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The Kinnan Family in America 
 

Introduction 
 
The following is an important description of the Kinnan family of early New 
Jersey. 
 
I started to put it together while researching the possible descendants and 
ancestors of John Kinnan/Canaan who was born about 1727 in New Jersey and 
died about 1784 in Wantage, New Jersey:   
 
John likely married Martha Morrison. 
  
Many of the early families of New Jersey named their children for earlier 
ancestors and their descendants are easier to following when considering this 
naming pattern.   
 
For example, if you follow the Kinnan families who had daughters who were 
named Eleanor and sons named Thomas, you will likely be following the 
descendants of Thomas Kinnan and his wife Eleanor. 
 
Thomas was a Scottish immigrant to Perth Amboy, New Jersey, in 1683. 
 
¢ƘƻƳŀǎ YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ brother was reported to be Patrick Kinnan or Canaan. 
 
The parents of John Kinnan of Wantage seem to have been Thomas Kinnan and 
his wife Eleanor.   
 
They originally lived in the Tenant Neighborhood of Monmouth Co., New Jersey. 
  
The descendants of John Kinnan [1727-1784] and his wife Martha used the given 
names Martha, John, Isaac, Joseph, Sarah, and Eleanor. 
 
Sarah Kinnan the John and Martha Kinnan who married Peter Potman or Putman 
about 1784 in Wantage, New Jersey, at the Beemer Meeting House.   
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They were married by Jabez Colver a Presbyterian Minister. 
¢ƘŜ YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎbyterian Church. 
 
It is my educated guess that Sarah had a brother John who married a sister of 
Peter Putman.   
 
 John Kinnan ƭƛƪŜƭȅ {ŀǊŀƘ YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 1757.   
 
He died about 1808 in Sandyston, Sussex Co., New Jersey.   
 
This John Kinnan, II, likely married a Catherine Victorse Potman who seems to 
have been a sister of Peter Potman.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ in Sandyston, Sussex Co., NJ, was Victor 
Rutman whose name was likely miss-transcribed and was likely Victor Putman.   
 
Victor Putman was likely a son of  Peter and Sarah Kinnan Potman. 
 
Peter Putman [1760-1835] and Sarah Kinnan named first child ±ƛŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
father, their second child WƻƘƴ ŦƻǊ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ third 5ŀǾƛŘ ŦƻǊ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
grandfather, fourth Isaac for ŀ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ YƛƴƴŀƴǎΩ ǿƛŦŜ Martha, and fifth 
Peter perhaps fƻǊ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ father.  
 
It appears all the children of John Kinnan, I, [1727-1784] and his wife Martha were 
born near Morristown, Morris Co., New Jersey, and were married in Wantage, 
Sussex Co., New Jersey. 
 
John Kinnan and his family likely removed from Morristown, NJ, to Wantage after 
1774, which was the year a census was taken in Morristown, NJ, in which John 
was absent and before 1784 when Sarah Kinnan married Peter Potman in 
Wantage, NJ. 
 
All of John and Martha KinnanΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ Wantage between 
1780 and 1790. 
 
 Their daughter Martha married Eleazer Atherton.   
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The following few pages comes from the information found on the Internet on 
the Mac Kinnon family. 
 
It is likely that the Kinnan family of early New Jersey was descended from the Mac 
YƛƴƴƻƴΩǎ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƘƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΥ 
 

¢ƘŜ aŀŎ YƛƴƴƻƴΩǎ 

 

Myths and Legends 

 

According to legend the castle of Dunakin [today known as Caisteal Maol], near 

Kyleakin, was built by a Norwegian Princess known as Saucy Mary who married 

Findanus the claimed ancestor of the Clan Mackinnon. 

 

The princess collected the tolls of ships sailing through the narrows between the 

castle and the mainland, though Norse ships were exempt from her toll. 

 

To ensure that her taxes were paid, a chain was stretched across the Kyle.   

 

On her death she was buried beneath a cairn on Beninn na Caillich (the mountain 

of the old woman). 

 

The clan are supposed to have defeated the Vikings at Goir a' Bhlair on the 

eastern slopes of Beinn na Cailleach above Broadford.   

 

Origin of the name 

 

The surname Mackinnon is an Anglicization of the Gaelic Mac Fhionghuin, which is 

a patronymic form of the Gaelic personal name meaning "fair born" or "fair son". 

 

This personal name appears in the Book of Deer, in the genitive form as Finguni. 
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In the Annals of lthe Four Masters, a Fínghin, described as "anchorite and Bishop 

of Iona", is recorded as dying in 966. 

 

Middle Irish forms of the name are Finghin and Finnguine while the Modern Irish 

is Findgaine. 

 

These names are thought to derive from the prehistoric Gaelic Vindo-gonio-s that 

is translation as "fair-born". 

 

The Anglicised Mackinnon can also derive from the Gaelic Mac Ionmhuinn a 

similar patronymic name meaning "son of the beloved one". 

