York Trinity Church. 

 

9. Sarah.  Sarah was born about 1757. 

 

10. Elizabeth.  She may have married Peter Warmuth or Wormwood. 

 

 

Lodewick (Arent, Johannes) 
 

Lodewick Arentse Putman was baptized November 14, 1713 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Schenectady. 

He was the second son born to Arent Johannes Pootman and Lysbet 

Lodewyckse Ackerman. 

Lodewick Putman’s sponsors at his baptism were his uncle Cornelius Johannes 

Pootman and his Aunt Annetje Ackerman. 

Lodewick was named for his maternal grandfather Lodwick Ackerman.    

About 1742, Lodewick Putman married Elizabeth Suitz who was also known as 

Elizabeth Soots and Suits.    

Elizabeth was born about 1717 and was a daughter of Dietrich, or Richard, Suitz 

and Magdalena Bets. 

The Suitz Family 

Johann Dieterich Sutz was born about 1672 in Bellheim, Germersheim, 

Rheine Pfalz, Germany.  

He died after 1728 in Kingston, New York.   

Dietrich settled first at Beekman's Land near the Hudson River but soon 

afterward went to Schoharie about 1712.   
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He finally moved to the Mohawk Valley near Stein Raby, or Stone Arabia, 

about 1722.   

Dietrich Suitz was a husbandman, a vinedresser, and in 1728 he was 

declared a Free Holder at Kingston, New York.    

Dietrich Suitz was associated with Andreas Richter in baptismal records 

who also was a vine dresser.   

A vinedresser cultivates grapes and makes wine. 

Johann Dieterich Sutz married Magdalena Betz February 8, 1695 in 

Bellheim, Germersheim, Rhein Pfalz, Germany.   

Their children were John Peter, John George, Anna Barbara, Anna 

Catarina, Andreas, and Amelia.   

Amelia married Johann Adolph Waldradt and they had a son Adolph 

who married Elizabeth Pottman. 

It appears that wine making was also a family vocation of the Lodewick 

Putman family as it possibly was for many of the descendants of Arent 

Janse Pootman and Elizabeth Ackerman. 

Shortly after their marriage, Lodewick and Elizabeth Putman moved to 

Kingsborough Patent north of the Mohawk River and east of Johnstown.   

In March of 1769, Sir William recommended that Lodewick Putman have 70 

acres in the Kingsborough—Stuart Purchase.   

Lodewick Putman was at that time paying rent in Kingsborough. 

During the Revolution, Lodewick and Elizabeth lived on Colonel Archibald 

McIntyre's farm 2 1/2 miles southeast of Johnstown.   

Lodewick was then a private in Colonel Frederick Visscher's Third New York 

Regiment. 

Most of the Mohawk Valley Putman's were very out-spoken Whigs including 

those at Tribes Hill a short distance away from the Lodewick Putman House. 

A Whig was, in the 1780’s, an Anti-Duke of York with anti-Catholic sentiments.   

Previously, the Whig Party was formed from the Roundheads and was pro-

parliament and anti-royal based.   

It was common for the British and Indians to attack Putman farms in preference 

to others.    
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On the night of May 21, 1780, the British and Indians attacked the farm of 

Lodewick, killed Lodewick and his son Arent, and scalped them. 

The following narrative describes that night: 

About midnight the destructives arrived in the north east part of the town, from 

which several of the Tories had disappeared the day before, to meet and 

conduct their kindred spirits to the dwellings of their patriotic neighbors.  For 

when Johnson was censured for the murder of those men, he replied that "their 

Tory neighbors and not himself were blamable for those acts."   

A party of the enemy proceeded directly to the house of Lodewick Putman, an 

honest Dutchman, living two miles and a half from the Court House.  Putman 

had three sons and two daughters.  On the night the enemy broke into his 

house, two of his sons were fortunately gone sparking a few miles distant.  Old 

Mr. Putman, who was a Whig of the times, and his son Aaron who was at home 

were taken from their beds, murdered, and scalped.  While the Indians were 

plundering the house and pulling down clothing from hocks along the wall, Mrs. 

Putman snatched several articles of female apparel such as gowns, petticoats, 

& etc. from the hands of a large Indian telling him that such and such things she 

must and would have for her daughter.  The fierce looking savage, whom few 

women of the present day would care to meet much less to contend with, 

offered some resistance to her gaining several garments, and they jerked each 

other about the room.  But seeing her determination to possess them, he finally 

yielded to her entreaties and prowess and with a sullen " Umph" let go his hold.  

After the enemy had been gone sometime from the house, Mrs. Putman and 

her daughter Hannah, afterwards the wife of Jacob Shew, Esq., leaving the 

mangled remains of their murdered friends, proceeded to the Johnstown Fort 

where they arrived about sunrise. The jail was palisaded, and with several 

blockhouses built within the enclosure, constituted the Johnstown Fort.  At this 

period, one of Putman's daughters was married to Amass Stevens, also a Whig 

living in the neighborhood. While some of the enemy were at Putman's, another 

party approached the dwelling of Stevens and forcing the doors and windows 

entered it from different directions at the same instant.  Poor Stevens was also 

dragged from his bed and compelled to leave his house.  Mrs. Stevens, in the 

act of leaving the bed, desired a stout savage, or a painted tory, as she 

afterwards supposed, not to allow the Indians to hurt her husband.  He forced 

her back upon the bed with her terrified children, a boy, named after his 

grandfather, two and a half years old, and an infant daughter named Clarissa, 

telling her she should not be hurt.  A few rods from the house Stevens was 

murdered, scalped, and hung upon the garden fence.  After the enemy had 

left the dwelling, Mrs. Stevens looked out to see if she could discover any one 
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about the premises.  She had supposed her husband taken by them into 

captivity; but seeing in the uncertain star-light the almost naked form of a man 

leaning upon the fence she readily imagined it to be that of her husband.  In a 

tremulous voice she several times called, "Amasa!  Amasa!'" but receiving no 

answer she ran to the fence.  God only knows what her mental agony was on 

arriving there and finding her husband stiffening in death. With almost 

supernatural strength, she took down the body and bore it into the dwelling 

(which, with Putman's, bad been spared the incendiary torch from motives of 

policy) and depositing it, sprinkled with the scalding tears of blighted affection, 

she snatched the two pledges of her early love and sought safety in flight to the 

fort where she found her surviving relatives.  The amorous Putman brothers set 

out on their return home towards daylight from what is now called Sammons' 

Hollow and discovering the light of the burning buildings at Tribes Hill, they hastily 

directed their steps to the fort meeting at the gateway their mourning relatives.  

Stevens had just finished planting when murdered and the next week purposed 

to have journeyed eastward with his family.  The Putman’s were killed on the 

farm now owned and occupied by Col. Archibald Mclntyre.  They were both 

buried in one grave in a single rough box, and while their neighbors were 

performing the act of burial they were once alarmed by the supposed 

approach of the enemy and left the grave but soon returned and filled it.18 

Lodewyck and Arent had just finished planting crops and began to return 

eastward for safety.    

 Children: 

 1.    Derrick.  Derrick was born in 1744. 

 2.    Arent.  He was born in 1746. 

 3.    Hannah Margarita.  Baptized 13 September 1751 at the 

Schenectady Dutch Reformed Church.  Died young. 

 4.    Margaret.  Margaret was baptized 29 August 1754 Dutch 

Reformed Church of Albany. 