 

In consequence some "Mac Kinvens" have Anglicised their name to Love or Low 

although fewer people with these surnames actually derive their name this way, 

and most have no connection with the Mac Kinnons.  
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Wars of Scottish Independence 

 

According to the Collins Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia, the Mac Kinnons 

gave shelter to Robert the Bruce when he was a fugitive escaping to Carrick. 

 

After Bruce's victory at the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314, the Mac Kinnons were 

rewarded with land on the Isle of Skye. 

 

The Mac Kinnon chiefs then lived at Dunringall Castle and were styled "of 

Strathardale". 

 

Origins of the clan 

 

Little is known of the early history of the clan. 

 

The 19th-century historian William Forbes Skene gave the clan a descent linked to 

*** the clans of Siol Alpin.  

 

He claimed that the Finguine who appears in the MS 1450 was the brother of the 

Anrias of whom the Clan Gregor claim descent from in about 1130. 

 

Because of the clan's early association with the Lords of the Isles there is no trace 

of early history of the Mackinnons as an independent clan.  

 

On the forfeiture of the last Lord of the Isles in the 1490s, the clan at last gained 

some independence though the Clan Mac Kinnon was always a minor clan and 

never gained any great power. 

 

According to Skene, the MS 1450 proved that Clan Mackinnon was a branch of 

Clan Gregor. 

 

Skene maintained that the Finguine listed was the brother of Anrias in the Clan 

Gregor genealogy. 
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The genealogy within the manuscript is as follows:  Niall, son of Colum, son of 

Gillabrigde, son of Eogan, son of Gillabrigde, son of Saineagain, son of Finlaeie, 

son of Finguine from whom sprung clan Finguin, son of Cormac, son of Airbertaig, 

son of Muircheach, son of Fearchair oig. 

 

According to the historian Donald Gregory, the first authentic record of the clan is 

found in an indenture between John of Islay, Lord of the Isles and the Lord of Lorn 

in 1354. 

 

In the indenture, Lorn agreed to hand over the Isle of Mull and other lands, if the 

castle of Cairn na Burgh located on Cairn na Burgh Mor in the Treshnish Isles was 

not delivered into the keeping of any of Clan Finnon. 

 

Sometime after the death of John of Islay, Lord of the Isles, in 1386, John Mor, the 

younger son of John of Islay), rebelled against his elder brother Domhnall in an 

attempt to take the Lordship of the Isles for himself. 

 

According to a manuscript relating the history of the Mac Donalds written in the 

17th century, it was Finnon, known as the Green Abbot, and a subtle and wicked 

councillor, who persuaded John Mór to revolt against his brother. 

 

It further states that the eloquent Green Abbot then persuaded the Mac Leans 

and Mac Leods of Harris to aid in John Mór's revolt and acquire islands for 

themselves. 

 

Though assisted by his allies, John Mor was defeated and by 1395 had fled to 

Ireland.  

 

John Mór was later pardoned by his brother, though the Mac Donald history 

states that the Green Abbot's kinsman, the Mac Kinnon chief, was hanged for his 

part. 

 

The Green Abbot himself, was spared only because he was a churchman, and he 

spent the rest of his life on the Isle of Iona.  
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The earliest record of the Mac Kinnons is that of Lachlan Mak Fingane who 

witnessed a charter by Donald de Ile, dominus Insularum, to Hector Mac Gilleone, 

dominus de Doward, on 1 November 1409. 

 

Later in 146, Lachlann M' Fynwyn de Myschenys witnessed a charter by the Lord 

of the Isles.  

 

According to the 17th century Mac Donald manuscript in a description of the Lord 

of the Isles' Council of the Isles, άaŀŎ Cƛƴƴƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

measures adjusted". 

 

TheMac Finnon ŎƘƛŜŦϥǎ ŎǊŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƻŀǊΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŜǊŀǎŜŘΣ ŀǊƎŜƴǘΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 

mouth a deer's shank bone, proper. 

 

A Mac Kinnon legend that is supposed to explain the chief's crest is that a Mac 

Kinnon who was hunting on the shores of Loch Scavaig in Skye after becoming 

separated from his hunting party, spent the night in a cave for shelter.  

 

While preparing some venison which he was about to cook over an open fire, he 

was attacked by a wild boar which charged into the cave.  

 

Mac Kinnon then drove the butchered deer's leg into the mouth of the boar, 

jamming it open, before killing the wild animal. 

 

Abbacy of Iona 

 

The early clan seems to have had a close connection with the abbacy on the small 

Island of Iona.   

 

The abbacy of Iona was first founded in 563 by Saint Columba, and many 

following abbots were selected from his kindred. 

 

 Cenel Conaill descendant of Conall Gulban was Columba's great-grandfather and 

the founder of Tir Conaill.   
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Moncreiffe speculated that the Mac Kinnons were also of this kindred and noted 

their Coat of Arms bore the hand of the saint holding the Cross. 

 

Several Mac Kinnons were Benedictine Abbots of Iona and were leaders of the 

Benedictine monastic community on the Island of Iona.  

 

Finghuine Mac Fhionghain (Fl. 1357ς1405) and Eoin Mac Fhionghain [John Mac 

Kinnon, son of Lachlan Mac Kinnon] [1467ς1498] was the last Benedictine Abbot 

of Iona.  