 5.    Elizabeth.  Elizabeth was baptized 29 August 1754 Dutch 

Reformed Church of Albany. 

 6.    John L.  John was born in 1759. 

 

 

18 History of Schoharie County and the Border Wars of New York, Jeptha Root Simms, 1845. 
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 7.    Hannah Margarita.  Anna was baptized 3 February 1765 at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

  

David (Arent, Johannes) 
 

David Arentse Putman was baptized September 3, 1715, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Schenectady.    His sponsors were Volkert Simonz and Grietien Mabi.  

Volkert was the son of Simon Volkertse Veeder.  Grietien of Margaret was the 

wife of Victoor Pootman and aunt of David Putman. 

David lived a colorful life, but his children were at times difficult to follow. 

David married Elizabeth Lehr, or Leer, about 1745.  David and Elizabeth lived 

near Currytown probably between Washenthaw Creek and Auries Creek.  There 

they lived in a stone house. 

The Dutch word "leer" means leather work and “lehr” essentially means teacher. 

In the 1763 Census of the Freeholders of the City and County of Albany,Philip 

P[B]ellinger, John Just Petrie, Frederick Leer, and Joast Demot were listed next to 

each other in the Falls District.  These four families were allied families of the 

David Putman and Elizabeth Leer family.    

Most of David and Elizabeth Potman's children were baptized at the Lutheran 

Reformed Church of Stone Arabia that was located on the north side of the 

Mohawk River—the baptisms were recorded under the surname Bodman. 

Just before the Revolution, a list was compiled of the inhabitants of the Mohawk 

Valley:  "Of the Persons that are Assessed above five pounds with sums they are 

to pay and the number of days they were to work on the King's Highway".  On 

the list, David Potman was recorded with a quota of 15 pounds annual 

assessment with 3 and 5 days of work to be done. 

According to tradition, during the Revolution, the British and Indians captured 

David while he was out fishing, and because he was too old to travel they killed 

him.  

David's wife, Elizabeth, appears to have died soon afterward in October 1781. 

In the sketch "The Cromwell and Lewis Families of the Mohawk Valley", (NYGBR, 

1910), comes the following:   

On the forenoon of October 24, 1781, a scout [was] sent from Fort Plain by 

Col. Willett [and] separated at the old Keyes place in Sharon--all returning 
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to that post except Jacob Tanner and Frederick Olman who set out for 

Currytown--Tanner to visit his family.  Near Argusville, they fell in with 700 

British and Indians under Major Ross and Butler.  They fled and escaped to 

the Frederick [Davidse] Putnam's place where was being held the funeral 

of Mrs. Putnam her husband having been previously killed.  The funeral 

broke up at the news of the enemy's approach. 

Frederick Putman is assumed to be the son of David Arentse Putman and 

Elizabeth [Frederickse] Leer. 

Two of David Arent Potman and Elizabeth Leher's daughter's Elizabeth and 

Catherine married into the Philip Bellinger family of the Mohawk Valley. 

  Children: 

          1.    Arent D.  Arent was born about 1745. 

 2.    Victor D.  He was born 22 May 1747. 

 3.    Frederick.  Frederick was born about 1750. 

 4.    David D.  Born 25 February 1751, David was baptized at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia. 

 5.    Lodewick D.  Born 19 December 1752, he was baptized at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia. 

 6.    Jury D., George D.  He was born in 1757. 

 7.    Poss. Margaret. 

 8.    Poss. Dorothea. 

 9.    Catherine.  She married Peter Bellinger. 

 10.    Elizabeth.  She was born about 1757 and married John Jost 

Bellinger. 

  

Cornelia (Arent, Johannes) 
 

Cornelia Arentse Putman was baptized October 12, 1717, at the Dutch 

Reformed Church in Schenectady.  Her sponsors were Gerrit Simonz and 

Francyntie Ackerman.  

Cornelia married Stephen Cromwell who was baptized March 6, 1709, in Albany. 
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From "The Cromwell and Lewis Families of the Mohawk Valley", NYGBR, 1910, 

Stephen and his mother Maria Lewis bought from Nicholas Hartinsinger August 

16, 1732, half a tract of 775 acres located south of Mohawk River on the west 

side of Wasentha Creek.    

Wasentha Creek flowed north and emptied into the Mohawk River at Yatesville, 

NY. 

This tract was originally granted to Archibald Kennedy 14 April 1727 and located 

in the present Town of Root, New York. 

Stephanus Cromwell in his will dated 24 April 1754 conveyed the tract to his 

three sons. 

         Children: 

 1.    Arent.  Arent was baptized 13 January 1745. 

 2.    Jan Philips.  Jan was baptized 11 January 1747. 

 3.    Jacobus. 

 

Maritien (Arent, Johannes) 
 

Maritien, or Mary, Putman was baptized August 15, 1719. 

Her sponsors were Arent Bradt and Maritie Pootman. 

 

Victor (Arent, Johannes) 
 

Victor Arentse Putman was baptized April 22, 1721, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Schenectady.   His sponsors were Jellis Fonda and Rachel Fonda. 

Jellis Fonda was undoubtedly Jellis Adamse Fonda who was born I 1670 and 

who married Rachel Pieterse Winne.  He was a gunsmith in Schenectady in 1700. 

Rachel died June 10, 1727. Jellis died September 8, 1737.  Descendants of Jellis 

Fonda (1670) and Rachel Winne settled in Schenectady and Caughnawaga 

(now Town of Fonda).  Jellis had three sons: Douw (1701) Abraham (1715) and 

Jacob (1722).  
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David Johannes Pootman of New Jersey seems also to have had a son name 

Victor also born in 1721 but baptized at the Middleton and Freehold, NJ, Dutch 

Reformed Church.   

This Victor David Potman had children baptized at the Dutch Reformed Church 

of Smith, Pennsylvania. 

 

Sara (Arent, Johannes) 
 

Sarah Putman was baptized July 5, 1724, at the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Schenectady.    

Possibly, Sarah married Hershel Fritsher May 24, 1756, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Stone Arabia. 

She was the youngest daughter and child born to Arent Johannes Potman and 

Elizabeth Ackerman. 

 

Sarah (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Sarah Putman the daughter of Johannes Potman and Gertrude Sixt was 

probably born about 1742 and seems to have married Jacob Graff. 

Jacob’s name was also written as Groff, Groath, and Craft. 

A report says that Jacob married Sarah Putman in 1771 at the Johnstown 

Presbyterian Church: this is in the neighborhood where the children of Arent 

Janse Pootman lived including John Arentse Putman Sarah’s assumed father.  

By a report, John A. Putman lived between north of Fonda, NY, between Tribes 

Hill and Johnstown, NY, in what was the Butler Patent. 

Jacob Graff was born in 1726 and came from Hanover, German, about 1760.   

He settled in what is now Fonda, New York. 

According to her gravestone, Sarah Putman was born in 1742 and died October 

20, 1805, at the age of 63 years.   

Jacob died October 3, 1805.   

Both were buried in Fonda, Montgomery Co., NY. 
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Looking at the baptismal records of Sarah Putman and Jacob Graff’s children, 

the Putman, Graff, and Kitts families were closely connected, and it appears all 

the connected Putman’s were siblings. 

 Children:    

 1.    Peter.  He was born in 1763.  Peter married Elizabeth Frye 

March 7, 1785 in Caughnawaga, or Fonda, New York.  Peter saw 

service during the Revolutionary War and was present at the 

surrender of Burgoyne.  He was afterward a farmer and gunsmith.  