 

His tomb lies in Iona to this day, along with the shaft of a Celtic cross, known 

today as Mac Kinnon's Cross that was dedicated in 1489 to himself and his father 

(Lauchlan. 

 

The inscription was the following: "Hec Fingone: et: eivs: filii: Johannis: X: abbatis 

de Hy: facta: anno: Domini: mcccclxxxix". 
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16th and 17th centuries 

 

The Mac Kinnons regularly feuded with the Clan MacLean.   

 

However after the forfeiture of the Lordship of the Isles the Mac Kinnons tended 

to follow the Mac Leans of Duart though occasionally the clan sided with the Mac 

Donalds of Skye, in the Mac Donald's battles with the Mac Leods.   

 

The name of the chief of the clan in 1493 is unknown though in 1515 the chief 

was Neil Mac Kinnon of Mishnish. 

 

Two years later, in 1517, Neil and several others described as "kin, men, servants 

and partakers" of Lauchlan Mac Lean of Duart were included in a remission which 

was obtained for their part in the rebellion of Sir Donald Mac Donald of Lochalsh. 
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In 1545 Ewen, the chief of the clan, was one of the barons and council of the Isles 

who swore allegiance to the King of England, at Knockfergus in Ireland. 

 

Donald Munro, High Dean of the Isles, in his A Description of the Western Isles of 

Scotland Called Hybrides, in 1549, described the Mac Kinnon controlled lands at 

that time.  

 

On Skye were the lands of "Straytsnardill" (Strathairdle of which later Mac Kinnon 

chiefs were designated), "the castill of Dunnakyne pertaining to Mac Kynnoun, 

and the castill Dunringill pertaining to the said Mac Kynnoun". 

 

Munro also described the neighboring island of Pabay, "At the shore of Sky 

foresaid, lyes ane iyle callit Pabay, neyre ane myle in lenthe, full of woodes, guid 

for fishing, and a main shelter for thieves and cut-throats. It perteins to 

aΩYȅƴƴƻǳƴϦΦ 

 

Of the island of Mull, Monro stated, "This iyle pertains pairtly to aΩDƛƭƭƭŀȅƴŜ of 

Doward, pairtly to aΩDƛƭƭŀȅƴŜ ƻŦ [ƻŎƘōƻǿȅΣ ǇŀƛǊǘƭȅ ǘƻ aΩYȅƴƴƻǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛǊǘƭȅ ǘƻ 

the Clan Donald of awld". 

 

In 1579 Fynnoun Mac Kynnoun of Strathardill and his son Lachlane Oig were 

reported to James VI along with Mac Laine of Lochbuie and the Mac Leans by 

John Bishop of the Isles.  

 

The Bishop of the Isles complained to the Scottish King that these men were 

preventing him from receiving the rents of his See. 

 

According to the Mac Lean family tradition sometime after the battle of 

Lochgruinard in 1598, the Mac Leans led by Hector Mac Lean invaded the Mac 

Donald island of Islay accompanied with Mac Leod of Dunvegan, the Cameron of 

Lochiel, Mac Kinnon, and Mac Niel of Barra with their followers. 
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Mac Lean and his men engaged the Mac Donalds at a place called Bern Bige, 

attacked and defeated them, and afterwards ravaged the whole island in revenge 

for the slaughter of the Mac Leans at Lochgruinart". 

 

On 12 July 1606 Lauchlan Mac Kinnon of Strathairdle and Finlay Mac Nab of 

Bowaine entered into a Bond of Friendship and Manrent. 

 

In the bond the two chiefs claimed to come from one house and one lineage and 

promised to lend aid to each other. 

 

The chief of Clan Mac Kinnon signed his name, Lauchland, mise Mac Fingon. 

 

This bond was seen as further proof, by Skene, that the Mac Kinnons were 

descended from Siol Alpin. 

 

Another bond of manrent this time between the Mac Kinnons and Mac Gregors, 

has also been seen as proof of a Siol Alpin descent:  On 1671 in Kilmorie, Lauchlan 

Mac Kinnon of Strahairdle and James Mac Gregor of Mac Gregor entered into the 

bond stating that the two chiefs descended "fra twa breethren of auld descent". 

 

In 1609 the chief of the clan, Lauchlane McKynnoun of that Ilk was one of the 

highland chiefs and leading men who witnessed the Statues of Iona that were 

enacted to bring the Western Isles under the control of the Scottish Government.  

 

An indication of the relative extent of the estates of the three great chiefs of Skye 

at the end of the 17th century is afforded by the amount of rental for each: 

£7,000 for Mac Leod, £6,200 for Mac Donald and £2,400 for Mac Kinnon.  

 

Civil War 

 

During the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, the Mac Kinnons followed the Marque of 

Montrose and took part in the Battle of Inverlochy on 2 February 1645. 

 

The chief of Clan Mac Kinnon, Lauchlan Mac Kinnon, raised a regiment in aid of 

Charles II and was present at the Battle of Worcester. 
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It is said that he was made Knight Banneret at this battle though this is thought 

improbable as such a custom was by then very much obsolete. 