Peter had children Philip, Anne, Peter, Abraham, and Clarissa.  

 2.    Daniel.  Daniel Graff the son of Jacob Graff and Sara was 

baptized June 10, 1769, at the Lutheran Church of Stone Arabia 

with sponsors Daniel Serbes and Margaretha Potman [likely 

Margaret or Grietje Potman was Sarah Potman’s sister].  Daniel 

married Margaret Ackerman.  

 3.    Margaret.  She was born April 12, 1772, and baptized June 6, 

1772, at the Dutch Reformed Church of Fonda, New York.  Her 

sponsors were Jacob Simmons and Margaret Putman who was likely 

her aunt.  

 4.     Phillip.  He was born January 2, 1774.  He married Deborah 

Wemple April 15, 1791, the daughter of Barent Wemple and Sarah 

Smith.  Phillip was a member of the Rangers and was mentioned in 

Stone's "Life of Joseph Brant".  

 5.    Johannes.  Johannes Graft the son of Jacob Graft and Sarah 

Putman was born January 12, 1775, and baptized April 16, 1775, at 

the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga [Fonda], New 

York.  His sponsors were Johannes Kitts, Jr., and Anna 

Kitts.  Johannes Kitts, Jr., married Maria Putman who seems to be 

Sarah Putman’s sister.  Johannes Graff married an Ann Jean, 

perhaps Angie Jean.  

 6.    Maria.  Maria Groath was born June 19, 1777, and baptized 

August 26, 1777, at the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Caughnawaga.  Her sponsors were Cobus Davis and Rebecca 

Davis.  Rebecca likely was the wife of David Putman who certainly 

was Maria’ uncle.     
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Arent (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 
  

Arent Johannes Putman was born June 13, 1745.    

Arent may have been born at Fort Oswego, NY, on Lake Ontario. 

Arent Potman marry into the De Spitzer family: 

De Spitzer Family 

 Ernestus De Spitzer and Barbara Welfon (Wilfelin):  Ernest was a clergyman 

before coming to this country.  The following is a translation of a license 

given him:  

We give to the bearer of this paper, Rev. Ernest Spitzer of the 

Diocese of Vienna, permission to say mass during four days in all the 

churches in and outside the city, if he, according to the rules of the 

church, in honest priestly clothing, will appear before the rectors 

and trustees of the church."  "Beben Bratz, the 25th March, 1745. 

Louis Berthold, Archdeacon." 

Ernest De Spitzer was surgeon to the garrison at Oswego from Oct. 28, 

1753, to May 22, 1755, and perhaps longer. After the French war, he 

settled in Schenectady, and practiced medicine. He had a farm in 

Glenville, about 7 miles above the Schenectady where there is a family 

burying ground.  Children:  Elisabeth, May 18, 1755, m. Aaron Potman; 

Gerrit, July 2, 1758; Ernestus, Sept. 27, 1761.19   

The German word "spitze" means pointed, sharp, or acute.  "Spitzen" 

means to lace.   

Arent Janse Pootman was also a weaver, so it seems that the weaver theme 

may still have been a part of this branch of the Putman family.   

Ernestus De Spitzer was a resident at Fort Oswego, which is where Johannes 

Arentse Potman and Gretje Sixt may have lived in the early 1750’s. 

Gretje Sixt Potman died about 1756 when her son Arent was about 6 years of 

age.  

 

 

19 Contributions for the Genealogies of the Descendants of the First Settlers . . . By Jonathan Pearson. 



49 
 
 

Arent Potman married Elizabeth De Spitzer who was a daughter of Ernestus De 

Spitzer in Schenectady, February 21, 1772.   

Elizabeth died May 18, 1797, at the age of 42.  Arent married, second, Catalina 

Van Schaick. 

Arent Johannes Putman appears on the rolls of the 2nd Albany county Militia, 

and in 1778 when he was enrolled in the Company of Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

In 1902, David Putman, a descendant of Arent, wrote an article about the family 

that was titled "Reminiscences" and that was printed in a Greenville, Ohio, 

publication:   

Grandfather [Arent J. Putman] married Elizabeth De Spitzer, daughter of 

Ernestus Josephus De Spitzer, a noted M.  D. of that day, in Schenectady, 

New York, which date I am unable to give.  They had four children:  John, 

Ernestus, Gertrude, and Barbara . . . ..  Grandfather served six years and 

eight months in the War of the Revolution and was with Ethan Allen at 

Ticonderoga." 

Arent died on August 1, 1800.  She was buried in the Cobblestone Church 

Cemetery in the Town of Rotterdam, Schenectady County. 

 Children: 

 1.    Gertruy.  Born November 1772 and baptized 21 November 1773 

at the Dutch Reformed Church of Schenectady. 

 2.    Ernestus.  He was born 27 October 1776 and baptized 3 

November 1776 Dutch Reformed Church of Schenectady. 

 3.    Johannes.  Johannes was baptized 7 February 1779. 

 4.    Johannes.  Johannes was born 31 August 1780 and baptized 10 

September 1780 at the Dutch Reformed Church of Schenectady. 

 5.    Barbara.  Barbara was baptized 2 March 1783 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Schenectady. 

  

Elizabeth (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 
 

Elizabeth Putman, daughter of Johannes Putman and Gertrude Sixt, was born 

about 1747.  She seems to have married Jacob Harris November 2, 1767, at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Schenectady, NY.  They were both living then in 
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Sacandaga, NY, which was about the location of the later residence of 

Johannes A. Potman. 

 Children: 

 1.    Jannetje.  She was born March 12, 1774, and baptized August 

13, 1774, at the Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia.  Sponsors 

were George Fyles and Antje Fyles. 

 2.    Thomas.  Thomas was born 30 January 1768 and baptized June 

26, 1768, at the Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia.  His 

sponsors were Gritje {Margaret} Potman and Brandt Fredrich 

 3.    Margretha.  Margaret was born October 23, 1769, and baptized 

February 11, 1770, at the Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia.  

Her sponsors were Henrich and Catherine Walrath. 

  

Gritje (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 
 

Gritje or Margaret Putman may have married Barent Frederick.   

On 30 January 1768, both Gritje Putman and Barendt Fredrich were sponsors for 

Thomas the son of Jacob Harris and Elizabeth Putman.   

Elizabeth seems to have been Margaret’s sister. 

Margaret Potman was likely also the Margret Potman who was the sponsor for 

the children of Sarah Putman and Jacob Graff and Maria Putman and 

Johannes Kitts, Jr.  

  

Nancy (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 
 

Nancy Putman was baptized in 1747 at Queen Anne's Chapel at Fort Hunter, 

near Schenectady. 

 

Christina (Johannes, Arent, Johanes) 
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Christina Putman, born about 1748 and was likely a daughter of Johannes 

Arentse Putman and his wife Gertrude Sixt.   

The name Christina likely comes from Christina Putman’s grandmother Anna 

Christina Theiss who was the wife of Johann Hendrick Sixt.    

Christina Potman who was a daughter then of Gertrude Sixt and Johannes 

Potman also had children named John and Gertrude. 

Christina Putman married Cornelius Boon, Bowen, February 25, 1765, at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia:  They lived in Tribes Hill where she 

reportedly died about 1769 at a young age.    

Cornelius Bowen married second a Rebecca. 

During the American Revolution, the newly organized United States confiscated 

Cornelius Bowen's land because he was a Loyalist.   

The Bowen family fled to Ontario, Canada.   