 

(A knight banneret was created by a sovereign on the field of battle and could 

lead vassals under his own banner). 

 

Jacobite uprisings 

 

Although considered a relatively minor clan, the clan Mac Kinnon seems to have 

been of considerable strength. 

 

Clan Mac Kinnon took part in the Jacobite Rising supporting the Stuarts in the 

18th century.  

 

In 1715, 150 Mac KinnonΩs fought with the Mac DonaldΩs of Sleat at the Battle of 

Sherrifmuir.  

 

Because of this, the chief of the clan was forfeited though he eventually received 

a pardon on 4 January 1727. 

 

In the rebellion of 1745, the chief then old and infirm joined the forces of Charles 

Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie) with a battalion of men. 

 

Lord President Duncan Forbes estimated that the Mac Kinnon force of that time 

was about 200 men. 

 

The Mac KinnonΩs fought at the Battle of Culloden, and following the defeat of the 

Jacobites at Culloden Charles Edward Stuart fled to the west coast of Scotland in 

order to flee to France.  

 

Tradition has the Mac Kinnons aiding the prince with the ŎƭŀƴΩǎ chief concealing 

him in a cave and the chief's wife bringing the prince refreshments of cold meat 

and wine.  
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The Mac Kinnon chief was later captured by Government troops and spent a year 

in confinement before being put on trial, with his life at stake, in Tilbury Fort.  

  

Mackinnon was eventually spared his life and pardoned because of his advanced 

age. 

It is said that upon leaving the courtroom the attorney general asked him, "If King 

George were in your power, as you have been in his, what would you do?" 

Mac Kinnon replyed, "I would do to him as he has this day done to me; I would 

send him back to his own country". 

 

Because of the chief's support of the Jacobite rebellion, they lost Strathardle in 

1765 and have since been held landless in their ancient clan lands. 

 

¢ƘŜ YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Covenanters 
 
Before coming to American, the members of our early Kinnan family were said to 
have been Covenanters.   
 
The following excerpt from a webpage on the internet describes this devotion of 
the family: 
 

[Eleazer Atherton] was married to Martha Kennan [Kinnan] in 1790 who 
was of Scotch-Irish decent and a granddaughter of one of the Covenanters. 
 

A Covenanter was a Scottish Presbyterian and part of a movement that played an 
important role in the history of Scotland, and to a lesser extent that of England 
and Ireland, during the 17th century.  
 
Presbyterian denomination traces its history to the Covenanters. 
 
Covenanters derive their name from the covenant sworn by Israel in the Old 
Testament.  
 
There were two important covenants in Scottish history the National Covenant 
and the Solemn League and Covenant. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solemn_League_and_Covenant
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The Covenanters bound themselves to maintain the Presbyterian doctrine and 
policy as the sole form of religion of their country. 
 
Covenanters were people in Scotland who signed the National Covenant in 1638 
that confirm their opposition to the interference by the Stuart kings in the affairs 
of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
 
The Stuart kings believed in the Divine Right of the Royal Monarchy.  
 
Not only did they believe that God wished them to be the infallible rulers of their 
kingdomτthey also believed that they were the spiritual head of the Church of 
Scotland.  
 
This latter belief was not accepted by the Scotts.  
 
They believed that no man, not even a king, could be the spiritual head of a 
church:  only Jesus Christ could be the spiritual head of a Christian church. 
 
The Scotts would have been loyal to the Stuart Kings but for that one sticking 
point. 
 
From 1638 when the Covenant was signed until the Glorious Revolution when 
Prince William of Orange made a bloodless invasion of Great Britain in 1688, a 
great deal of suffering, torture, imprisonment, transportation, and executions 
ensued. 
 
King Charles I introduced the Book of Common Prayer in Scotland in 1637 to the 
fury and resentment of the populace and declared that opposition to the new 
liturgy was treason.  
 
The Covenant came about and was followed by a period of very severe 
repression.  
 
Ministers with Covenant sympathies were expelled from their churches by the 
authorities and had to leave their parishes although many continued to preach at 
conventicles in the open air or in barns and houses that became an offence 
punishable by death.  
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Citizens who did not attend the local churches then in the charge of Episcopalian 
curates could be heavily fined, and such offenders were regarded as rebels who 
could be questioned under torture.  
 
People were asked to take oaths that not only declared loyalty to the king but also 
to accept the King as the head of the church.  
 
Failure to take the oath could result in summary execution by the muskets of the 
dragoons who were scoured the districts looking for rebels. 
 
Persecutions became more frequent and cruel with the Restoration of Charles II in 
1660.  
 
The chief of Clan Mac Kinnon, Lauchlan Mac Kinnon, raised a regiment in aid of 
Charles II and was present at the Battle of Worcester. 
   
LŦ ƻǳǊ Yƛƴƴŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀŎ YƛƴƴƻƴΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ {ƪȅŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
likely did not follow their chief Lauchland Mac Kinnon. 
 
As time went on more and more ordinary folk became involved, and skirmishes 
and battles took place against the government and King Charles II.  
 