Cornelius Bowen and his family arrived there in 1784.    

The Crown gave Cornelius a grant of 200 acres of land in Bertie Township, 

Welland Co., Ontario, CAN. 

Cornelius died 15 April 1799. 

    Children: 

 1. John.  John was born in the New York. 

 2. William.  He was born in the New York. 

 3. Henry.  He was born in the New York. 

 4. Gertrude. 

 5. James. 

 6. Christina. 

 7. Cornelius. 

 8. Daniel.  Daniel was born November 2, 1785, in Canada. 

  

Maria (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 
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Maria or Mary Potman was born about 1750. 

A missionary of the New York Trinity Church baptized Mary Putman May 23, 1750.   

Maria Potman seems to have married Johannes Kitts, Jr. 

The Pension Compendium says that John Kitts was born in 1758/9, and was a 

resident of Lowville, Lewis County, New York, in 1832.   

In his Revolutionary War Pension Application, John Kitts said he entered the 

military from his home in Johnstown, New York, in 1775, and was a corporal for 

three years under Captain Andrew Wemple in the 3rd New York Regiment 

commanded by Frederick Fischer.  

The Butler Patent where the Putman’s lived was between Tribes Hill and 

Johnstown.   

In May 1780, Captain Wemple deserted to the enemy and Colon Fischer was 

wounded and scalped. 

John's Company was then turned over to Captain Minard W. Quackenbush and 

Colonel Volkert Veeder.   

John Kitts served as a sergeant in 1778. 

Sponsors of Maria Putman and Johannes Kitts, Jr’s, daughter Elizabeth were 

Peter Graff and Elizabeth Graff.   

Maria’s assumed sister Sarah Putman married Jacob Graff. 

Maritje Putman and John Kitts were sponsors for Eva the daughter of Johannes 

Kitts, and Annetje Service August 16, 1798.  

 

 Children:    

1. Jacob.  Jacob Kitts the son of John Kitts and Maritie Putman 

was born in June 13, 1785, and baptized July 11, 1785, at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga.   Jacob’s 

sponsors were . . .. 

2. Eva.  Eva Kitts the daughter of John Kitts and Maritie Putman 

was born February 8, 1791, and baptized March 6, 1791, at 

the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga.  Eva’s 

sponsors were Jacob Kitts and Elizabeth Kitts. 

3. Elizabeth.  Elizabeth Kitts the daughter of John Kitts, Jr., and 

Mara Putman was born August 11, 1793 and baptized 
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September 8, 1793, at the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Caughnawaga.  Elizabeth’s sponsors were Peter Graff and 

Elizabeth Graff.    

  

Henry (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Henry Putman was born in “Western New York”, which was likely between the 

Mohawk Valley and Niagara Falls.    

Henry was baptized July 26, 1752, by a missionary of the New York Trinity Church. 

He married Hannah Anguish, daughter of Loyalist Hans Jacob Anguish.  Anna 

was 16 in 1783, so she was born about 1767. 

Henry and Hannah Putman were Loyalists and lived near Fort Erie, Ontario, 

Canada, during and after the American Revolution.   

By 1777, the Rangers were carrying out raids in the Mohawk Valley and 

elsewhere such as the Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania where the Anguish 

family once lived.   

The home base then of Butler’s Rangers was Fort Niagara in what is now Niagara 

Co., NY.   

Henry Putman was a Sergeant in the Butler's Rangers under Walter Butler. 

Henry Putman was a member of Captain George Dame's Company in the 

Corps of the Rangers in Niagara on November 30, 1783, at the age of 30 years.  

The War ended in 1783, and Butler's Rangers were disbanded the following year.   

The British recorded Henry on the Loyalist Victual List at Fort Erie from July 25 to 

September 26, 1785, with a woman in his household.   

The year that followed a daughter under the age of 10 was in their household.    

By July 18, 1796, Henry and his wife Hannah had five children living with him: 

Elizabeth, Mary, John, Hannah, and Henry.   

Because they were children of a Loyalists, the Putman children were entitled to 

receive grants of land in various parts of the Province of Ontario.  

Fort Erie was in Bertie Township, Welland County, on Lake Erie, which along the 

western shore of the Niagara River and above Niagara Falls.    
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As a soldier in the Revolution, Henry Putman appeared on the Official Loyalist List 

and was awarded a Crown Grant of land in Bertie Township.  Henry was one of 

the first settlers to take up land in the area not far from the mouth of 

Frenchman's Creek, also called The Mountain, north of Fort Erie.  

By the early 1800’s, the smaller creek nearby on which they lived was called 

Putman Creek.   

A relative, David Putman, wrote the following in an article called 

"Reminiscences," which was printed in a Greenville, Ohio, publication in 1902: 

In 1835, father [Ernest Putman] visited Schenectady and on his return 

home he stopped at Buffalo, Ontario, and visited the [Henry Putman] 

family.   

One of his cousins, a blind girl, was the only one who knew him and 

remembered his voice. 

Henry Putman married Hannah Anguish the daughter of Hans Jacob Anguish 

and Elizabeth Lewis. 

The Anguish Family 

The North American Anguish family descends from Hans Jacob Anguish 

who was born about 1720 likely in Germany. 

In 1771, Jacob Anguish was a settler in the Wyoming Valley of 

Pennsylvania under a Connecticut title.  He and others like him who were 

“Connecticut Settlers” were at odds with the State of Pennsylvania and 

Pennamites over their land’s ownership. 

Jacob Anguish fought under Zebulon Butler in the Battle of Fort Wyoming 

in July and August of 1771.   

Jacob Anguish’s name appears on many petitions to the State of 

Connecticut General Assembly between 1771 and 1773.  

His first residence was at New Providence at Capouse Meadows; 

however, he soon removed to Tunkhannock just a bit up the Susquehanna 

River.  

Adonijah Stanborough acquire a right to several thousand acres in 

Wyoming, PA. 

In the claim, Stanborough mentioned a thousand acres settled by Jacob 

Bruner, Henry Anguish, Jacob Sipes, and Michael Showers that was called 

Macedonia. 
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In 1777, they resettled up the Susquehanna River in Sheshequin. 

By June 1777, Jacob Anguish’s wife complained about the Yankees 

taking their cattle and said that in the place where the Yankees lived 

there were no Tories.  

The Revolution began to split the family and this title to land from the 

Connecticut patriots.  

Jacob Anguish was on the list of persons employed in the British Indian 

Department at $4.00 New York currency per day on June 15, 1777. 

On December 20, 1777 Jacob Anguish along with other Tories in the valley 

were captured by the Westmoreland Militia and were sent under guard to 

Hartford and held as prisoners in the Revolutionary War. 

After Jacob Anguish was released from jail, he returned home to find his 

land plundered and his wife and children carried into “captivity.”  

Jacob rejoined Butler’s Rangers and took part in the ravaging of Wyoming 

with Butler’s Rangers and their Indians allies in July 1778. 

Jacob Anguish was on Captain Walter Butler’s Company of Rangers and 

received a full amount of pay from 25 Dec 1777 to 24 Oct 1778.  

On a List of Unincorporated Loyalists at Machiche (near Montreal) from 13 

March to April 21, 1781. Jacob was listed with one woman and one male 

over age 10, one female over age 10, and one female under age 10.  

In Oct 1781 Capt. Walter Butler arranged for the transport to Niagara of 

several families from Machiche, which occurred in the spring of 1782. 

In Captain George Dame's Company of the Corps of Rangers at Niagara 

November 30, 1783, Jacob Anguish was listed at aged 63; Elizabeth 

Anguish 54; Jacob Anguish 20; Henry Anguish 18; Anna Anguish 16; and 

Elizabeth Anguish 10. 

The parents received each one ration per day.  

Jacob Anguish appeared on a list of persons dated Niagara July 20, 1784, 

as a disbanded Ranger. 

A Jacob Anguish had a warrant of 400 acres on the south side of 

Towanda Creek July 1, 1784.  
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Jacob appears on a List of Persons who subscribed their name to settle 

and cultivate the Crown Lands opposite to Niagara July 20, 1784, with one 

man, one woman, two children over age 10 and with 4 rations each day. 

The Petition of Jacob Anguish took place August 4, 1784. 

Jacob was deceased when Elizabeth petitioned for land in 1797. 

On February 11, 1800, John Anguish of Montgomery County, New York, 

sold a half 

Proprietor’s right late the property of Jacob Anguish deceased being 300 

acres in Plymouth on the Shawana Flats, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 

The document mentions seven children:  Hannah wife of Henry Putnam, 

Jacob Jr., Henry, Barbara wife of Frederick Garrison, Elizabeth wife of Peter 

Lawr all of Lincoln, Ontario, and John and Maria wife of Peter Eigenbradt 

of Montgomery Co., New York. 

The children of Jacob Anguish and his wife were as follows:  1. John 

Anguish b. July 26 and baptized August 16, 1755, Stone Arabia Lutheran 

Church, Montgomery Co., New York.  2. Maria Anguish born about 1757 

and married September 27, 1781, at the Reformed Church, German Flats, 

New York to Peter Eigenbradt. 3. Barbara Anguish was born about 1760 

and married Peter first Hoyerbrecht and second Frederick Garrison.  4. 

Jacob Anguish was born about 1763.  5. Henry Anguish was born about 

1765.  6. Hannah Anguish was born about 1767 and married Henry Putnam 

of Bertie, Canada.  7. Elizabeth Anguish was born about 1773 and married 

Peter Lawr of Pickering, Canada. 
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Bertie, Niagara C., Ontario, Canada—1784 Map 

On November 5, 1812, Henry Putman [senior] "late of the Township of Bertie in 

the County of Lincoln and District of Niagara but now of York [modern Toronto]" 

made his will being "weak in body, but of sound and perfect mind and 

memory".  

Henry Putman, Sr., named his wife Hannah and children John (eldest), Henry, 

Jacob, William, Mary, Elizabeth, Catherine and Jane, all yet living at Bertie.  

Henry left his wife Hannah Putman 216 acres (Lots 7, Conc. I & II, in Bertie).  

His eldest son John received 100 acres (Lot 7, Conc. III, Bertie while the three 

younger sons are given equal shares in 150 acres (Lot 17, Conc. XIII, Blenheim). 

On February 19, 1813, the will of Henry Putman, Sr., was proved at York. 

In 1846, Hannah Putman, the widow of Henry, Sr., died intestate in Bertie.  
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Her son-in-law Hiram Swayze handled the affairs with the blessing of her son 

Jacob Putman.  

No land holdings are mentioned.  

Hiram Swayze charged the estate with six years' board for Hannah. 

 Children: 

 1. Mary.  She was born about 1785. 

 2.  Elizabeth.  She was born about 1787. 

 3.  John.  John was born circa 1789. 

 4.  Hannah.  She was born about 1793. 

 5.  Henry.  He was born 1795. 

 6.  Jacob.  Henry was born about 1797. 

 7.  William.  He was born about 1806 in Ontario. 

 8.  Catherine.   

 9.  Jane.   

  

Catherine (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Catherine Putman was baptized 1753 at Queen Anne's Chapel in Fort Hunter.   

She may have married a Kirk. 

  

David (Johannes, Arent, Johannes) 

 

David Putman was baptized 18 May 1755 by a missionary of the New York Trinity 

Church.    

During the American Revolution, the British captured David on September 7, 

1781, at German Flats, New York, and held him prisoner in Canada until the end 

of the war. 

In 1783, David married Rebecca Davis a native of New England.  It was reported 

that David went to New England and married there.   
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David and Rebecca attended the Johnstown Presbyterian Church, which was 

located east of Johnstown and organized by newly settled New Englanders.   

During the 1790 New York Census, David lived in the Town of Caughnawaga 

near Isaac Davis and Jacob Frederick. 

In an 1829 letter, Ernest Putman, Jr., a nephew of David indicated that David 

Johannes Putman died while cleaning a well and afterward Rebecca returned 

to New England and raised her children there.    

In the article "Reminiscences," printed in 1902 in Greenville, Ohio, David Putman 

wrote: 

The other brother [of Arent Johannes Putman presumably David J. 

Putman] served in General Green's army during the Revolutionary War 

and [his family or descendants] settle in North Carolina.  During the Civil 

War, the 69th regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, to which I belonged, was 

detailed to guard the rebel officers captured at Fort Donaldson, among 

which I found a captain of a Tennessee regiment, named Wm. L. Putman.  

I recognized him in a room with twenty-six other officers, and from what 

he told me he must have been a grandson of grandfather's brother 

[David] . . . Grandfather married Elizabeth De Spitzer. 

The estate of David Putman "late of the town of Caughnawaga" was 

administrated by Rebecca Putman 20 March 1793. 

 Children: 

 1.    Johannes.  John was baptized 2 October 1784 in the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 2.    Charity.  She was born 5 April 1787 and baptized 18 November 

1792 in the Johnstown Presbyterian Church. 

 3.    Poss. Maria.  Maria was born about 1791. 

 4.    Elizabeth.  She was baptized 18 November 1792 at the 

Johnstown Presbyterian Church. 

 5.    Poss.  David.  He was born 4 June 1793 and baptized in 1793 at 

the Johnstown Presbyterian Church. 

  

Derrick (Lodewick, Arent, Johannes) 

Derrick Lodewick Putman was born about 1746 near Schenectady, NY.   
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There were many variations to his name.   

Derrick was also called Turck, and during the American Revolution he was 

known by his more commonly translated English name Richard.   

Richard Putman was the son of Lodewick Potman and Elizabeth Suitz.    

Rev. Abraham Rosecranz married Richard Putman and Nelly Van Brocklyn 

October 17, 1767, at the Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia, Montgomery 

County, New York.   

Nellie was the daughter of Gysbert Van Brocklin and Maria Van Antwerp.  Nellie 

was born in July 1742.   

After their wedding, Richard and Nelly made their home in the Town of Ephrata, 

Montgomery Co., NY. 

Richard Putman had a distinguished military service.    

In 1775, he was a private in Captain John Davis' Company in the 3rd. New York 

Regiment commanded by Colonel Frederick Visscher.   

That year, Richard saw service at Caughnawaga, or Fonda, NY, for one week 

and was stationed at other places in Montgomery Co., NY, for another month.    

In January 1776, Richard's company served one week with Gen. Philip Schuyler's 

Army.   

At that time, he went to Johnson Hall near Fonda to help force Sir John Johnson 

and his Tory friends to surrender their arms.    

Beginning in 1777, Richard was on duty at Ballston for 10 days. In the spring 

under Brigadier General Nicholas Herkimer his company was one month in 

Unadilla, New York, where General Herkimer had a conference with the noted 

Mohawk leader Indian Joseph Brant. 