In 1678 the Government raised an army of 6,000 Highlanders who were without 
love for Presbyterian lowlanders.  
 
This army swept through western and southern Scotland looting and plundering.  
 
They remained for many years quartering themselves on the impoverished 
Covenanters 
 
Covenanters then started a migration to North America by way of Ireland.  
 
They moved to Ireland for religious, economic, and political reasons throughout 
the Seventeenth century. 
 



Page 19 of 60 
 

Scottish Presbyterians including Covenanters for religious, economic, and political 
reasons soon felt compelled to migrate further onward to America.  
 
In year 1717 preacher William Tennant, founder of Log College, the first 
Presbyterian seminary in North America, came with his family to the Philadelphia 
area.  
 
In North America the Covenanters became members of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church.  
 
They were vocal agitators for independence from Great Britain and volunteered in 
large numbers as patriot soldiers in the Revolutionary War.  
 
The Covenanters were opposed to slavery, and in 1800 the Reformed Church 
voted to outlaw slave-holding among its members. 
 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tennant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Log_College
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άCovenanters in a Glenέ 
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The First Generation 
 
(Peter) 
 
Peter Kinnan or Canaan [perhaps previously known as Mac Kinnon] was the first 
of the family of whom we at this point may surmise. 
 
Peter Kinnan was born about 1640 ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΦ   
 
Peter was the Scottish ancestor of our Kinnan family who arrive in America at 
New Jersey.   
 
According to family tradition, Peter Kinnan was a Scottish Covenanter or 
Presbyterian.  
 
Peter Kinnan married a lady whose name is unknown. 
 
It is believed that Peter Kinnan was the father of Thomas and Patrick [or Peter] 
Kinnan who came to America about 1683. 
 

Children: 
 
1. Thomas was born about 1665. 
2. Patrick was born about 1667. 
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The Second Generation 
 

(Thomas, Peter) 
 
Thomas Kinnan, Canaan, was born about 1665 and immigrated in 1683 to New 
Jersey with his brother Patrick Kinnan.   
 
Thomas Kinnan, Sr., was said to have had a son Thomas Kinnan, Jr., who lived in 
the Tennent Neighborhood, Monmouth Co., New Jersey. 
 
Thomas Kinnan, Sr., may have been the Thomas Kinnan who bought land of 
Samuel Leonard at Deep Brook, Middlesex Co., New Jersey, in 1717.   
 
Thomas Kinnan was also mentioned in the will of his brother Patrick Kinnan: 
 

To Thomas Kinnan [I give] that hundred acres of land which I bought of 
Doctor Johnston which land lay on the south side of the road that goes 
from Middletown to Burlington to him and his heirs.  Also the half of the 
wheat that is in the ground already, also a cow and the two old horses and 
also the use of the farm for one year free. 

 
Children: 

 
1. Thomas Kinnan.   Thomas Kinnan was born about 1695 likely in or near 

Perth Amboy, New Jersey. 
 
(Patrick, Peter) 
 
Patrick Kinnan was born about 1667 and immigrated with his brother Thomas to 
New Jersey in 1683.   
 
Patrick married Margaret whose last name is unknown.   
 
March 3, 1698, at a council of the proprietors held in Perth Amboy with Governor 
Hamilton, Thomas Warne, John Reid, and John Barclay present . . . John Barclay 
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produced before the board his account of the disbursements of quit rents he 
received while he officiated in the office of Receiver General which after perusal, 
was allowed and approved: 
 

On the petition of Patrick Canaan for his head land, he being one of Thomas 
²ŀǊƴŜΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ year 1683, agreed, and ordered 
he have a warrant for the same. 

 
Patrick Canaan lived on Dutch Lane Road in the Montrose Neighborhood, 
Monmouth Co., New Jersey, or on the road from Middletown to Burlington.  
 
Patrick also owned property at Matawan and Mount Pleasant in Monmouth Co., 
New Jersey. 
  
Patrick owned his own farm. 
 
Patrick Kinnan had the following children:  John, Joseph who was a cooper, 
William who was a turner and lived in Upper Freehold, and daughters Anna and 
Margaret and it is believed he also had a son Patrick, Jr., who was not mentioned 
ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  
 
Patrick Canaan or Kinnan as the name was sometimes spelled was a called a 
άǘƘǊƛŦǘȅέ {ŎƻǘΦ 
 
Along with his sons tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ brother Thomas Kinnan was also mentioned 
ƛƴ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ will.  
 
tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ first purchase in Monmouth was from Dr. John Johnston and his wife in 
1701 and consisted of a tract of one hundred acres adjoining Alexander Adam's 
plantation. 
 
Patrick Kinnan left his will dated May 14,1709, in Monmouth Co., New Jersey: 
 

WILL of PATRICK KINNAN of Freehold, Monmouth Co., New Jersey, yeoman: 
 
Being Sick and weak of body, dated May 14, 1709. Proved by oath of 
Timothy Lloyds and Patrick Imlay, witnesses that they saw Alexander 



Page 24 of 60 
 

Napper sign before Richard 
Ingoldesby, Esquire, Lieutenant Governor, Perth Amboy, 31st May, 1709, 
and also by John Hepburn.  
 