On August 4, 1777, Richard Putman's company again joined General Herkimer 

at Fort Dayton and began a march to defend Fort Stanwix (Fort Schuyler).   

They arrived at Oriskany, which is near Fort Stanwix, on the evening of August 5, 

1777.   

The following day under Lieutenant Colonel Marinus Willet, Richard Putman's 

company took part in a failed sortie against the British and Indians.   

After an ambush and skirmish with the Indians, his company left cover to gather 

up the wounded.   
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At that time, an Indian fatally shot Captain John Davis, patriot.   

Richard returned fire at the Indian who tumble from the shot.   

Richard Putman then went over to him, found that he was dead, and took the 

Indian's compass, which he held the rest of this life.   

In September 1777, the Continental Army appointed Richard to be an ensign in 

Captain Abraham Veeder's Company in the Third Regiment.   

Under Capt. Veeder, Richard L. Putman served in the exhibition against British 

General Burgoyne and fought at the Battle of Saratoga that lasted six weeks 

and ended in October 1777.    

In 1778, under Captain Veeder, he was in Stone Arabia ten days, at Sacandaga 

Block House one month, and at Fort Plain and Fort Plank three weeks.    

Nellie Van Brocklyn in her petition for Richard's Revolutionary War Pension said 

she "never knew or heard of her husband staying at home or refusing or 

neglecting to go on duty . . . at any time during the War when the Militia of 

Montgomery Co. was order out on any occasion.   

Richard served in Captain Veeder's Company until the end of the war and 

continued in regular service until 1783. 

He died 14 April 1833 (perhaps 1835) at 89 years of age.   

Nellie received his War pension at $4.00 a month while she was living in 

Johnstown, New York.  

Nellie died at 100 years of age February 20, 1842. 

Both Derrick and Nellie were buried on their Ephrata farm. 

When their farm was sold, descendants removed their remains to the Keck's 

Center Cemetery. 

 Children: 

 1.    Aaron Derrick.  Aaron was born 10 December 1768. 

 2.     Gysbert.  He was born 9 February 1770. 

 3.     Cornelia, or Nellie.  Cornelia was born 3 December 1773 and 

baptized 1 January 1774 at the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Caughnawaga. 

 4.     Garret.  Garret was baptized 5 January 1777 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 
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 5.    Maria.  Maria was baptized 12 October 1779 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 6. Lewis.  He was born 29 April 1783 and baptized 24 March 1783 

at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 7.     John Derrick.  John was born 19 January 1786 and baptized 6 

March 1786 at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 8.  Peter Derrick.  Peter was born 1 April 1789. 

 9.  Syme.  Simon was born 15 March 1792 and died 18 March 

1792. 

 10.  Syme.  Simon was born 28 July 1795 and baptized 9 August 

1795 at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

  

Margaret (Lodewick, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Margaret L. Putman was a twin and was baptized 29 August 1754 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Albany.   

Her sponsors like her twin sister Elisabeth Putman were Hans and Barbara Kitts.     

Margaret married Amasa Stevens in 1776.    

While living in Mayfield, in the spring of 1778, Amasa Stephens enlisted as a 

Corporal in Captain John Little's Company in Colonel Frederick Visscher’s Third 

New York Regiment. 

Later in the spring of 1779, Amasa enlisted again in Captain Little's Company at 

which date he was stationed at Fort Johnstown.   

Indians and Loyalists under the command of Colonel John Johnson May 22, 

1780, attacked the Stevens House during a raid on the Mohawk Valley.   

After breaking the door down, the Indians headed to the bed of Amasa Stevens 

where they dragged Amasa from the bed and took him outside. 

On reaching the outside, they tomahawked and scalped Amasa suspending 

him on the nearby fence.   

Then, they plundered the house without harming Margaret Putman his wife or 

her children.   
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When the Rangers and their Indian allies were gone, Margaret looked for 

Amasa.  She discovered him on the nearby fence.   

She took him down, carried his body to the house, grabbed her two children, 

and then headed to Fort Johnstown.   

After arriving at Fort Johnstown a few hours later, Margaret located her mother, 

Elizabeth Suitz Putman and learned that her father, Lodewick Arentse Putman, 

and her brother Arent Putman had also been killed by the forces of Sir John 

Johnson. 

 Children: 

 1. Lodewyck.  He was born 24 July 177 and baptized 4 

September 1777 with sponsors John and Sarah Putman.   

 2. Clarissa. 

  

Elizabeth (Lodewick, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Elizabeth Lodewick Putman, a twin sister to Margaret Putman, was baptized at 

the Dutch Reformed Church of Albany August 29, 1754.   

Her sponsors like her twin Margaret Putman were Hans and Barbara Kitts.    

Elizabeth likely married Aldoph Walrath March 21, 1770, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Stone Arabia.   

Adolph was it appears the son of Johann Adolph Walrath and Amelia Suitz and 

was baptized May 20, 1752. 

However, it also is possible that Adolph was the son of Jacob Walrath and 

Magdalena Fox. 

The List of sufferers in Canajoharie District April 13, 1779, shows that Adolph 

Walrath's House was destroyed during the American Revolution at that time.     

At that time, Elizabeth Putman and Adolph Walrath had four members in the 

family.20 

 Children: 

 

 

20 The Public Papers of George Clinton. 
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1. Jacob.  Jacob was baptized May 11, 1771, at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Stone Arabia. Sponsors were Jacob 

Walrath and his wife [who were possibly the grandparents]. 

2. Unknown. 

  

Hannah (Lodewick, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Hannah Lodewickse Putman was likely the Ann Margaret who was born on 

January 27, 1765 and was baptized February 3, 1765, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Caughnawaga.   

Hannah’s sponsor was Margaret the wife of Franz Ruppert.    

Hannah married Jacob Shew 10 March 1787 at the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Caughnawaga. 

The Shew family lived northwest of Hales Mill in Fonda’s Bush, near Kenney 

Creek, which was where Hannah L. Putman’s uncle Johannes A. Putman also 

lived.    

Jacob Shew was born on April 15, 1763.  He was the son of the German 

immigrants Godfrey Shew, Esq. and Catherine Frey.       

Godfrey Shew was a close friend of Sir William Johnson who died before the 

Revolutionary War.    

Hannah and Jacob had children baptized at the Broadalbin Presbyterian 

Church. 

 Children: 

 1.    Catrina.  She was baptized May 14, 1794. 

 

Arent (Lodewick, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Arent Lewis [or Lodewick] Potman, later Putman, was baptized July 10, 1751.     

During the American Revolution, British and their Indian allies killed Arent May 22, 

1780, along with his father Lodewick A. Putman at his father's farm above Fonda, 

NY.    
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Both Arent L. Putman and his father, Lodewick, were buried in a single coffin on 

the farm of Elizabeth Suitz & Lodewick Putman.     

Arent L. Putman may not have had children.  He may have been single. 

Arent Putnam's name was a rally call within the Albany Co. Militia where he had 

served under Capt. Thomas Banker. 

  

Johannes (Lodewick, Arent, Johannes) 

 

John Lodewick Putman was born in 1759 in Johnstown, New York, and married 

Lucy in 1786.    

All their children were born near Johnstown.    

John L. Putman died November 25, 1811, in Johnstown, and was buried in the 

Johnstown Colonial Cemetery.   

John left a will dated September 22, 1811, that was proved December 23, 1811.    

Lucy died in Johnstown on February 13, 1825 at the age of 63 years. 

 Children: 

 1.     Lodewick.  He was born in 1787, a twin. 

 2.     Elizabeth.  She was born in 1787, a twin. 

 3.     Ebenezer G.  He was born 11 August 1788. 

 4.     Hannah or Annatje.  She was born 20 July 1789. 

 5.     Sally.  She was born about 1793. 

 6.     John G.  He was born 25 December 1794. 

 7.     Peter J.  He was born 11 December 1799. 

 

Arent (David, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Arent Davidse Potman, the eldest son of David Potman and Elizabeth Lehr, was 

born about 1745. 
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Arent married Delia, or Delilah, Fox November 26, 1767, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Stone Arabia Church.    

Delilah Fox's last name also has been recorded variously as Foy and even as Fisk.    

De Witt Putman in an 1895 letter to Jacob Putnam of Clayton, New York, 

described this family: 

I understand that the father of Philip was Christopher C. [in fact Arent 

Potman], and he married Delarci Fox near St. Johnsville, NY.  His children 

were Philip, John, Christopher, a daughter who married a Weaver, and a 

daughter who married John Klock . . ..21 

Some of the above information is inaccurate; however, a picture can be 

constructed of the family:   

Delarci Fox was Delilah Fox.   

Delia Fox married Arent Davidse Putman.   

Delia was the daughter of Johann Christopher Fox and Catherine Bellinger who 

was the daughter of Johann Bellinger and Anna Marie Kuhn.   

Johann Bellinger above had a son named Philip who was the father-in-law of 

both Elizabeth Davidse Putman and Catherine Davidse Putman. 

The names Christopher and Philip were common to the Johann Christopher Fox 

family. 

Arent Potman and Delia Fox likewise had sons named Philip and Christopher. 

In early Germany, the son's first names were often the same or used by all the 

sons and was a christening name. 

The son's middle names were their given name.    

Therefore, Johann Christopher Fox would be known also as Christopher Fox. 

Arent Potman and Delilah Fox lived in the Town of Root, Montgomery Co., NY, 

likely northeast of Currytown on Washenthaw Creek.    

Their neighbors were Arent Potman younger brothers Victor Davidse Potman, 

Lewis Davidse Potman, and Frederick [Davidse] Putman. 

 Children: 

 

 

21 De Witt Putman in an 1895 letter to Jacob Putnam of Clayton, New York. 
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 1.     Christopher.  He was born circa 1772 and was named for 

Johann Christopher Fox his grandfather. 

 2.     John.  He was born circa 1774. 

 3.    Philip.  He was born 17 June 1779 and named for his uncle 

Philip Bellinger or a great-grandfather. 

 4.     Anna.  Anna was baptized 22 August 1783 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 5.     Maritje.  Mary was baptized 11 July 1785 at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Caughnawaga at the age of 3 weeks. 

  

Victor (David, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Victor Davidse Putman was born May 22, 1747, and married Maria Schultz.   

Maria Schultz & Victor Putman attended the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Caughnawaga where their children were baptized.    

Victor Davidse Potman and Maria Schultz are confused with Victor Arentse 

Putman and Margaret Schultz.  

The Victor Arentse Putman family is distinguished by the fact that it attended the 

Lutheran Church of Stone Rabia, and their children were baptized in the 

Lutheran Church.   

Victor Davidse Putman and Maria Schultz lived in Root, Montgomery Co., near 

Victor's brothers Arent David Potman, Lodewick David Potman, David Davidse 

Potman, and Frederick Putman. 

The family lived on the south side of the Mohawk River below Caughnawaga, or 

what is today Fonda, NY. 

 Children: 

 1.     David V.  He was born 1 March 1783 and baptized 14 April 

1783 at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga, Fonda, 

New York. It is this David who likely married Dorothy Hainer and lived 

in Wainfleet, Ontario, Canada. 

 2.      Lewis or Lodewick V.  He was baptized 6 June 1785 at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 
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 3.      Poss. Abraham V.  Abraham was born about 1785 in 

"Canajoharie," Montgomery Co., New York. 

 4.     Poss. Elizabeth.  She was born about 1790. 

 5.     Philip V.  He was born November 20, 1791. 

 6.     Barnet.  Barnet was baptized 1798 at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Caughnawaga, Fonda, New York. 

 7.     Maryte.  Mary was baptized December 30, 1800, at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Caughnawaga, Fonda, New York. 

  

Catherine (David, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Catherine David Putman was born about 1748 in the Mohawk Valley and was 

likely a daughter of David Arent Potman and Elizabeth Frederickse Lehr.   

Catherine Potman likely married Frederick Bellinger October 28, 1766, at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia. 

Frederick Bellinger served under Colonel Jacob Klock and was killed in the Battle 

of Sharon, NY,  which began July 9, 1781—Frederick died July 12, 1781. 

Catherine D. Potman after Frederick Bellinger’s death likely married Peter 

Bellinger.   

Peter Bellinger was born in 1749 the son of Philip Bellinger and was the cousin of 

Frederick Bellinger. 

During the 1763 Census, the patriarch of the Bellinger family Philip Bellinger was 

listed near Frederick Leer in the District of Falls, German Flats, NY. 

Frederick Leer was Catherine Potman’s grandfather and the patriarch of the 

Leer family. 

Catherine Potman and Peter Bellinger lived in Randall, New York, just north of 

Currytown, NY. 

They were listed near David Putman in the 1790 New York Census. 

Catherine D. Potman's sister Elizabeth D. Potman married Peter Bellinger who 

was the brother John Jost Bellinger. 

 Children of Frederick Bellinger: 
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 1.     Jacob.  He was born in 1770. 

 2.     John.  He was born January 10, 1775. 

 3.     Elizabeth.  She was born in 1776. 

 Children, by Peter Bellinger: 

 1.     Peter.  Peter was born April 15, 1786, and baptized April 21, 

1786, at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga.  His 

sponsors were Peter and Catrina Yates. 

  

 Frederick (David, Arent, Johannes) 
 

Frederick [Davidse] Potman, Bottman, or Putman was born about 1750.   

He first appears on records when he became a member of the Stone Arabia 

Church November 2, 1766, which was during his first communion.   

Frederick was then a resident of Mohawk, which then was on the south side of 

the Mohawk River and included Currytown, NY.    

Frederick would have been named for his grandfather Frederick Leher, or Leer.  

Frederick became a member of the Stone Arabia Church at the same time his 

brother Arendt Pottmann was baptized.    

Frederick Putman and Catharina Lewis were baptismal sponsors for Catharina 

Ekker on April 2, 1769, at the German Reformed Church at Stone Arabia, NY. 

Frederick Potman married Catrina Pennel on August 20, 1770, at the [Dutch 

Reformed] Church of Stone Arabia.   

They would live in the Town of Root, Montgomery Co., NY, near Washenthaw 

Creek in near Arent Davidse Potman, Lodewick Davidse Potman, and Victor 

Davidse Potman. 

They all may have inherited land from their father David Potman.  

The German word "pennal" means pen case and grammar school.  

Frederick Putman served in the American Revolution in the New York Line under 

Colonel Frederick Fisher.   
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He enlisted from the District of Mohawk and served as a private in the Captain 

De Grass' Company as did Adam, Cornelius, David, George, Jacobus, Lewis, 

and Victor Putman.   