I Patrick Kinnan give "my Farm to my three sons John, Joseph, and William 
Kinnan to 
them and their heirs to be equally divided amongst them when they come 
to 
age, but if any of them should die without heirs of their own body before 
they are of age then it shall be divided equally between the survivors and if 
either die that it shall fill to the Survivor.  If they should all die without 
heirs, then it shall fall to my two daughters Anna and Margaret, and if 
either die then to the Survivor, to my two daughters Anna and Margaret 
Kinnan to each fifty pounds lawful money of this Province, but if either die 
then their part shall be equally divided among the rest of my children. 
 
To Thomas Kinnan [I give] that hundred acres of land which I bought of 
Doctor Johnston which land lay on the south side of the road that goes 
from Middletown to Burlington to him and his heirs.  Also the half of the 
wheat that is in the ground already, also a Cow and the two old horses, and 
also the use of the farm for one year free. 
 
All the rest of my goods and chattels to be equally divided among my three 
sons and two daughters, viz., John, Joseph, William, Anna, and Margaret 
Kinnan.  
 
[I] ordain my true and well beloved friends Thomas Boel, John Hepburn, 
and John Brown my full and whole Executors.   
 
PATRICK KINNAN [his mark]  
 
Witnesses:  Timothy Lloyd, Patrick Imlay, [and] Alexander nepier  
 
Oath of Executors:  John Hepburn and John Brown by attest. of John 
Hepburn according to Act of Parliament and the other his Solemn oath 
before Richard Ingoldsby, Perth Amboy, 31 May, 1709. 
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Patrick Kinnan signed his name to his will with a mark.   
 
It appears did not to have had the ability to read or write.  

 
Children:  

 
1. John.   John was born about 1695 and wrote a will that he left in Upper 

Freehold, Monmouth Co., New Jersey. 
2. Joseph.  He was born about 1700 and also lived in Upper Freehold, 

Monmouth Co., New Jersey.  Joseph married Anne.  He Died about 
March 7, 1784.  

3. Anne. 
4. Margaret. 
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The Third Generation 
 

(Thomas, Thomas, Peter) 
 
Thomas Kinnan, Canaan, was born about 1695.   
 
He likely attended the Presbyterian Church in the Tennent Neighborhood, 
Monmouth Co., New Jersey. 
 
Thomas Kinnan married Eleanor who was a Communicant at the Tenant Church, 
Monmouth Co., New Jersey, in 1735.  
 
The Tenant Church was likely the closest Presbyterian Church, but Thomas Kinnan 
may not have lived in the immediate area. 
 
Thomas Kinnan, Sr., may have been the Thomas Kinnan who bought land of 
Samuel Leonard at Deep Brook, Middlesex Co., New Jersey, in 1717, and Thomas 
Kinnan, Jr., may have been born there. 
 
The Potman now known as the Putman family once lived in what was once called 
Chingaroras, New Jersey, which is just northwest of Middletown.   
 
Perhaps, the Potman family lived on the south side of Chingaroras while the 
YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜd just northwest of Middleton. 
 
Both families possibly lived on the road to from Middletown to South Perth 
Amboy, NJ. 
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1709 Map of New Jersey that shows Chingaroras and Middletown 
 

 
Thomas Kinnan, Jr., and his family may have become residents of Middletown, 
New Jersey. 
 
Two sons of Thomas Kinnan, Thomas III and William, married two daughters of 
Thomas Luffborrow who was an early resident of Middletown, New Jersey.  
 
¢ƘŜ [ƻƻŦōƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƛƭƭers and carpenters. 
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The 1795 Map of New Jersey that shows the road from Middletown to South 
Perth Amboy 

 
 
Thomas II may have been also the Thomas Canen who was on the 1752 Tax List of 
Morris [Morristown], Morris Co., New Jersey. 
 
The descendants of Thomas and Eleanor Kinnan were the only YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ ƻŦ NJ who 
used the first names Thomas and Eleanor. 
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Children: 

 
1. Thomas Kinnan.  He was born about 1722 perhaps near Deep Brook, 

Middlesex Co., New Jersey.  
2. William.  He was born about 1725 likely in Middlesex Co., New Jersey. 
3. Joseph Kinnan.  Joseph was born about 1728 perhaps at Deep Brook, 

Middlesex Co., New Jersey. 
4.  John Kinnan.  John was likely born about 1732 at Deep Brook, 

Middlesex Co., New Jersey.   
5. Eleanor Kinnan.  She was baptized August 29, 1736 at the 

Tenant Church, Monmouth Co., New Jersey. 
 
(John, Patrick, Peter) 
 
John Kinnan was born about 1695. 
 