  The following sheds light on who Frederick's parents were and where they all 

lived: 

On the forenoon of October 24, 1781, a scout sent from Fort Plain by 

Colonel [Marenius] Willett separated at the old Keyes place in Sharon [NY] 

all returning to that post except Jacob Tanner and Frederick Olman, who 

set out for Currytown--Tanner to visit his family.  Near Argusville, they fell in 

with 700 British and Indians under Major Ross and Butler.  They fled and 

escaped to the Frederick Putnam place where was being held the funeral 

of Mrs.  Putnam, her husband having been previously killed.  The funeral 

broke up at the news of the enemy's approach.22 

In 1781, Frederick filed a claim with the State of New York for damages done to 

his property by the enemy during the Revolution.  Also, filing claims at that time 

were David and David Putman, Jr.   

Frederick's name often shows with the descendants of David Potman and 

Elizabeth Leher.   

The German word word "lehr" means to lecture, but it may be connected with 

French "lier" meaning to lace.  

On 2 October 1792, Frederick Putman of Canajoharie, a yeoman, purchased 

from Lewis Morris, Westchester Co., New York, 224 and 3/4 arcres in Lot No. 1, or 

A, of the Cadwallader Colden and Others Patent.  The tract was located at 

Anthony's Nose south of the Mohawk River. Frederick paid Morris 300 pounds 

New York currency. 

Frederick and Catherine Putman were mentioned as parents of John Cairncross 

in John's will dated 1821. 

 Children: 

 1.    Philip.  Philip was born 16 May 1772 and baptized June 1772 

at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 

 

22 "The Cromwell and Lewis Families of the Mohawk Valley", New York Genealogical and Biorgraphical Record, 1910. 
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 2.     Johannes.  Johannes was born 19 November 1776 and 

baptized 16 May 1779, at the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Caughnawaga. 

 3.     Frederick Jr.  He was born in 1781, or 1774. 

 4.     Aaron.  Aaron was born 19 November 1782 and baptized 4 

January 1783 at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 5.     Eva.  Eva was baptized May 1785 at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Caughnawaga. 

 6.     Poss. Margaret. 

  

David (David, Arent, Johannes) 

David Davidse Putman, or Bottmann, was the son of David Potman and 

Elizabeth Lehr or Leer. 

David D. Putman was baptized February 25, 1751, at the [Dutch Reformed] 

Church of Stone Arabia.   

David Bottmann’s sponsors were Peter Lewis and Hellena Lehr.    

David Potman married Catherine Ledder July 24, 1774, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Caughnawaga.   

She was born about 1757 the daughter of John Leder. 

In German, the word "leder" means leather.   

David Davidse Putman may have lived near Currytown, NY.  

About 1800, David and Catherine removed to Herkimer Co., NY. 

David died there on August 14, 1824.    

Catherine died April 26, 1827, also in Herkimer Co., NY. 

 Children: 

 1.     David.  David was baptized May 18, 1775, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Stone Arabia.  Her sponsor was Elizabeth Potman. 

 2.     Elizabeth.  She was baptized December 22, 1776, at the Lutheran 

Church of Stone Arabia and January 26, 1777, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Caughnawaga.   
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 3.     John.  He was baptized March 24, 1779, at the Lutheran Church of 

Stone Arabia. 

 4.     Catherine.  Catherine was baptized March 31, 1782, at the Lutheran 

Church of Stone Arabia and April 2, 1782, at the Dutch Reformed Church 

of German Flats, NY. 

 5.     Maria.  Maria was baptized July 3, 1784, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of German Flats. 

 6.     Anna.  Anna Bottmann was baptized June 24, 1787, at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of German Flats, NY. 

 

Lodewick (David, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Lodewick Davidse Potman was baptized December 19, 1752, at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Stone Arabia, NY.   

Lodewick was known in English as Lewis.   

He married Margaret Hollenbeck and lived in the Town of Root, Montgomery 

Co., NY, near Currytown, NY.    

Lewis' brothers Arent Davidse Putman., Victor Davidse Putman., and Frederick 

[Davidse] Putman were neighbors and lived near Washenthaw Creek. 

Lewis served in the American Revolution in the New York Line in the Third 

Regiment commanded by Col. Frederick Fisher.23 

    Children: 

 1.     Johannes L.  Johannes was born 28 July 1783 and baptized at 

the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 2.     David.  He was born 21 February 1785 and baptized at the 

Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 3.     Catherina.  She was born 29 June 1791.  Baptized 28 July 1791 

at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 

 

23 New York in the Revolution. 
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 4.     Batche [Jacobus].  Batche Putman, who was born on 

February 10, 1795, and was baptized at the Lutheran Trinity Church 

of Stone Arabia, was likely Jacobus, or James, Putman.  Jacobus in 

English is James. 

  

Elizabeth (David, Arent, Johannes) 

 

Elizabeth Davidse Potman was born about 1755 and was likely a daughter of 

David Arentse Potman and Elizabeth Leher.    

About 1776, Elizabeth married John Jost Bellinger who was born about 1751 the 

son of Philip Bellinger.    

Elizabeth Putman and John Bellinger lived in Randal, New York, just north of 

Currytown where the descendants of Elizabeth Leher & David Potman lived. 

On 16 June 1775, Elizabeth Potman was the sponsor for David the son of [her 

brother] David Potman and Catrina Lederin. 

Later Jurry, or George, Putman was also a sponsor for a child of Elizabeth 

Potman. 

    Children: 

 1.     Frederick.  Frederick was born on November 8, 1777 and was 

baptized at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga. 

 2.     Johannes.  Johannes was a twin born September 13, 1781. 

 3.     David.  David was a twin born September 13, 1781. 

 4.     Peter Jost.  He was born about 1780. 

  

George (David, Arent, Johannes) 

 

George Davidse Putman was born about 1757.   

Originally, his name was Jury, the German equivalent of the English given name 

George. 

He later used the name George.    
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George was admitted to the Stone Arabia Church September 17, 1774, at the 

same time as David Putman Jr. and Lodewick Putman. 

George Potman served in the Revolution in the Third New York Regiment 

commanded by Colonel Frederick Fisher.24 

George married Meritje, or Mary, Ferguson May 23, 1779, at the Dutch Reformed 

Church of Caughnawaga.    

She was also known as Polly. 

Mary Ferguson at the time of her marriage to George Putman at the Dutch 

Reformed Church of Caughnawaga had her surname shown as "Forks."    

Mary Ferguson was born about 1758. 

By 1790, George and Mary removed to Otego, Otsego Co., NY. 

It was there that many of their children were born.   

By 1810, they were in the Town of Sardinia, Erie Co., NY. 

George died March 14, 1829, at the age of 72 years. 

He was buried at the Sardinia Cemetery.    

Mary Ferguson died April 28, 1848, at the age of 89 years. 

She was also buried at the Sardinia Cemetery. 

 Children: 

 1.     Murcy.  Murcy was born 1778 and baptized May 10, 1780, at 

the Dutch Reformed Church of Stone Arabia, NY. 

 2.     William.  He was born in 1781 in Montgomery Co., NY. 

 3.     David.  David was born about 1784 in Otego and baptized in 

May 1785 at the Dutch Reformed Church of Caughnawaga, Fonda, 

NY. 

 4.     Robert.  Robert was born about 1800 in NY. 

 5.     Sarah. 

 6.     George Jr. 

 

 

24 New York in the Revolution. 
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 7.     Almy. 

 8.     Mary, or Polly. 

 9.     Poss. Lewis. 

 10.     Poss. Rebecca. 

 11.    Poss. Edson.  He was listed in 1820 NY Census in Concord, NY. 