The following narrative may or may not describe this John Kinnan: 
 

Historical Miscellany says that a circuit rider "January 1737, 26th . . . went 
ǳƴǘƻ tŜǘŜǊ .ƻǿƴŜΩǎ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ƻǿƴŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ {ŜŀōǊƻƻƪΤ ώǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜϐ 
married Deliverance Holmes [to Peter] sister of Jonathan, it being very 
sloppy melting snow riding and tarried there.  27th, the weather altered to 
be very cold.  Brother and I went to William Logen's and tarried awhile.  
Timothy Lloyd Jr. and P. Bowne shot at a mark with a single ball about 50 or 
60 yards.  Lloyd missed.  Bowne shot the ball half through ye inch board 
close to the mark and won a bottle of rum.  Several came in.  John Bennet 
and others with us drank the rum. 28thΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀǘ tŜǘŜǊ .ƻǿƴŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ 
ǳƴǘƻ WΦ wŜƛŘΩǎ ώ{Ŏƻǘϐ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ .ƻǿƴŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ aŎ/ƻȅ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƴƪ 
cider it being very icy walking and rainy weather.  I heard of a fashion that 
was in their parts to whip the women. John MacConnen whipped his wife in 
4 or 5 days 20 times. John Tysson, William Terry, and William Rogers were 
not so apt to whip their wives although they did sometimes. 

 
John wrote a will that he left in Upper Freehold, Monmouth Co., New Jersey. 
 

Children: 
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1. John Kinnan. He was born about 1720 and died in Middlesex Co., NJ, 

after 1777. 
2. Anne Kinnan.  She was born about 1730 in Upper Freehold, Monmouth 

Co., NJ. 
3. Lucy Kinnan.  She was born about 1735 and married George Doan 

October 27, 1756. 
 
(Joseph, Patrick, Peter) 
 
Born and died.   
 
Much more information is available! 
 
(William, Patrick, Peter) 
 
William Kinnan was born about 1705 and lived in Upper Freehold, Monmouth Co., 
NJ.   
 
He married an Elizabeth. 
 

Children: 
 

1. Richard Kinnan.  He was born about 1730 in Upper Freehold, NJ.  Richard 
married Matabele Taylor.  She was born about 1730 in NJ. 

2. Sarah Kinnan.  She was born about 1733 in Upper Freehold, NJ and 
married Thomas Cox. 

3. John Kinnan.  He was born about 1740 in Upper Freehold, NJ, and 
married Rachel Hutchison February 28, 1770. 
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The Fourth Generation 
 

(Thomas, Thomas, Thomas, Peter) 
 
Thomas Kinnan was born about 1722 likely near Deep Brook, Monmouth Co., NJ. 
 
Thomas, III, married first Mary Bedell date unknown. 
 
He married second Mary Savory December 23, 1749 Perth Amboy, NJ. 
 
Thomas likely married third Mary Lufborrow the daughter of Thomas Loofburrow 
and Eleanor Gartner.  
 
Thomas Loffborrow was born in Woodbridge, Middlesex Co., New Jersey, and was 
living in 1748 as a freeholder in Middletown Co. 
 
aŀǊȅ [ǳŦŦōƻǊǊƻǿ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ ŀ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ tŜǊǘƘ 
Amboy, NJ, November 23, 1744.   
 
William died in 1759. 
 
¢ƘƻƳŀǎ YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ aŀǊȅ [ǳŦōƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ 
Lufborrow November 29, 1763.  
 
Thomas Kinnan removed to Long Hill, Morris Co., New Jersey, where Thomas left 
a Will [in Long Hill] that was probated 1784.  
 
It is interesting to note that a John Putman a son likely son of David Pottman of 
Potterstown, NJ, likely removed to the Long Hill, NJ, area where he seems to have 
married a Ms. Darling the daughter of William Darling of Long Hill.  
 
±ƛŎǘƻǊ tƻǘǘƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǎƻƴ tŜǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ  ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ tƻǘǘƳŀƴ 
married Sarah Kinnan a niece of Thomas Kinnan of Long Hill, NJ. 
 

Children: 
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1. Susanna Kinnan.  She was born about 1740 in Long Hill, NJ, and died 

1807.  She married Gavin McCoy. 
2. Ellen Kinnan.  She was born about 1742 in Long Hill, NJ.  Ellen married 

Eliaken Ayers. 
3. John Kinnan.  He was born about 1744 in Long Hill, NJ and removed to 

Roxbury, Morris Co., NJ, in 1809.  John married Mary Sutton. 
4. Mary Kinnan.  She was born about 1746 in Long Hill, NJ, and married 

Isaac Bedell.  
5. Phoebe Kinnan.  She was born about 1751 in Long Hill, NJ, and married 

Peter Sutton. 
6. Deborah Kinnan.  She was born about 1752 in Long Hill, NJ. 
7. Thomas Kinnan.  He was born about 1755 in Long Hill, NJ. He married 

Sarah Riggs. 
8. Joseph Kinnan.  He was born about 1757 in Long Hill, NJ, and removed 

to Roxbury, Morris Co., NJ.  John married Rebecca Doty. 
 
(William, Thomas, Thomas, Peter) 
 
William Kinnan was born about 1725 likely in Middlesex Co., NJ.   
 
He married Eleanor Luffborrow November 29, 1763 in Perth Amboy, NJ. 
 
It is unknown whether they had children. 
 
(Joseph, Thomas, Thomas, Peter) 
 
Joseph Kinnan was likely born about 1728 at Deep Brook, Middlesex Co., NJ. 
 
He moved to Basking Ridge, Somerset Co., NJ, which is just northwest of Long Hill. 
 
WƻǎŜǇƘ Yƛƴƴŀƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άYƛƴƴŀƴ ²ŀȅέ Ƨǳǎǘ    
southwest of Basking Ridge. 
 
Joseph Kinnan married Ruth Drummond July 23, 1752 in Perth Amboy, NJ.   
 
Joseph was a carpenter. 
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 Joseph Kinnan of Basking Ridge, Somerset Co., NJ, yeoman, was made guardian 
of David Morrison November 1, 1759.   
DŀǾƛŘ  aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǊǘƘŀ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ 
YLƴƴŀƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ WƻƘƴ YƛƴƴŀƴΦ 
 
Joseph KInnan left his large and detailed Will in Basking Ridge in 1762. 
 

Children: 
 

1. Eleanor Kinnan.  She was baptized November 18, 1752 at the Tenant 
Church, Monmouth Co., NJ. 

2. John Kinnan.   He was born about 1756.  He died about 1784 in 
Somerset Co., NJ, intestate with Joseph Kinnan as administrator of the 
estate.  

3. Joseph Kinnan, Jr.  He was likely born about 1760 in Basking Ridge, NJ.  
He died May 13, 1791 in Tygart Valley, VA.  He married Mary Lewis 
January 8, 1778 in Basking Ridge, Somerset Co., NJ 

 
(John, Thomas, Thomas, Peter) 
 
John Kinnan was likely born about 1732 near Deep Brook, Middlesex Co.., NJ. 
 
He seems to have removed with his parents Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kinnan to 
Morristown, Morris Co., NJ. 
 
John likely married Martha Morrison the daughter of John Morrison of Somerset 
Co., NJ, who left a will dated June 17, 1751. 
 
The following abstract of the 1754 Will of Nathaniel Parker may mention his John 
Kinnan who was in the description a shopkeeper: 
 

1754, August 2:  Parker, Nathaniel, farmer, of Morris Co.   Intestate 
inventory £88.2.10, by William Compton and Ezekiel Mulford.   
 
1754, Sept. 25:  Bond of Elizabeth widow as Adm.   John Kinnan of [the] 
same Co. shopkeeper, fellowbondsman.  Lib. F, p. 212. 
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Our John Kinnan seems to appear again in 1759: 
 

1759, Aug. 22:  McEowen, Robert, of Somerset Co., yeoman.  Intestate.  
Bond of Mary McEown, widow, and Robert Helm as administrators of the 
estate. Brice Riky Fellowbondsman.  Lib. G, p. 94.  
 
1758, Aug. 28:  Inventory [of] £154.2.6 [taken] by John Kinnan and Hugh 
Campbell.  

 
John appears to have been in Morristown, NJ, in 1772 according to the following 
will of Benjamin Boyle: 
 

1772, October 6:  Boyle, Benjamin, of Morristown, Morris Co.  Will and Real 
and personal estate to be sold. To Mary Magdolan Boyle, daughter of John 
and Hannah Boyle, £35. To Jean Dunremple, wife of Joseph Dunremple, the 
use of £50, to be put in the hands of Thomas Burgle, and, at her death to be 
paid to her son Solomon  
Dunremple, and, in case of his death to his brothers and sisters.  To 
Susannah Munro, daughter of Daniel and Mary Munro, £35.  To William 
Boyle, son of Solomon and Margret Boyle, £50. Executors τ John 
Chetwood, of Elizabeth Town, Daniel Vail and Thomas Burgle of 
Bernardstown. WitnessesτJohn Kinnan, William Davison, William Alger.  
Proved Dec. 7, 1772. Lib. K, p. 504. 

 
Also, John Kinnan seems to have lived in Mendham, Morris Co., NJ, which is just 
west of Morristown, NY, in 1776: 
 

1776, July 17:  Riky, Brice of Mendom Township, Morris Co.  Will. Son, 
Benjamin Rikey, a mare.  Son Cornelius Riky, a colt, and he is to be put to 
learn a trade.  Wife Marcy the rest of my estate.  Son John my apparel.  
Executorτ son-in-law, John Durham.  WitnessesτJonathan Riggs, John 
Kinnan.  Proved Sept. 8, 1777.  

 
John Kinnan likely removed about 1778 or during the American Revolutionary 
War to Wantage, Sussex Co., New Jersey.   
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This was after the 1774 Sussex Co., Tax List was taken and before 1780 when 
Sarah ǿƘƻ  ǿŀǎ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƘŀ YƛƴƴŀƴΩǎ his first known daughter married Peter 
Potman or Putman in Wantage, Sussex Co., NJ. 
 
John Kinnan was not on the 1774 Tax List for Sussex Co., New Jersey.  
 
The John Kinnan family removed from Morristown, NJ, to Wantage, NJ, between 
1774 and 1780. 
 
John Kinnan left an intestate will 1784 in Wantage, Sussex Co., New Jersey. 
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